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C H A P. L 
NTRODUGTION. 

f<F the PUBLIC 

Have obrerved that wKen 
a new book begins to make 
any noife in the world? a;^ 
I am pretty certain this 
will dQ> every one is dc- 
firous of becoming ac- 
inted with the author ; and this im- 
icnce incrcafes the more, the more he 
^OL. !• B - cndca- 
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i ^ The Invifible Spy. 

endeavours to conceal himfelf. — I exped 
to hear an hundred different names in* 
fcribed to the Invifible, — fomc of which 
J fhould^ perhaps, be proud of, others 
las much alhamed to own. — Some will 
doubtlefs t^ke me for a philofopher,— 
bthers for a fool ;— with fome 1 (hall paft 
for a man of pleafure,— with others for a 
ftoic ; — fome will look upon me as a 
courtier, — others as a patriot ;— but whcr 
ther I am any one of thefe^ or whether I 
aoi even a man or a woman, they will 
find it, after all their conjedures. as dif- 
ficj.ilt to difcover as the longitude. 

I think it therefore a duty incumbent 
^n my good-nature to put an early flop 
tJo fuch fruitlefs inquifiticms, and alfo at 
the fame time to fatisfy, in fome meafurc, 
jthe curiofity ©f the public, by giving an 
account of the means by which I attain^ 
^d the Gift ojF Iijvifibility I pofTefs. 

Know then, gentte reader, that in the 
former part of my life it was my gpo4 
fortune to do a fignal fervice to a certain 
venerable perfon fince dead:— he was 
defcended from the ancient Magi of the 
Ckaldeans, inherited their wifdom, and 
vras w^l veried in all the myftic lecrets of 
their ;art : — befides his gratitude for the 
good office I had doDie him> he feem'd 

to 



^he Invijible Spy. 3 

to have found fomething in my humour 
and manner of behaviour that extremely 
pleafed him ; — he would often have mc 
with him, and entertainM mc with dif- 
courfes on things which otherjvifc I ftiould^ 
not have had the leaft idea of. 

But it was not long that I enjoy'd this 
benefit \ — he fent for me one day to let 
me know he was much indifpofed, and 
defired I would come immediately to 
him : — I went, and found him not as I 
expefl:ed, in bed, but fitting in an eafy 
chair ; -^ aftei» the firft falutations were 
over, and I had placed myfelf pretty 
near Wm ; — * My good friend, faid he, 

* taking hold of my hand, I feel that I 
« muft ftiortly quit this bufy world; — 

* the filver ^ord is loofen'dj— -the golden 

* bowl is broken, — every thing within 
< me haftens to a fpeedy diflfolutien ; and 
*- 1 wa^ willing: to fee you once more be-^ 

fore I fet out on my journey to that 
land of fliades,— as Hamlet truly fays. 



« 



That undi(c0ver*d country, from whofc 

. bourn k 

Nxx travdteMrerurns. 

* As the remjsmbrance of you, con- 

* tinued he, will certainly accompany mc 

5 beyond the grave, I would wi(h, me- 

B 2 * thinks, 
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* thinks, to hold fome place in yours 

< while you remain on earth, %o the end 

< that 1 may not be quite a ftr'adger to 

< you when we meet in cterhity, — I have 

< no land, — nor tenements,-^ nor gold 

< nor filver fo beqqe&th, yet am not defti- 
« tute of fomcthing which may be equal- 
« iy worthy your acceptance.* 

Then, after a little paufe, — « Tafec 

* this,' added he, giving me a key, * it 
« will admit you into a clofet which no 

* one but my (elf has ever enter'd j — I 

* call it my Cabinet of Curiofities, andl 

* believe you will find fuch things there 

* a£ will deferve that name 5— chufe from 
^ among them any one that moft fuits 

* your faiKy; and accept it as a token of 
^ my love, . 

He laid no more, but rung his bell 
for a fervant, wboj by . his orders, coil- 
dueled me by a narrow winding ftair- 
caletothe top of the boufe, and left me 
at a little door, which I open'd with the 
key thai had been gir^n me, and found 
myfelf in a fmall fquareVoom, built after 
the manner of a turret: r-,all the furni- 
ture was an old wicker chair, with a 
riece of blanket thrown carelefly over it, 
fuppofe to defend the Sage from the air 
lyhep he fat there to ftiidy j— near it was 

placed 
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The Invifihle SvY. 5 

placed a table, not lefs antiquated, with 
^wo globes ;— a ftandilh with fome paper, 
and feyeral book's in manuTcript j but 
wrote in charafters too unintelligible for 
me to comprehend any part of what they 
contained: — juft in the middle of the 
veiling hung a pretty large chryftal ball, 
fiHed with a fliining yellowifh powder, 
*nd this infcription palled on it : 

The Illusive Powder. 

** A Small quantity of this powder, 
*' t\ blown thro' the quill of a por- 
" cupine when the Moon is in Ar-ies, 
** raifes fplendid vifions in the people's 
** eyes 5 and, if apply*d when the fame 
•* planet is in Cancer, fpreads univcrfol 
** terror and difmay/' 

I eafily perceived that this was one of 
the Guriofities my friend had mentioned,, 
and a great one indeed it was ; but as I 
had neidier intereft nor inclinaiton to im-' 
pofe upon my fellow creatures, I judged 
it fitter for the poffeflion of Ibme one or 
other of the mighty rulers of the earth. 

I then turn'd towards the wafts, which- 
Were all hung round with tellefcopes, --- 
horofcopes, — microfcopes, — talifmans,— 
niultipliers> — magnifiers of a\\ d^^^t^ 
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and fizes, — loadftones cut -in various 
forms, and great numbers of mathema- 
tical inftruments •, — but thefe, as I 
was altogether ignorant of their ufes, I 
pafs*d (lightly over, 'till I came to a 
hand-bell, which having the appearance 
of no other than fuch as I had ordinarily 
feen at a lady's tea-table, I fliould have 
taken no notice of, but for a label pre- 
fixed to it, on which I found thefe words : 

^^^ SiMPATHETic Bell* 

•• npHE leaft tincle of which not-l&nly 
♦* A fees all the bells of the wKok 
*« country, be it of ever fo large fxtebt, 
•• in motion, without the help of men $o ; 
•* pluck the ropes, but alfo makes thenii 
•* play whatever changes the party is ■ 
** pleafcd to nominate/* 

Tho* I thought art could produce no 
greater wonder than this bell, yet I felt 
no ftrong defire of becoming the matter 
of it ; but proceeded to examine what 
farther rarities this extraordinary cabinet 
would prefent. — Tfae next I took notice 
of was a phial, not much unlike thofe 
which are commonly fold in the (hops, 
with French hungary-water jr— it had this 
iofcrjptuoa : 



:w 



The Invtfihle Spy. 7 

Salts of Meditation, 

''HIGH held clofe to the noftrilsy 
for the fpace of three feconds 
^* and a half, corrects all vague and wan- 
'* dering thoughts, — fixes the mind, and 
•^ enables it to ponder juftly on any fub- 
" jed }i^ requires deliberation/' 

This beneficial fecret I alfo rcje<^ed^ 
through a mere point of confcience, a» 
thinking it would be a much better fer- 
vice to mankind if in the poffcffion of the 
divines, — lawyers, — politicians, or phyfi- 
cians, efpecially the two laft mentioned^ 
as it might prevent the one from engaging 
in any enterprize they have not abilities or 
courage to go through with, and the other 
from falling into thofe grofs miftakes they 
are frequently guilty of in relation to the 
cafe of the difeafed. 

I fhould have ruminated nnich longcf 
than I did on the excellence of thefe won-* 
derful falts, if another objeft had not fud* 
denly catched my fight •,— it had the forni 
of a fkul^cap, or Ujch a coif as ferjeants 
at law wear when a new one is called upi' 
— what it was made out of I know not^ 
for I am certaii> it was neither of the filk, 
woollen, or linnen manufa6torY-%— >^ 



\ 



8 Tie Invifible Spy. 

was, however, of fo light and thin a tex- 
ture, that as it hung at fomc diftanci 
from the wall the leaft breath of air gave 
it motion, r- it was faftcnM by a fingle 
thread to the Ceiling, to which alfo was 
fixed a fly^f paper, which contained 
thefe wor Js : 

I'be Shrinking Cap, 

" \^HICH put upon the head im- 
" ^^ mediately contrafts all the 
•* mufcles and finews of the whole body, 
♦« fo as to render the perfon who wears 
<• it fmall enough to' enter into the 
*• mouth of a lady's tea-pot, or a quaft 
** bottle J but great care muft be taken 
•' no accident happens to the vehicle 
** while he is in it; for if it breaks du- 
** ring that time, the man will never 
** more recover his former dimenfions.'* 

I hefitated not a mohient to rejeft this, 
as it feemed calculated for no oxher pur- 
pofe than merely to amufe and aftoniih, 
and could be of no real fervite, either to 
myfelf or any body elfe : — I fhould, per- 
haps, not even have thought of it more, if 
an accident had not brought it frelh into 
my head : — my readers can fcarce have 
forgot, that about fonie four or five years 
ago the town was invited^ in a very pom- 
pous 
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pons manner, to fee a man jump into a? 
quart bottle on the ftage of the' Iktle' 
theatre in the Hay-market -, — on the figtvc' 
of the bills I presently concluded that the 
perfon who was to exhibit this wonderful^ 
perfomance muft certainly be in pofleflioiii 
of my friend's (hrinking cap ; nor was ao- 
a lofs afterwards to guefs, why fo illuf- 
trious and numerous an afl^mbly, as came' 
to be fpeftator^, were difappointed in 
their .expectations: — I doubted not, 
but fecond thoughts had reminded the 
man of the danger his bottle woulS be in* 
from the waggilh humour of fomc among 
the audience, and that an apple, or orange, - 
or even a hazle-nut, darted from a judi- 
cious hand, might give afuiden crack to^ 
the brittle veffel, and fo he would be 
compelled to continue a lilliputian for 
his whole life. 

The next, and indeed the firft thing: 
that f!aifed in me any covetous cmoiioBt, 
was the apparatus of a belt, but.fcemed 
no more than a colleftion of attoms ga- 
thered together in that form and playing. 
in the fun-beams. — I cpuld not pirrfuade 
. myfclf it was a real fubftanee, till I took 
it down, and then found it fo light, that 
if I fhut my eyes I knew not that I had" 
any thing in my hand.— The label ann«- 
ed to it had thefe words ; 
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T^e Belt of Invisibility,. 

^ "W/HICH, faften'd round the bod/^ 
w W next the flcin, no fooner becomes^ 
*< warm than it renders the party inri-^ 
^ fible to all human eyes/* 

A litde farther, on the fame fide of the 
wall, was placed aTablet, or Pocket book y 
which, on examining, I found was com- 
pofed of a clear glaflyfubftance, firm, yer 
thin as the bubbles which we fometimes^ 
fee rife on the furface of the waters •, — - 
it was malleable, and doubled in many 
foldings, fo that,, when Ihut, it feemed 
very fmall y but when extended was more 
long and broad than any flieet I ever faw 
of imperial paper*, — its ufes were de- 
ciphered in the following infcription: 

22tf Wonderful Tablet, 



^«c 



'tXTHICH, in whatever pl^ce it is 
^^ fpreadopen, receives the impref- 
•* fion of every word that is Ipoken, in as 
'«• diftin6l a manner as if cngrav*d •, and. 
^«* can no i^ray be expunged, but by the 
** breath of a virgin, of fo pure an inno- 
•* cence as not to have even thought on the 
^ difference of fexes ; — after fuch a one, 
J* if fiich a one is. to be found, has blown 

f* pretty 
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"pretty hard upon it for the fpacc of 
" leven feconds and three quarters, (he 
•* muft wipe it gently with the firft 
" down under the left wing of an un- 
" fledg'd fwan, pluck'd when the moon^ 
^* is in three degrees of Virgo; — this 
" don^, the Tablet will be entirely free 
*• from all former memorandums, and • 
** fit to take a new impreffion. • 

" Note, That the virgin muft-cxeecdJ 
"twelve years of age.*' 

I was very much divided between thefe • 
two \ — the Belt of Invifibility put a thou-- 
fand rambles into my head, which pro- 
mifed difcoveries highly flattering to the ' 
inquifitivenefs of my humour ; but theft - 
the Tablet, recording every thing I ihould • 
hear fpoken,^ which I confefs my me- 
mory is too defeftive to reuln,-fill*d me 
with the moft ardent defire ^ becoming , 
mafter of fo ineftimable a trcafurc : — in. 
fine, — I wanted both ;— ^-fo encroaching is \ 
the temper-of mankind, that t;1ie grant of 
one favour generally paves the way, for ^* 
foUiciting a fecond. 

While r was in this dilemma a ftrata-^ 
gem occurrM, which I hefitated not t6> 
put in pradkice, and found it anfwer to* 
my wilhes j — I took boiK t\vt "^dv *i.tv^ ^ 
B-6 T^V^"^ 



\ 



12 Tbe InviJibleSvY. { 

Tablet in my hand •, and, having carcful-i 
ly locked the door of the cabintt, retura-' 
ed to the Adept v — he faw the Bck, whicW 
being long, hung over my wrift, but not - 
perceiving I had the Tablet, — * * The 

* choice you have made, faid he with a 
^ fmile, confirnas the truth of what I al- 

* ways believed, that curiofity is the moft 

* prevailing paffion of the human mind.' 

^ However juft that pofition may be, 

* reply*d I, that propenfity is not ftrong 

* enough in me, to make me able to de- 

* cide between the wonderful Tablet, and 

* the no Icfs wonderful Belt j -— they ap- 
^ pear to me of foch equal eftimation,, 

* that whenever I would fix on the onej 

* the benefits of the other rife up in op*, 

* pofition to my choice ; and I knew not 
.* which of the two I fhould receive with 

* moft pleafure, or leave with the leaft 
^ regret j — I have therefore brought 

* both down to you, and intrcat you wiM 
f determine for nae/ 

I foon; perceived he underftood my 
laneaning perfeilly well;, for, after a littld 
paufe, — * When I made you the ofFer^ 
^ feid he, of whatever you liked bell 
•among my coHcdion of curiofities, I 

* intended not that your acceptance of 
f- coic thing ftiould render you unhappy 
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* through the want of another ; — take 

* then, I befeech you, both the Belt and 

* the Tablet, — you fhall leave neither 

* of them behind you ; — nor do I won- 

* der you fhould defire to unite them ; — 

* they are, in a manner, concomitant V 

* and the fatisfadlion that either of them 

* would be able to procure, would be in- 

* compleat withoiit the affiftance of the 

* other/ 

Thus was I put in poflelHon of a trea- 
fbre,- which I thought the more valuable, 
as I was pretty certain no other -perfon, ia 
this kingdom at leaft, enjoy'd the like •, — 
after making proper acknowledgments \o 
the obliging donor, I took my leave and 
returned home with a. heart overflowing., 
with delight. 

I was not long before I made trial of 
my Belt, and found the effefts as the 
label had defcribed; I alfo opened my 
Tablet, — fpoke, and faw my words im- 
mediately imprinted on it ;. — I then pro^ 
cured fomc Swans-down, according to 
dircftion, and intreated feveral young 
fadies to breathe upon it one after another •, 
but tho' I dare anwer for their virtue, the 
favour they did me was in vain, — the 
finprcffion remained ftill indelible. 

Indeed, . 
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Indeed, when I began to confider ma* 
turely on the conditions prcfcrib*d in the 
label of the Tablet, I was fenfible that it 
was not enough for a virgin to be perfeftiy 
innocent, fhe muft alfo be equally igno- 
rant, to be qualified for the performance 
of the tafk requurM •, and not to have 
once thought on the difference of fexes, . 
feem'd a thing fcarce poflible after fix or 
feven years of age at moft, and would 
have been as great a prodigy as either of 
thofe had been beftow'd upon me by .the 
Adept. 

What would Inot have given for fuch 
a one as Dorinda in Shakefpear*s Inchant- 
cd Ifland 5 but fuch a hope being vain I 
was extremely puzzled, and knew not 
what to do ; ; — at laft, however, a lucky 
thought got me over the difficulty ; — it 
was this : — I prevailed, for a fmall fum 
of money, with a very poor widow ^ who 
had fcveral children, to let me have a 
girl, of about three years old, to bring 
^up and educate as I judged proper ; — I 
then committed my little purchafe to the 
care of an elderly woman, whofe difcre- 
tion I had experienced 5 ■ — I communica- 
ted to her the whole of my defign, and 
inftrufted her how to proceed in order to 
rcnder.it efFedual. 

The 



k 



TBe Invifible S f r. 15 

The little creature was kept in an up- 
per room, which had no window in it but , 
a flcy-light in the roof of the houfe, fa 
Gouid be witnefs of nothing that paiVd 
below ; — her diet was thin and very fpa^ 
ri^g J — fl^^ was not permitted to deep 
above half the time generally allowM for 
Tepofe, and faw no living thing but the 
old woman who lay with her, gave her 
feod, and did all that was necelTary about 
her. 

I frequently vifited them in my Invifi- 
bility, and was highly jileafed and di- 
verted with the diligence of my good oid 
woman •, — (he not only obey*d my orders 
with the utmoft punduality, but did^ 
many things of her own accord, which, 
though very requifite, I had not thought 
of.— To prevent her young charge from 
falling into any of thofe diftempers which 
the want of exercife fometimes occafions, 
Ihe contrived to make a fwing for her 
acrofs the room, taught her to play at 
batteldor and Ihittlecock, — to tofs the 
ball and catch it at the rebound, and fuch 
like childifh gambols, which both delight- 
ed her mind and kept her limbs in a con- 
tinual niotioA.. 

Thisv 
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This condud, and this regimen d 
ftantly obfervcd, maintained my virgmi 
purity inviolate, as I did hot fail to mall 
an eflay in a few days after Ihe enter*4ii 
into her thirteenth year, and the fuccefs^ 
of my endeavours made me not regret 
the pains I had been at for fuch a lengtl^ y 
of time. 

Now it runs in my head that fomc 
people will not give credit to one word of 
all this ; for as there are many who be- 
lieve too much, there are yet many more 
who will believe nothing at all* but what 
their own Iballow realbn enables them to 
comprehend: — well then,— let them 
judge as they think fit, — let them puzzle 
their wife noddles 'till they ake, — I fliall 
fit fnug in my Invifibility while they lofc 
half the pkafure ; and, it may be, all the 
improvement of my lucubrations.- 

But thofe who refolve to purfue me 
through the following pages, witH an irv 
genuous candour, I flatter myfelf will 
lofe nothing by the chace ; — they will 
find me. in various places, though not in 
fo many as perhaps they may expeft; ~ 
they would in vain feek me at court- balls, 
— city-feafts, — the halls of juftice, or 
meetings for eledions j . — nor do I much 

haunt" 
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bunt the opera or play-houfcs : — in fine, 
cori "^ 1 avoid all crouds, — all inix'd affcm- 
jj^'j blies, except the mafquerade and Vene- 
ijj^j tian balls. — I am a member of the eftab- 
^J lilh'd church ; but as I am not afliam'd 
:cjil of appearing at divine worlhip, never put 
J onmy Invifible Belt when.I go there. — 
^1 I revere regal authority, but feldom vifit 
the cabinet of princes ; becaufe they are 
generally fo filled with a thick fog, that 
the chriftaline texture of my Tablets could 
not receive what was faid there, fo as ta 
be read diftinftly ; — nor do I much care 
to venture my felf among their minifters 
of ftate, or any of^their under- working 
tools J the floors of their rooms; in which 
their cabals arc held, ar§ compofed of 
fuch flippery materials that the leaft fauic 
fas might endanger my Invifibility, i{HW)t 
my neck. — I fhould be more frequently 
with the military gentlemen, but that 
they are fo apt to draw their : fwQrdi 
without occafion, that while they think 
they are fencing in the air they might 
chance to cut my Belt in funder ; -^ and 
what a figure I (hould make, when one 
half of me was difcover'd and the other 
was concealed. — I will not mention the 
confequences fuch a fight might produce 
in fome of them. 

But 
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Sometimes too I amufe myfelf with 
turning over the colledion of a virtuofo, 
^here 1 am always filled with the utmcrft 
iftonifhment, at finding fums fufficient to 
endow an hofpital lavifli'd in the purchafe 
of wingsof butteriiies, — the (hells of fifties, 
•^ried reptiles,— the paw of fome exotic 
^maJ, and fuch like baubles, neither 
pleafing in their profped, nor ufeful ia 
their natures. 

Sometimes I make one at the Jevee oF 
a rich heir, juft arrived from his travels 
to the pofleffion of an overgrown eftate \ 
where I cannot help trembling for the 
future fate of the poor youth, on feeing 
him befieged with a crowd of marriage^ 
brokers, —pleafure-brokers, — exchange- 
brokers, — lawyers, — gamefters, — Freoicb 
taylors, — ^Drefden-milliners,— petitioning 
harlots,'— .congratulating poets 5 — in fine, 
with Iharpers, flatterers and fycophants of 
every kirid. 

Sometimes I mingle in the route of a 
woman of quality, — -fee who wins, — who 
lofes at play, and in what manner ladies 
are frequently obliged to pay their debts 
of honour. 

Whea 
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When I have nothing better to employ 
my time, I loyter away fome hours in St. 
James's-park^Kenfington- gardens, or at 
Vaux-hall, Ranelagh, and Mary-le-boa, 
and am often witnefs of fome fcenes ex- 
citing prefent mirth and future refiedion. 

But my chief delight is in the drawing- 
room of fome celebrated toafts, whence 
I often fteal into their bed-chambers \ 
but 'don*t be frighted, ladies,—-! never 
carry my infpeftions farther than the 
rueile-. 

Thefe are fome few particulars of the 
tour I have made ; — to give the whole 
detail would be too tedious, — I fhali 
therefore only fay, that wherever I am 
found, I Ihall always be found a lover of 
morality, and no enemy to reKgion, or 
any of its worthy profeffors, of what fcft 
or denomination foever. 

And now, reader, having let thee Into 
the fecret of my hiftory, as far as it is 
convenient for me to reveal, I fhall leave 
thee to enjoy the advantage of thofe dif- 
coverles my Invifibility enabled me tO' 
make.. 

CHAP. 
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C H A ?• II. 

Contaimfome premifes very necejfary fy 
be obfervea by every reader i and 
alfo an account of the author' s Jirft 
Invifible Vifit. 

IT was in the beginning of that fcafon 
of the year which affords moft food. 
for an enquiring mind, that I had got all 
thmgs in order to fally foPtH on my In* 
vifible Prc^reflions \ — the king was late-' 
ly returned from vifiting his German do* 
minions ; — the auguft reprcfentatives of 
the whole body of the people were juft 
ready to aflemble ; — Hanover had given; 
back our ftatefmen, and Paris our fine 
gentlemen ;•— the expounders of the law 
were hurrying to Weftminfter-hall, and 
thofe of the gofpel to pay their coitipli- 
mcnts at St. James's ; — the (hips of war 
were moftly nioor?d,\ and their gatHant 
commanders baci quitted the rough ath- 
letic toil for the^foft charms of eafe and 
luxury -, -^ the land heroes, who having 
no employment for their fwbrds had 
pafs'd their days in rural fports, now 
hunted after a different fort of game at^ 
the theatres and mafquerades ; — trequent 

conful- 
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confultations were held at die toylets of 
the ladies, on ways and means toout- 
ihine each other in the circle ; — -i former 
amours were now, revived, and new ones 
every day commenced; — madam Intel- 
ligence, with her thoufand and ten thou- 
fand emiffaries, all loaded with reports, 
fome true, fome falfe, flew fwiftly thro* 
each quarter of this great metropolis; 
and had every pore of every human body 
been an ear, they all might have been 
fully gratified^ . 

But tho* I confefe.myfelf to have been 
born with the! moft 4nfatiable curiolity of 
knowing, all that can be known^ yet I 
could never depend upon the credit of 
common fame for the truth of any thing 
I heard ; — always remcmbring mr. Dry- 
den's words: 

I *' With wondrous art tWngs. done fhe 

* magnifies, 
' * Feigns things^not done^ and mingles. 

« truth wi^ lyes. 

. How pleafing therefore mufl: this Gift 
di Jnvifibrlity be to a perfon of my inqui- 
fttive, and at the fame time incredulous, 
di^ofition ; — a gift which enabled me to 
jpenetrate into the moft hidden fecrcts^ 

and 
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wid be CQXLrinced of theii* veracity by the 
xftimony of njy own eyes and eaw. 

But befictes the gratiGcatcon of a dar^ 
ling paflion, I had another, and much 
more juftiBable rcj^fon for the value I fet 
upon the legacfy qf my 4eparted friend;; 
which is this, — I have it in my power to 
pluck off the niaflc of hypocrify from the 
fceming faint ; '- — to expofe vice and folly 
in all their various modes and altitudes ; 
to flrip a had aflipn, ^f all the fpecious 
pretences made to conceal or palliate it, 
and (hew it in its native uglinefs. '— At 
the fame timet I have alfo the means to 
refcue injur'd innocence from the cruel 
attacks begun by envy and fcandal, and 

f propagated by prejudice and ill-nature.-— 
n fine, I am enabled, by this precious 
gift, to fet both tilings and perfons in 
their proper colour^ ; and not in fuch asr 
either, tnro* malice, or partial favour, 
they are frequendy made to appear. 

I fhould be forry, however, if any 
thing I have faid ihould give the reader 
occafion to imag^e I am going to preient 
him with ar book of fcandal 5 — no, — 
the fecrets of families, and charafters of 
perfons, ihall be always facred with me; 
— I fliall give no man thfc opportunity of 
Indulging € malicious pleafure of lau^-* 

ing 
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ing at hiB neighbour's faults; — my aim 
in this work is not to ridicule^ but rrform. 
— I would touch the hearts, not call a 
blufli upon the face ; — and as few people 
have errors fo peculiar to themfelves as 
there are not many guilty of the like, if 
the offender keeps his own cbundl, he 
may very well pafsundiftingwiHiPd among 
the crowd of others Equally culpable. 

; JLetno one therefore pretend to point 
at his companion, and cry out, ^ This 
* is the man,' — on pain of provoking my 
Invifiblefhip to declare his own faults; 
but let every one who finds a difagreeablc 
likenefs of himfelf in any of the charac- 
ters I fliall draw, fet immediately about 
reftifying the blemlQies which give that 
refembl^nce ; and, ^as I'inftribe no real 
name to the piifturc, he* rtiky faftly defy 
the tongue ot cenfurc^ 
^ . I. . . . ■ *.'."' • ' « ■ 

Verrampnd is juftly \accounted one of 
the moft accomplifti'd gentlemen of the 
prcfent age, -^the gracefulftefs of his per- 
£bn,--+the (jngaging manner of his conver-' 
fetion, — his fine addrefs and uncommon 
capacityvm^e his company d^fir'db J all 
the young and gay part of the world, as 
his great learning and pcrfeft knowledge 
of men and things render him the oracle 
of the niorc grave and fcriouS > •«— I had 

frc- 
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frequently the honour of meeting him 
at feveral places where I vifited, and 
found nothing in him which could in the 
leail contradid thofe high ideas f ime had 
given me of him. 

It was therefore natural for me to take 
the advantage of my Gift of Invifibility, in 
order to view this great perfon in his molt 
retired moments ; -— I mean, when he wa« 
alone, and diveftcd of all thofe modes and 
ceremonies, which often di%uifc the real 
man, and fhcw him to the public far dif- 
ferent from what he is. 

Accordingly, the firft vifit I made in 
tny Belt was to his houfe *, — « I ilipt in al 
foon as I faw the door open'd, — went up. 
ftairs, and pafs'd tihro' feveral rooms till 
I came to that where he was fitting; — I 
found him with a book in his hand, on 
which he feem'd very intent \ — I doubted 
not but it was a treatife of philofophy, or 
fome other piece of learning or wit, fuir- 
able to the capacity of fo great a genius ; 
but how much - was I furprifed, when, 
looking over his (houlder, 1 perceived it- 
was Hoyle's method of playing the Game 
of Whift ! — -He appeared more than ordi- 
narily taken up with one page, for he read 
it over three pr four times, then ftartcd 
up from his chair, and throwing the book ^ 

Vojii, I. C ^xot^ 
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from him in a rage, — * Curfe on this 

* ftufF, cry'd he, it is good for nothing 

* biit to teach a man how to undo him- 

* felf with more art/-— After wdking for 
feme minutes backwards and forwards in 
the roam, with a diforder'd motion, he 
flung himfelf into his chair, and fell into 
a profound refvery, in which I knew not 
how long he might have continued, if 
he had not been rous*d from it by the 
approach «f a pcrfon, who I prefentiy 
found was his fteward. 

The bufinefs on ^ich this man came* 
into the room was no way pleafing to 
Verramond; but becauft I would avoid 
die troubfcfome repetitions of, — faid he^; 
— and reply*d he, *— and refumM the 
other, and fuch like introdu6Kons to 
every fpeech, I fliall prefent all thofe dia- 
logues, which zst proper to be commu- 
nicated to the fHiblic, in the fame manner 
j^s-in the printed copies t)f theatrical per- 
foritoances.- 

Steward. * My lord, the fereral tradef- 

* me^, whom your lordfhip ordcr'd to 

* come this morning, are bdow and wait 

* your Lordftiip*s commands. 

VerramonL * I have no commands for 

* them at pxefcnt, fo fend them away. 
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"Steward. « Shall I bid them attend 
^ your lordlhip to-^norrow ? 

Verramond. ^ Aye, --*- to-morrow fix 
^ months if you will ; few [ fhall fCarcc 
* have any bufinefs with them before. 

Steward. ' My lord, I told them they 
'^ fbould all be paid off this morning, — 
^ What excufe can I make to them for 

* fuch a difappointment ? 

Verramond. * E^cn what you will ; — * 

* if you can invent nothing better, you 

* may tell them that you ly'd when you 

* made them that promife in my name. 

Steward. * Your lordfhip knows it was 

* by your own order I made them that 

* promife ; and that you fent me into the 

* city yefterday for money, which 1 doubt- 
^ ed . not but was to make good what \. 

* had told them : ^ — if your lordfhip 

* pleafe to confider it is now a long 

* time fince they brought in their bills, 

* and they have had a great deal of pa- 
^ ticncc. 

Verrammd. * Rot tbeir patience.-— ^Do 
^ you think to make a merit to me of 

* their patieAcc ? -^ Gdi^ I fay, fend 
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* them away, and let me hear no mor 
,* or them.' 

The tone in which Vcrramond utter*( 
thele words was fo auftere that thehoiiel 
domcftic had not courage to reply, bu 
leit the room immediately, probably u 
receive no fofter treatment below fron 
thole he was compel Pd to difappoint 
than he hadjuft met with above, for at 
tempting to intercede in their behalf. 

Lord Macro was prefently after intro 
duced \ — the late fullennefs of Verramoni 
fcem'd now entirely diffipated ; — what 
ever was in his heart his countenanc 
were only fmilcs, and he ran to receiv 
him '.vith open arms and all the teftimc 
nies of the moft perfeft latisfaftion \ - 
and yet, as I foon found by the difcourl 
they had together, this very Macro, tl: 
night before, had won of him at pla 
fiite-.n hundred ppunds, which was tl 
fum he had fet apart for the payment < 
his creditors. — Their converfation tun 
ing wholly upon gaming, a fubjeft neith< 
entertaining nor improving, I fliall gi> 
my readers no more than a bare fpecimc 
of it. 

Lord Mfxro. * My dear Verramond, 
' cculd not be eafy 'till I faw you tl 

' ^v tr.or 
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I rr/ 1 morning. — ^"I thought you left the com - 

1"^ pany fomewhat abruptly laft night, and 
was afraid your ill luck had given you 
irr. fome chagrin. 

J Ve^ramonc!, ' Not in the lead, my ilear 
l^j ' Macro, — I never think any thing lolt 
ij * that a friend g.iins ; but 1 remcmberM 
,,| ' that I had fome letters to write, other- 

f.* wife fhould have flaid and trulled fc^ 
' tune with a brace gr two of hundccds 
' farther. 

I Lord AiMcro. * As it is, an honour to 

i ^ get the better of your lordihip in any 

I * thing, fo it will be no difgraCe to be 

1 * overcome by a perfon of fuch fuperior 

\ ^ abilities •, therefore I am ready to give 

V ^ you your revenge when you think fit. 

Verramdnd. * Nay, — as for that, 
^ Macro, it muft be confcfs'd you know 
* the game better than L* 

Here follow'd a long fucceffion of mu- 
tual compliments on each other*s (kill in 
play, of which growing heartily tired, I 
was beginning to think of. leaving the 
place, and fhould have iione fo, if the 
appearance of the fteward a fecond time 
had not ttiade me expert fome change in 
the fcene ; — his errand, and the fuccels 
C g VL 
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it met with^ will not perhaps appear fi^^ 
extraordinary to thofe acquainted with th^ 
modifh way of thinking as it then dici 
10 me. 

Steward. * Farmer Hobfon is below^ 

* my lord ; — the poop maa has rode 
» hard all night, on purpofe to reacKtowa 

* this morning and lay his miferable con- 
^ dition before your locdfliip^ 

VerramonL ^ Pidi^ what have I to da 
^ with his condition I 

Steward. ' He fays, my lord', that his | 

* crop proved fo bad laft year that he * 
*- had fcaree wherewith to ftock ^ t|^ 

* ground ; — that mr. Hard meat, yo^m. 
^ lordfliip's ileward in the country ,^. iV 

* very lenfiblc of his misfortunes, yet,. 
' thougli there are butfiv€ quarters due, 
' threatens to turn him out of the farm 

.^ next week; — he therefore humbly 
^ hopes your lordfhip will take copipaf- 
' fioaon him, as he. has fix. fraall chiV* 

* dren, and his wife now iying-in of the 
*< feventh. 

Verramond. ^ What bufincfs havc^fuch 

* fellows tO: get children ? — Does he ex- 

* pc6t my rent (hall ^. for the maiat^- 
MwiQe of his bj;at3.., 

> SJimard. 



Stinkard, « He begs your lord/lMp to- 

* confider, that for tliefe ekven years he 

* has rented the farm he has always paui 

• your lordfliip honeftly, and dots not 

• doubt, through providence, but to do— 

• fo ftill, if your lordlhip is pleafcd to 

• have patience till next harvelt is over, 

* and not ruin him at once. 

Vtrramcni. * Let me hear no more of 

• this ftufF, — I leave ^11 to mr. Hard- 

* meat, he knows what he has to do, and 

* I Ihall give myfelf no trouble about it/ 

The ftcward, with whofe good-natu|se 
'1 was infinitely charmed, had" his moutli 
^wea to urge fomething farther in behalf 
^^thediftrefi'd farmer, but was prevented^ 
by a fervant that inftant coming in and 
prefenting a letter to Verramond, \^ha 
then bid him go down and tell the un- 
fiappy fupplicant he might return home,. 
for there was no^ aaifiver to» be given to- 
his compljamt. 

Veiramoiid would not open the letter 
he had juft leceiv'd 'till he koew who 
fent it 5 but on his footman's ihferming 
him it came from mr. GamUfe, he haftily 
broke the feal ^||| found the ooncents as 
fallows : 

C4, ^^^^ 
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*' May it pleafe your lordfhip, ^ 

^ " My ever honourM lord. 

Bridewell. 

** T HappenM to be engag'd laft night 
" A at a houfc where the conftable with 
** his poflee made a forcible entrance, 
.'* demolilh'd our tables, put moft of 
'*' the company to flight, and feiz'd the 
'^ reft •, I was unluckily one of this laft 
-*' clafs, and committed to durance vile, 
.*^ as Hudibras fays, and your lordfhip 
'*^ will perceive by the date hereof. 



. ^^ A perfon here has undertaken, for 
^* a fee of five guineas, to procure my 
>' immediate difcharge, and I da not 
*' doubt, by the method he propofes, but 
*' that he is able to do it. — I am nor, 
v" however, at prefent, mafter of as many 
'^^ ^fliilHngs, nor can any wa-y raife the 
r" money he- demands, having been 
>^ obliged, the day Ip^ore this accident 
'* befel me, to leave my watch, linnen, 
*' and beft apparel at mr. Grub's, in truft 
**' for a fmall fum required af me by - the 
«* parifh officers, on account of a baftard 
;** child, which- a^^ench of the town has 
•* done tne. the lionouf to fwear I am the 
'' father ol'. 4i|l^ 

' : ^ : * " All 
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' All my hopes, therefore, of getting 
out of limbo are in your lordfhip*Sv 
" generofity, which if you vouichfafe to-- 
'* grant me this one more proof of, I 
^ ihall, if poffible, be more than ever, 

' " VT\l\\ the moft profound duty, 

" Dear patron, 

*' Your devoted vaflal, 

" '' Richard Gambl'e, 

" P. S. I had forgot to acquaint your^ 
" lordfhip, that I (hall have need of 
" more than the above-mentioned fum 
** for difcharging the fees of thfe curfed 
** hole, without the payment of which I 
*' cannot i)e releafed." v i^ 

Verramond hefitated not a moment to 
comply witli this requeft, nor even whe- . 
ther he fhould exceed what was defired- 
of him : — he drew out his purfe, put ten 
guineas into the footman's hand^, and - 
ordered him tarun direftJy to Bridewell j 
—Carry that money to mr. Gamble, with 
his comJ)liments, and let him know he 
Ihould be glad to fee him as foor^ as he 
had recover'd his liberty. 

' C" ;; ^ -^W 
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Who will fay now that Vcrramond is not 
liberal ?. — but alas, — How ill placed an. 
aft of benevolence was this ? — was it not; 
rather caprice, than true charity^ which, 
induced him tobeftow this money to favc 
a. common fharper from the punifhment 
he juftly merited i yet at the fame time 
rcfufe to an honeft induftrious tenant a 
fmall refpite of payment, tho' to preferve 
•him and his poor family from furede- 
ftruftion ? — but Gamble was a ncceflary 
perfon at a gaming-table,— he was of im- 
portance to hi&pleafure that way^ and the 
farmer, being only regarded for the rent: 
he paid, when deficient in that^-muft be 
thrown outlike a piece of ufelefs lumber,, 
and his place occupyM by fome one who- 
promifcd to be of greater utility. 

Yet do I not think fuch a condiift is^ 
always to be afcribed to the fault of nature^, 
~ Verramond hM certainly the feeds- of 
virtue and honour in h% foul ; but they; 
are fufFocated and choaked up by his im- 
moderate love of, play •, — ^ llrange is it,,, 
that a man capable of thinking fo juftly,.. 
will not be at the pains of thinking at all,, 
but fuffer himfelt to be fway*d, by a 
darling propenfity, to adio'ns, which '\S he 
€nee reflected upon^ he would be. fo far 

from. 
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from perpetratii^, that he^ wJwild defpife 
the very, temptation of being guilty of. 

I left him and Macro toother; bu^ 
myTablets being already full,- lean repeat^ 
jHO more of their converfation than whar 
my memory fupplies me with,, which is- 
only that an agreement was nriade between : 
them to try their fortune a fecond time 
at whift; but whether Verramond either 
recover- d or added to his lofs the night 
before, I did not give myfelf the trouble 
to examine; nor, indeed, thought iti 
. worthy of any part of my: concern. . 

^ C H A P. III. 

Frefents the reader 'with fome pajfug^s 
which cannot fail of being enter-- 
taining to thfe not interijled ifi 
theniy and may be 'of fervice to tboje 
who are,- 

A Mong the numerous troops of Britifli 
•*^ toafts, there are few who fhine with 
more diftingiufh'd luftre; in .all public 
places, than the beautiful Marcella; be- 
fides an exaft fymetry of features, a mod 
delicate Complexion, and ^ fine turned 
feape,. there is fomething peculiarly crl- 

G 6 c\v3CCNX\Vi^ 
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chantinjg in her air and mien -, — I nevei 
fee her without being reminded of the ele^ 
gant defcription Milton gives of Eve irv 
her ftate of innocence :' 

* Grace was in all her ffieps, heaven in 
^ her eyes, 

* la every gefture dignity and love.* 

She was married very young to Cel»- 
- don, and tho' neither of their hearts had 
been confiilted in the match, yet they 
had the reputation of living well to- 
gether) — they behaved to each other widi 
^he greateft complaifance in public; ^nd 
if any caufe of -difcontent ever l^ppenJd 
between them, both had the difcretion to. 
keep it extremely private. 

.i could not, therefore, expeft to malce 
any extraordinary difcoveries in this fa- 
mily ;=— the door, however, happening to 
be open one day as I pafs'd by, I ftcpp'd 
in without any previous defign, and pow 
I did fo was rather excited by curiofity of 
feeing fome fine piftures, which I had 
be^n told were in the houfe, than of pry- 
ing into the behaviour of the owners. - 

But it frequently falls out, that what 
we leaft feek we mofl: eafily find, and that 
thofc things wVlkh '^^ \m^%lae farthefl 
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from us are in efFeft the neareft ;— »-in"paf- 
fing through the feveral rooms in this 
houfc I faw Marcella writing in her clo- 
fet, and never was I fo much amazed as 
now to find fo fair a form harbour a 
mind capable of diftating thefe lines: 

To FiLLAMOUR. 

" Deareft of -your fex^ 

•* TP HANKS to the powers of love 
** A and liberty, that hated bar to all 
** the happinefs of my life is removedfor 
*« a Ihort time^ —Celadon is gone intp 
•^ the country upon a party of pteafure, 
** and this night is entirely my own •, -^rr 
*« if therefore no more agreeabk engagc- 
" ment detains you, come here betweep 
*• the hows of twelve and one; — -I Ih^l 
" take care to fend all the family to bed, 
«« except the faithful Rachel, who fhall 
** attend to adpiit you, on your giving^a 
** gentle rap againft the Ihutter ofthe par- 
** four window next the door; — let me 
*Vknaw by the bearer^ whether I may 
. ^* expeft yoUj-r-though it is ablefling I 
** fcarce doubt of, if any of that affedion 
^^ be fincere, as you have often vow'd to 
\' .. « The believiffg, 

: . ** AhdpalEonate 

[- ;J' Marcella. 

'4 W^:^vcv'?y 



Having; fealed this' billet, fhc^callM her 
chamber-maid, and ordered her to fend it,- 
as dircftedi by: a trufty porter; — then 
threw herfdf upon a couch, — took the^ 
novel of Silvia and Philander^ — -read a^ 
litde in it, — figh^d; and'feem^' all dif- 
folv^d in the molt tender- Itnguiihment;. 
when her cmiflary returned, and brought^, 
this anfwer to her fiunmons : 

To the chamnting Marcella; 
•« Dear angel,. 
*« T Am at prefent furrounded' with at 
**'*• great deal of company, and have 
*' no opportunity to thank as I would- 
** the kindnefs of yours-, — I csm only- 
" fay, that nothing fliall keep me from 
*'* flying, with all the \?ings of love, to 
*' my adorable Marcellay at the appointed^ 
*** hour ; — till then — ^adieu i • — be af-^ 
** fufed that I am always, 

** With the utmoft ardency,. ^ 
*♦ Your devoted Vafl^, 
^ Fillamour/*; 

^ The fair libertine now exprefs'd the 
Kigheft fatisfaftion, and immediately fell 
into difcourfe with her confidant Rachel; 

"concerning the manner in which this noc- 
turnal gucft fhould be concealed , and how 



neither his entrance nor his exit-be dif^ 
covered, or. even fufpaftcd by. any of the- 
family.. 

- I had no curiofity to know any things 
farther of this affair, fo took the firft op- 
portunity of leaving the houfe, extremely 
troubled in .my mind that a woman, whofe 
beauty had fo mudi attrafted.my.refpe6^,. 
Ihould prove herlelf fo>unworthy of it by.^ 
her conduft. 

•With what boldnefs,. Md I within i 
^myfelf^ does the lovely -wanton run^ 

* headlong to her ruin, fearlefe of guilty 

* and of the punilhment which one time 
*^ or other muft be the unfailing con-^ 
♦fequence^. 

f As if that faukleis form could aft no> 

* crime, 

f But heaven on looking on it muft fw-- 

* give! */ ^ 

I went-^ home and got my Tabletr^ 
cleared from the impure contents of the 
above recited epiftles 5 — I wMh'd, in-r- 
deed, to think no more of diis tranfac-r 
tion-, and,, to fecond my endeavours thac 
way, towards evening fallied out again^ 
equipp'd iamy Invifible Belt, like a true 

ksv\^V 
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knight-errant, in Tearch of fucH adven- 
tures as chance fhould prefent me with. 

For the fake of amufement 1 ftepp'd into 
a certain cofFee-houfc, which I had been 
told was much frequented by the lower^ 
clafs of politicians ; but either I was mif- 
inform'd, or none of thofe 'gentlemen^ 
happened to be there at the rime I was ; 
I found only a good number of jolly 

^f^ tradefmen, — ■ honeft, well-dbndition'.d . 

i ' creatures, who' fee : nd '-■ farthef tlian their 
nofes, — ^ take every, thing for gofpel that 
they find in theGazdtte, or is toJcl them by 
their fuperiors •, — are very far from wifh-* 
iog any hurt to the commonwealth, and 
not, much nearer in abilities to do it any 
real fervice.: — in fine, fuch ^s. may be^ 
calPd real paffivcs'in human life, who 
are governed by wtat they think is the 
judgment of others, without making the . 
k# ufe of that with which God: has e^- 
dow'd themfelves. ' 

The king had been that day at t3ie 
, parliament houfe, being the firft time of 
bis going there fince his return to Eng- . 
land, and on this joyful occafion artificers 
had thrown afide their tools, — fhop- 
Iceepers had leap'd from behind: their 
compters to be fpedators of .t lie" royal 
pomp ^ — all the converfation among the 
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Company I now was with, at leaft all t 
could diftinftly hear, (for it muft be ob- 
fervM, there were many fpeakers at the 
fame time) turn*d on thefe important 
points : •— how well his majcfty look*d, 

— what cloaths he had on, — and whd 
were the noblemen that attended him i 

— one boafted he had been fo near the 
ftate-coach that he coiild with eafe have 
touched the king's garments as he ftepp'd 
in ; — another, that he had got into the 
guard-chamber, and faw the protefli^rf 
pafs the whole length of the room ; — d 
third, that a friend had introduced him 
where, his majefty put on his robes ancj 
crown ; — a fourth, that he had feeii 
him feated .on the thrcMie : •— in fine, 
there were fevefal who had* received ho- 
nours that day fuch as hadUeft a gletf 
upon their couhtenanfces, which perhaps ^ 
ftatute of bankruptcy the next woul^J 
fcarce have remov'd* 

But what moft diverted me was a -poor 
grocer, who, on being being aflcM if he 
had feen the king, fhook his fiead^ ind 

in a very piteous toniiiffiade this reply : ^ 

' ■ ■ ■ • • - •> 

> Sure never? any thing h^ppen'd ^fd 
^ curfedly unlucky •, — juft as I had takert 
• up my hat and cane to go, an imper- 
J tinent ill-ftarr'd cuftomer came in fot 
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^ ftigtf» and obUg'd me to pull ddirn 

• hatf the Ictavcs in my Ihop for her to 
^ chufc which fhc lik'd. beft j -?- xbca 

• aflc*d for fpices of three or four diff^- 

• rent forts ; — then half ^ dozen of ja« 

• raifons and a pound of almonds, --^i 

• told her 1 would fend the things liome 

• immediately to her houfe; but fhe 

• would needs fee them all pack'd up be- 

• fore (he left the fliop ; — all this toofc 
^ up ib much time, that before I had 

• quite doM the fccond guns w tot. Off-, 
< and I knew that if I ran that n^Oment 

• to the Park, his majefty would be at St. 
« James's before I could get to Spring- 

• garden gate^* 

- A grave oM genftletnaa^ y^ho all thSi 
while had f^t mute in a corner of the 
foom,. on beai?ing what was faid^ rofe^ 
irom his |>lace^ and af^roaching the 
^rocei: wijrfi a Ibrt of contemptuou$ fnecr^ 
^dre&fd h|paf(^If to I^im i|i the follQwing; 

* You haye met with a vmif gii&vous 
« difappointment ji^ed, mn l^ig ; -^ it 
'^ is not^ however, : without its Qonfbla- 
f tiona; -r- 1 dai^ ipfwcr the profit & the 
^ gpods you have fold to tfiat iiriperti- 
^ lient ctdlomet^ will enable you to^ miike^ 
f a good pudding for your family n«t 

I Sunday, 
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* Sunday, which is as much, at leaft^ as 

* you could have got by the ftcw,. evfn 
^ though you were to have been paid for 

* your huzzas : — but if this confidcra- 

* tion! fhoqld feem too trifliug, I can add 
« another of more weight j — it is thia^, 
« — by being hinder'd from running after 

* the king's coach- wheels you got fome-^ 
« thijig towards the payment of your 

* fhare of the taxes for the fupport of his 

* government v and this, as I take it, is; 

* the beft pnoof that you or any good: 

* fubjed can give of your alleg^noCr 

* except your vote and! intcreft at am 
« cleftion/ . 

He iaid no more^ ncr wiu^^d to ^ear 
what fort of reply might have beeai iftadc 
to his reprimand, but threw down* two^ 
pence for his diih of coSec: aod wcnt4ir^ 
sedly ou^ of die ipom. 

Every (Mie had ftared all die titnie ha^ 
had been fpcaking, with theif momiift 
open. a9 dio* they could eat him, thou^ 
aftne had ofFerM to interrupt him -, butr 
they no fooner faw his back tum\iv diaau 
they all at once biwft out into a horfe- 
laugh, and cry'd^ — * A grumbi^hiaaa^; 

* — a grumbletonian,--*^ malecontftnt,— ^. 
*^ a difaffcLfted perfon I warrant,' 
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I had QO incIinatiQa to be a witnefs 
vint fardier commcots would be niide 
GQ tifcc old gcnticman's bebavioar, buc 
ftrfiow^d his aamplc, and Icit a com- 
puy io whki 1 found nocaing CLpdbk 
ckher of improving or cncgnmning mc ; 
nor ihottid i h^Ye made any mendcn of 
dns iocid^c, but to remiod the populous 
\om ndicalous it is in 2 man cf bufioeis 
to lUQ gaddii^ atCT every public (hew 
tlttt prcfents itfetf, while the occef&ry 
proviiioa for his tixmur is kit negk&ed. 

From tkmcc I went to the houfe of an 
ddcriy lady, with whom I formerly had 
been acquainted ; Sk was tt that time 
looked upoD as a pattern of pktr and pru- 
dence: — ftthefs,- — kofbands^-^rothers- 
— ^ wko had any concern for the virtue 
and reputatioQ of tbe female part of 
their fiumly, recommended her example 
ibr their imitatioa ; — but at iaft, after a 
loi^ feries of tbe mod: laudable and be- 
coming aaioiis, Ihc at once degenerated 
into the very revefe of what fhe ^ been; 
— feu into all the fafluonahte follies of 
^ times, at an age when others are be- 
g^nnii^ to glow weary of them, andcom- 
aKQCcd a coquette^^^ fizty-five* 

I had 
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,. I had been told fuch things, in relation 
to her conduft, as fecmcd to me too 
unaccountable to be believed ; and was 
extreniely forry to find, in the vific I now 
made her, all thofe reports' confirmed. by 
the teftimony of my own fenfes. 

This lady, whom I fliall diftinguifh by 
the name of Lamia, fets an high value 
upon herfelf for her great (kill at picquet^ 
— fhe cballeng'd Grizelda, another anti- 
quated belle, who alfo pretends to be an 
adept in that fcience, to play witlr her for 
an hundred guineas the firft four games in 
fix; — the other loved money, and, not 
doubting fhe^ fhould come off conqueror, 
readily embraced the propofal j and the 
night agreed upon between them for the 
decifion of this event, happened to be 
that in which I went, 

Grizelda came to the door juft as I did; 
fo I flipp'd in behind and followed her up 
flairs, where (he was received by Lamia 
with the greateft politenefs and (hew of 
afFeftion: — till fupper was ferved up, the 
difcourfe between them was only compli- 
ments on each other's beauty and good 
fancy in the choice of their cloaths, which 
were indeed very elegant, and would have 
been no lefs becoming had time ftood ft\W 
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in his courfe fome forty or fifty years:— 
the cloth was no fooncr removed than the 
c^rd- tabic was callM for, and orders given 
ithat . whoever came that night (hould be 
deny'd accefs, both thefc ladies having 
their own reafons, as I foon ^ter per- 
ceiv'd, that there fliould be no witneffes 
of what they Were about to do. 

The ladies fat oppofite to each other, 
— I placed myfelf at the end of the table, 
that being between them 1 might have 
the better opportunity of obferving what 
both did : — they were now very ferious 
and attentive to the bufinefs they were 
4ipon \ — play'd, or rather cheated each 
other with great caution ; for I foon per- 
ceived that it was in this latter part of 
the art of gaming that the excellence of 
cither chiefly confifted. 

For a time each was fo taken up with 
her own petites fourberies as not to have 
leifure to obferve thofe praftifed by her 
adverfary ; — at laft, however. Lamia 
having retaken in a card me had laid out, 
Grixekla perceiv'd it, and accufed her of 
the change: — rage and difdain, on find- 
ing herfelf dete<5ted, made the cheeks of 
the other glow with a deeper fcarlet than 
the carmine kad given them • and her 
eyes, evenindefpightofage, fparklcwith 
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fires which love and y6uth had never 
power to fill them with : —the other was 
no lefs enflamed ; — - but their refentment 
will befl: be fhewn in the ezpreiEons made 
ufe of by themfelves. 

Lamia. < I am furpriied you can fiif- 

* peft me guilty of icy mean a thing as 
^ cheating at cards ; -^ fure you cannot 

* think I value the trifle we are playing 

* for. — What is an hundred guineas to 

* me ? — I regard an hundred no more 
^ than a pinch of ihufi^. 

Grizelda. * Madam, I value an hun* 

* dred guineas as little as yourfelfj — 

* but I hate to be impofed upon. 

Lamia. • What do you mean, madam, 

* —do you fay I have impofed upon you ? 

Grizdda. * I fay you would have done 

* it, madam, if my eyes, had not been 

* quicker than your hands. 

Lamia. * Madam, I fcorn your words 5 

* and if you were not in my own houfe 
^ Ihould tell you that you lycd. 

Grizelda * And if it were not in refpeft 

* to your age, madam, I Ihould tell you 

* that 
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* that you ""were ia bafe woman, and had 

* invited me hither only to cheat me of 

* my money. 

Lamia. ' My age, -7- good lack, — 

* my age, -— I leave the world to judge 
« which of us two looks the oldeft. — I 

* beg, madam, you will not deceive your-* 

* felf : -— it is not your long falfe locks, 

* hanging dangling on each fide your 

* face, that hide the wrinkles pf.it. 

Grizelda. * I wear no plumpers, madanif 
< — Do you not remember when one of 

* yours dropt out of your mouth at lady 
f Betty's drawing-room how all xhe com* 

* pany were frighted at you, and cry'd 

* out you had loft half your face ? 

I ftarted on hearing this reproach of 
Grizelda, being at that time utterly un- 
acquainted with the meaning of it ;^— -but 
as it is highly probable that a great many 
of my readers may be as ignorant in this 
point as myfelf then was, I fhall explain 
it by giving a direftion of the ufe and 
preparation of plumpers, as I have fince 
received it from the waitingrmaid of a 
woman of condition. 
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A fure way to hdp Lank Cheeks. 

^ T^ AKE a piece of the fineft, clean- 

* A eft fpunge you can get, — cut 
^ out of it two fmall bolfters, and place 

* them between your cheeks and teeth, 

* if you have any, if not the gums will 
' ferve to keep them up ; — on taking 
' them out of your mouth, going to 

* bed, throw them into a tea-cup of rofe 
' or orange-flower water, and let them 

* foke all night ; -— this will not only 
' cleanfe them from whatever impuri- 
' ties they may have happened to have 

* received, but will alfo give a deleft- 

* able flavour to the breath. — Pro^ 
' batum eft.'* 



Thefe ladies purfued their mutual al- 
tercations for a confiderable time, in^ 
falhion which the intelligent reader may 
m eafily conceive by the fample I h?ive 
m given •, — - I Ihall therefore only fay, that 
m. after having charg'd each other with all 
ait die vices and foibles that either of them 
d could think of, they at laft quarrelPd 
iC« themfelvcs into a reconciliation, — begg*4 
each others pardon, and went to play ^ 
fecond time -, — then fell out again, ,an4 
provocations on both fides being rsf 
new'd, and reproaches ftill growing .more 
jre[ piqyant, Lamia tore the cards and threw 
Vol, L D x^v^vcv 
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diem into the fire -, — Grizelda call'd & 
her chair and left the houfe in a gre 
fury ; — I gladly followed her out, b 
ing heartily fick of what I had feen b' 
twcen thefe fair, or rather unfair ant 
gonifts ; but had no opportunity of g 
ting away before, as the door had ne^ 
cnCe been open'd. 

It was now near two hours paft mid- 
night, and I found more fatisfaftion in 
the thoughts of going to my repofe than 
in thofe difcoveries my Invifibility had 
entertained xne with. — I was making all 
the fpeed I could to my apartment for 
that purpofe, — but fate decreed it other- 
wife, and had contrived an accident which 
renewed all my former curiofity : — in 
my way home I pafs'd through the ftreet 
Kvherc Marcella Jived, and the fight ol 
Jifer houfe bringing frefli into my mind 
what the Morning had prefented, I coulc 
not keep myfelf from flopping ftiort tc 
inake fome reflexions on the condud o 
that fair fallen angel. 

* She is doubtleft by this time in thi 

• arms of hejr beloved Fillamour, faid 

• to myfelf, and while revelling in th 
^ pleafures of a loofe inclination, forget 

• all fenfe of honour, — duty, — fame 
f and even what is owing to the merit c 

* tbol 
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* thofe charms nature has endowed her 

* with ; — and oh, — ftrange paradox of 
' a vicious flame ! — renders herfelf cheap 
' and contemptible in the eyes of the 
' very man whofe efteem fhe moft wifties 

* to preferve.* 

How long I fhould have remained in 
this refvery I know not ; but I was rous'd 
from it by the fuddcn appearance of Ce- 
ladon, who with a light carry 'd before him 
came haftily down the ftreet and knocked 
at his own door : — to fee him return at 
a time when I Jcnew he was fo little ex- 
pefted, made me not doubt but that he 
had received fome information of the in- 
jury done him, and came in order to de- 
f tea and revenge himfelf on the guilty 
Impair : — I trembled for poor Marcella ; 
[but what grounds I had to do fo, as well 
as the event of this night's tranfadion, 
muft be left to the next chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Concludes an adventure of a very fn^ 
gular nature in its confequences. 

THE anxiety I was under to know 
what would become #f poor Mar- 
cella, immediately determined me to follow 
her hufband into the houfe. -^ A man- 
fervant not having obey'd his lady's com- 
jnands in going .to bed, having Ibmething 
or other wherewith to employ himfelt in 
his own room-, on hearing fomebody-at 
the door look'd through the window, 
and perceiving it was his mailer flew 
down flairs and gave him entrance on the 
firft knock. 

Rachel, who had been pofted centry in 
A back-parlour, in order to watch the 
break of day, and conduft Fillamour out 
of the houfe before any of the family were 
ftiring, now came running out on hearing 
the ftreet door open'd ; but fcarce could 
an apparition have fpread a greater terror 
through her whole frame than did the 
%ht of Celadon at this juncture. 

KaM 
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»|- Rachel. * t-ord, fir, who could have 

* thooght your honour would have come 

* home to night ? 

f Celadan. ^ Idid not defign it, indeed ; 
I * — but is it fo ftrange a thing that a 
! , ' man fhould change his mind ?' * 

In fpeakiijg this he was paffing on, but 
flie threw herfelf between him and the foot 
of the ftairs, and catching faft hold of the 
fieeve of his c6at, prevented him from 
going up, with thefe words : 

' RacJbeL * Oh, dear fir, I beg you will 
[ • not difturb my lady-, — fhe is gone to 

* bed Very much difcompofed : — pray be 
j * fo good as to ftep into the parlour, — 
! ^ there is a good fire, — and I will go and 

* fee if ihe is awake, and tell her you arc 
*4i^re. 

Celadon. « My wife ill!— -What is the 

* matter with her ? 

Rachel. "^ I da not know, fir,, but Ae 
« was feiz'd with a fort of a— I can't tell 
^ the n^rne of it,. — ^indeed not I •,-— but I 

* believe it was fomething like a fit, -— 

* and fo, fir, fhe went to bed •, but I wilt 
^ go-and let her know you are come. 

D 3, G^Ui^x^. 
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Celadon. « No, no, — (he may be 

* afleep, and it would be a pity to wake 

* her 5 — therefore Y\\ take your advice, 

* mrs. Rachel, and fit a little in the par- 

* lour. — . Tom, do you go to bed, — I 

* fliail not want any thing to night.' « 

The fellow did as he was command^ 
cd \ and I could eafily perceive, by Ra- 
€hel*s countenace, that fhe was upon the 
wing to be gone too, impatient, I fup- 
pofc, to apprize Marcella of what had hap- 
pened, and aflifl: her in contriving fome 
means for concealing her gallant ; — but 
whatever her thoughts were. Celadon had 
that moment got fomething in his head 
which effeftually prevented any fchemes 
Ihe might otherwise have laid for fecuring 
the honour of her Udy ; — Tom. was m 
fooncr gone than Celadon took hold of 
both her hands and drew her geotly into 
the parlour, with thefe words : / 

■ '\ 

Celadon. « Come, pretty mrs. RacheU' 

* if I am fo. Gomplaifant to my wife*s dif-2 

* order as to refrain going to bed to her,^ 

* I think that I may very well be allowed? 
^ the pleafure of your company > by ^ 
« of confolatiQa« • 

Rach 
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Rachel. ^ Oh dear, fir, what pleafurfe 

* can you find in the company of fuch a 
' one as I ? 

Celadon. * As much as I can wifli ; — 
' come fit down, — nay, you (hall fit by 
' me y — now we are alone there is no oc- 
^ cafion for all this diftance between us, 
* . — I have a great deal to fay to you *,--*' 
'nothing fure was ever fo lucky as my 

* coming home to night ; — all I couW 
' have found in the journey I propofed 
' would not have afforded me the thou- 
> fandth pr,rt of the fatisfadion I now erf- 
' joy in this private interview with my. 

* dear girl : — in fine,. I like you^ — I love 

* you, — and have long'd almoft ever 

* fince you came into the family for an 
f opportunity to tell you fo. 

Rachel, ^ Lord, fir, how can your 
^ honour talk fo; — who have io fine at 
f lady of your own? 

Celadon. * I like my wife very well as^ 
^ a wife ; but there is fomething ia the 
' tycs of marriage which quite fuffocate 

* and choak up allthofe defies which can 
' alone give any reliflx to^ enjoyment. — A 
*• man goes to bed to his wife as he goes 

* to court, becaufe it is the falhion, andr 

D 4 ^ ?w^Sj»s&. 
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• a fort of duty which is expefted froia 

• him 5 and he cannot, without being ill 

• look'd upon by the w©rld, be difpenfed 

• from ; but flies to the arms of his mi- 

• ftrefs as to a delicious retreat, the choice 

• of his own fancy, and well ftored with 

• all that can regale the fenfes. 

Rachel. « Lord, fir, how ftrangely you 

• talk to one ! — I wifh your honour 

• would let me go up ftairs to fee hpW 

• my lady does. 

Celadon. * No, indeed, I fhall not fuf- 

• fer you to be fo uncharitable as to run 

• away and leave me alone here •, — if my 

• wife wants any thing (he will ring her 

• Bell, — in the mean time, let us make 

• each other as happy as we can.'-^Come, 

• none- of this coynefs \ — let me tdl 

• you, child, that too much referve in 

• private with a mart who loves you, and 

• has it in his power to make your for- 

• tune, is as unbc<!5oming as too mudh 

• familiarity would be in public -, — you 
« may depend upon it, that whatever fa- 

• voiirs you beftow on me fhall be rfc- 

• turned with others no lefs agreeable to 

• yourfelf. -^ I know very well how '^ 

• peribn of my ftation ought to-behate 

• towards one of yours in thefe cafes, aild 

• fhall aft. accordiflcly.'. 

Rachel 



Rachel made no neply to all this ;—^ 
but hung down her head and look'd ex- 
tremely filly,— not that fhe wanted either 
wit or affuranc^ on other occafions j but 
at prefent fhe was quite at a lofs ; and it 
muft beown'd, indeed, that fuch a crifis^ 
afforded fufficient to perplex her on a 
double fcorev— firft, — the improbabi- 
lity, and even impoflibility there appear'dl 
of concealing her lady's fecret, which, if 
difcovered, might prove of the moft fatal 
confequence, had thrown her into, and 
ftillkept her in the utmoft diftraftion of 
mind :— and, fecondly, furprifed atthe un- 
expeftcd 6fFer made to her by her mafter,> 
joined with the uhcertainty in what man- 
ner fhe fhould receive it, might very well 
put her into agitations, fuch as to render 
her incapable of contriving any thing oni 
her miftrefs*s account, or refolving what 
to do on her own. 

Celadon, interpreting her filence asr a'^ 
half confent to his defires^ began now to ^ 
add kifles and embraces to his follicita- 
tions ;• — the warmth with which heprefs'd' 
her foon wrought the effeft it was intended 
for; though I eafily perceiv'd the moft 
prevailing argument he m^dc ufe of was^ 
taking out his purfe and pouring twenity 
guineas into her lap, 

D5 "s:>cv^ 



£$ ^belnvijibk Spy- 

The* tranfpoft which fparkled iir the 
eyes of this mercenary creature,, on be- 
holding the glittering bait, put me im- 
mediatdy in mind of what mr. Dryden 
makes Jupiter fay in his play of Am- 
phytrion :. 



■% When I made 



• This gold, 1 made fk greater gpd thaa 

* Jove,, 

• And gave my own omnipotence away. 

But it is little to be wonder'd at that 
a girl, fuch as this Rachel,, fhould falli . 
proftrate before that reigning idol of the 
world, who has for its votaries not only* 
mtn of the greateft parts and abilities,, 
but alf© too many among thofe who make 
the higheft profeffions of honour, probity, 
and virtue ;. — nay,, I am forry. to fay, of 
religion :. — daily experience,, however,^ 
and a very fmall obfervation of the cor- 
mptioniof the prefent age evinces this> 
melancholy truth, — But tOr return. 

The amorous Celadon now finding her 
all diflblv*d,. andfoften'd to his purpofe,. 
proceeded to the gi:eateft familiarities :— 
there was no bed, nor even couch in. the 
JEoem h but,,— a& the poet fays, 
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f Many a nymph has on the floor been^ 

' * fpread, 
•^ And much good love without a 
* feather-bed. 

So finding a fcene was likely to enfue,, 
which it was not agreeable tp my inclina- 
tion, or any way proper that I fhoulA be 
witnefs of, I withdrew into an adjacent: 
p^lour, which, having a communication 
with this, and the door between them not 
being quite Ihut, I open'd .wide enough 
to gain apaffige, while the lovers backs 
were turn'd towards that fide of the 
room- 
Solitude, -*- darknefs, and the prq^-^ 
found lilence of ;^every thing about me,, 
here contributed to promote, the mpft 
folemn meditations \ — I refleftcd on the 
extreme folly, as well as wickednefo^. of 
giving way to an inordinate gratificatie^' 
. of the fenfes, and the certain danger, and 
Almoft certain infamy, which attends the 
doing fo ; — on this occafion.feveral pajT- 
lages and accifients relating, to many of 
my acquaintance occurrfd frefh to- n|y 
mindi and when 1 remember'd how 
fbme, who had been encjowM byy heaven < 
and fortune with every requifite, . excep- 
ting virtue, to complete their ha^^m^ft^^ 
D. 6 ^t.^^ 
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yet by the want of that alone had expofcct 
themfelves'to a condition the- moft abjeft 
and contemptible to which a reafonable 
feeing can poffibly be reduced, I could not 
forbear crying out with the inimitable 
Cowley, 

^ All this world^s noife appears tomt^ 
* But as a dull, ill-afted comedy. 

While I was thus ruminating^ and 
wondering within myfelf what would be 
the confequencc of this night's tranfac- 
tion, I perceivM, through the crevices ot 
the window fhutters, that the day began 
to break, and prefently after heard- a cer- 
tain ruftling upon the flairs ; — it was 
©ccafion'd by Marcella and Fillamour,. 
who, on finding Rachel did not come up 
as they expefted, and the light was pretty 
far advancing, were creeping foftly down^. 
w—the noife Marcella made in unfaftening. 
'the chain that went acrofs the ftreet- 
door wak'd Celadoil and Rachel, who \t 
feems had both fallen afleep ; the former, 
©n hearing the noife, was running out of 
the parlour to fee what' was the matter ; 
but Rachel prevented him, by faying fhe- 
w^s> fiire it was only one of the footmen 
wha went out more early than ordinary 
to the ftable ^>— this excufe might have 

Iblved 
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folved all, if Marcella herfelf had not 
unluckily^ecn her awn betrayer. 

That lady, incenfed beyond meafure, 
pulh'd open the door of the room where 
I was> and rulh'd through it into that 
where Rachel was orderM to attend, be-^ 
ginning to upbraid before fhe faw her. 

Manella. * So, minx, — ^ou have ferv'd 

* me finely-, — it is almoft broad day, 

* — I have knocked the heel of my (hoe 

* almoft ofFi for I would not ring for 
' fear of alariliing the family j — I fup- 

* pofe you have been afteep : — this it 
^ is to place any dependance on fervants.. 

Celadon, on hearing his wife*s. voice 
before fhe enter*d, had ftepp^d behind a 
fcreen, either fufpefting fomething of the 
truth, or becaufe he was unwilling to be 
furprized with Rachel at that hour ; Uqd 
Rachel,, doubly confounded betweei^^ her 
lady's reproaches and the knowledge %ho 
was witnefs of them, that fhe was utterly 
unable to fpeak one word forfome time, 
but fhook her head, — wink'd, and poin- 
ted to the fcreen,. thinking, by thofe fig- 
nificant geftures, to prevent Marcella 
from faying any thing farther, 'till find- 
ing fhe was again opening her mouth, 
fee KCQvet'd herfelf enough to cry out ; 
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Rachel^ * Lord, madam, — do not 

* ftand talking here, you will certainly 

* get cold and make yourfelf worfe ; — 
« confider you are half naked j. -^ pray 

* go to bed ag^in.^ 

MarceUa. * What does the wench 

* mean ? but I fuppofe you have been ^t 

* the ratifie bottle and ftupified yourfelf, 
« according, to cuftom. — Well^ 'tis your 
'• own lofs '^ for I dare fwear Fillamour 
^ wouFd have given you no lefs a prefent 
« than five guineas tor your diligence, if 
*- you had come up as you ought to have 
« done -, — tis now quite light in the ftreet, 
^ and a thoufand to one but fome of the 

* neighbours may have feen him go out.. 

Celadon coming forward. * So, madam,. 

* I find you have been diverting your- 

* felf,, and Fillamour is the man to 

* whom I am obliged for giving you. 

* confolation in my abfence.' 

That perfon muft know very, little of 
nature, who does not eafily conceive what 
Marcella felt in fo fhocking a jundure ; — 
furprife, fhame, and vexation for having 
thus foolifhly expofcd her guilt, quite 
'overwhelm'd her heart, — fhe gave a great 
fhriek, and funk, half fainting, into, a 

chair ;, 



not 
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chair ; — Rachel ran to her afliftance, and 
at the fame time willing to retrieve, if 
^"v poflible, told Celadon that he muft not 

take any notice of her lady's words ; — 
?^? that fhe went very ill t© bed ; — that fhe 

wa5 delirious, and knew not what flie 
faid.^ — This, however, had no efFeft upon' 
him, — he was too well convinced of the 
3 ^^ injury had been done him, and loaded his 

^^^» f tranfgreffing wife with every inventive 
^^ I that a hulband, in his circumftanccs, 
?"^ f Gould invent. 
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^ But ccrtaihfy it is impoflible for any 

^ woman to behave with greater courage 

^ and refolution than Marcella. now did ; — 

"^ flie prefently regained her fpirits; and, 

'^' after having made Rachel leave the roono, 

a moment's refleftion ferved her to reply 

°» to the reproaches made her by her huf- 

^" band, ia thefe terms :, 

to 

'" Marcella.. * Well, fir, I confefs appea- 

^^ ranees are againft me, nor do I wonder 
^ at, nor will refent the afperity of your 
^^ * treatment v — thougji guilty of no real 

^ •' crime, my vanity has led me into a 

^- foMy which merits all you have faid to 

* me;— I have not, in tadt, difhonour'd 

* either myfelf or you, and my behaviour 

* this night has only mortified the pride 

* and arrogance of a man who would 



/ 
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have rivaPd you in my efteem and 
afFeftion.. 

Celadon. * So you went to bed tO' 
him/ merely to convince him of your 
efteem and afFeftion for me ? 



Marcella, * Yes, incongruous as it may 
feem, I did fo 5 — I had heard that the 
vain fellow boafted no woman could 
refift him, if once he had an opportuni- 
ty to prefs his fuit : — on this I refolvM 
to give him one as full as he could afk,. 
or man obtain, — I admitted him into 
my chamber ; — nay, into my bed, — * 
liften'd to all the arguments he could 
urge to work me to his will ; and,,, 
when his whole ftock of rhetoric, on 
that occafion, was exhaufted, fhew'd 
him that the wife of Celadon coutd^ 
love no other man : — I rcpulfed him 
in a manner which made him alham'd; 
of his attempt ; — but had he not been 
fo, and had proceeded to gain by force 
thofe favours I refufed to grant, Rachel 
was planted here, in order to come up- 
'^to my afliftance and prevent his efforts. 

Celadon. * Excelknt, i'faith, — ^beyond 
imagination; — I have been told, in- 
deed, that a woman need but look down 
^ upon her'^agp^n-ftring to find an excufe- 
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* for the mod enormous crime Ihc can be 

* guilty of; but this of yours is fuch a 

* one as cannot fail of giving a good 

* deal of diverfion in a court of judi- 

* cature 5 tho' I fcarce think it will favc 

* either Fillamour's eftate from the pe- 

* nalty the law inflids on an attempt to 

* baftardite an honourable family, or his 

* throat from the juftice of my fword.' 

The boldnefs of Marcella was not to 
be aw'd by thefe menaces ; — fhe found 
he had too much underftanding to be 
impsfed upon by the fhallow artifice flle 
had made ufe of; that he 'now heartily 
defpis*d her, and that fhe had no longer 
any meafures to prefervc with him ; — 
therefore, colleding all the courage ihe 
was miftrefs of, ftie threw her eyes upon 
him with a contempt e^ual to tlAt wifb 
which he look'd upon her, and made 
him this reply/: 

li^arcella. « 'Tis mighty ^ell, fir, — 

* you are at your liberty to niake ufe of 

* all the weapons you fancy are in your 

* power for revenge ; but I would have 

* you remember, that whether FiUamour 

* cuts your throat, or you -cut his, ^rid 

* are hang'd for it, the matter will be of 

* little importance to riic : — ^d as for a 

* court of iudicature, I believe you will 
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* find it very difficult to make good ^r^^jp 
.« accufations you may exhibit againft i^-^if 

. * there: — ,no one ever faw me in h^f^ 
« with Fillamour, much lefs can proVj 
' any criminal converfation between o^ 

* fo that the ridicule would turn wholly 

* upon yourfelf ; and, perhaps, provok?! 

* me, as I have had no child by you, t?| 

* bring in a bill of impotency, in whidl 

* cafe I fhould have all my fortune rd 

* turn'd, — a thing your prefent circunt 

* ftances WQuld not very well bear, ^ 

* fome part of your eftate is already 

* mortgaged/ ^ 

To all this Celadon was able to make j " 
no other reply, than that he ftood amazeci I 
at her audacity ; — ^that he found flie was ; 
abandoned to all fenfe of fhame ; that flic . 
was a monfter of impudence, and fuch 
like 5 at which (he fcemed not in the 
leaft mov'd, but proceeded to reafon with 
him in the fame determined fafhion flie 
. had began. 

Marcella. * Look you. Celadon, all the 

* fury you can be poffefsM of will remedy 

* nothing ; — let us argue Uke rational 

* creatures : — whatever opinion we may 

* have of each other, the only way to 

* prefervc either of our charafters is to 
^ live well together in the eyes of the 

* world; 
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* world ; — ^I tell you that I am innocent, 

* and it is for your eafe and intereft, Is 

* well as mine, that you ihould believe 
VI am fo i which if you do, I faithfully 

* promife to regulate my condud in fuch 

* a manner as to bring no difreputation 

* on myfelf or difhonour to you ; — but 

* if you fly into extremes you will oblige 
^ me to do the fame,, and what but o^v 

* mutual infamy and defl:ru6tion can be 

* the end of fuch a conteft ? I leave you 

* to confider on what I have faid, and 

* wait your cooler moments for an an- 
' fwer.' 

With thefe words Ihe went haftily out 
of the reom ; — Celadon offer' d not to 
detain her, but continued walking back- 
Wards and forwards, teftifying, by feveral 
difordered geflures, the inward agitations 
of his mind ; — after fome moments pafstd 
in the filent expreffions of his rage, he 
caird to the fervants, moft of whom 
were now ftirring, to get a bed prepared 
for him in another chamber -, but I am of 
opinion, that when he retired thither, it 
was lefs to fleep than to refleft how it 
would befl: become him to behave under 
the fhocking circumftance he was now 
involved in, 

.Finding 



f • 



68 ^^e Invifible Spy. 

Finding no farther difcoverics were 
Hkely to be made at this time, I left the 
houfe on the firft opening of the ftreet- 
door and returned home ; where, fatigued 
as I was for want of reft, the aftonifh- 
ment I was in at the behaviour of Mar- 
cella would not fuffcr the leaft {lumber I 
to clofe my cyes^ 

For fome days I was extremely impa- 
tient to know the refult of this affair *, but 
hearing no talk of it about town, began 
to conclude that the wife*s arguments 
had prev^l'd, and the hufband had fub- 
mitted his refentment to his convenience ; 
-—I foon found I was not deceived in my 
•conjeftures, for in lefs than a week I faw 
Celadon aad Marcella taking tiie air to- 
gether in their own coach, with the feme 
appearance of fercnity in both their coun- 
tenances as if nothing of the adventure 
I have beea relating had ever happened.. 
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CHAP. V. 

Contains the biflory of a dijirefs^ which ^ 
according to the author's private 
opinion^ is much more likely to excite 
laughter than commiferation. 

ELISSA, by all who know her, 
is aCcovinted one of the mofl: vaia 
of her fex : — true, — fhe is fo ; — biic 
then her vanity appifars to me to be of 2 
fpecies far different from that which other 
women are ordinarily poffcfsM of; — her 
glafs, whenever fhc looks into it, which 
is not feldom, prefents her with the view 
of ten thoufand graces ; — fhe fees very 
well that fhe is handfome,— finely fhaped, 
—and has fomcthing peculiarly engaging 
in her mien and air ; — yet does (he not; 
plume herfelf on the perfeftions (he is 
miftrefs of, or is at all thankful to nature 
for having beftowed them on her ;— this 
fo.me people at firft may think is the 
very reverfe of vanity, yet is it in efFeft 
the quinteflence.of it; — ■ the cafe is^ 
that fhe would ht the only fair^ — the 
only* lovely, — the only Venus, --^ the 
ible objefl: of attrafting tiniverfal love 
and admiration; and every fingle charm 
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{he finds in any other face, gives her 
more pain than all chofe in her own can 
give her fatisfadtion. 

Every litde regard, or aft of compali- 
fance, paid to another in her prefence, Ihe 
looks upon as a kind of indignity to 
herfelf, and is a mortal ftab to her pride ; 
and, as it is impoffible for her not to 
meet frequently with fuch fliocks, (he is 
perpetually racking all the invention ibc 
is miftrels of to render herfelf more con- 
fpicuous, and -to force, as it were, that 
attention which ihe finds her beauty alone 
is infufficient to excite. 

I had heard at full the charafter of 
this fine court belle, — had been feveral 
' times in her company, and feen verified 
all I had been told concerning the extrava- 
gance of her humour •, — yet, I know not 
how it happened, but paffing by her houfe, 
and feeing a good number of chairs 
and livery fcrvants about the door, I 
ftepp'd in and went direftly up to her 
drawing-room, where I found her en- 
cirlced by about a dozen perfons of 
diftinftion of both fexes. 

It was the evening before the birth- 
day, and when I enter'd, the converfation 
among them turn'd wholly on the ode 

com* 
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compofed by mr. Gibber on that occafion, 
molt of them having heard the rehearfal 
of it^ but loon after they tell on the more 
important fubjedt of drefs, -*- every one 
difcanting on the fancies of all her acquaint 
tance, finding a thoufand faults, and no 
one thing to approve, each concluding 
what Ihe had to fay with an, — ' I wondec 
' people of falhion can have fuch vulgar 

* taftes.* — The gentlemen alfo, in com^ 
plaifance to the ladies, afFedted to be 
connoifTeurs in this point, and ridiculing 
all that were abfent gave no praifes but 
to the prefent, as will appear by the 
fpeeches made by fome of them. 

Beau Civet. * Indeed, ladies, I think 

* drefs is the only true touch-flone of a 
' fine woman's genius ; and ihe who is 

* indelicate in that, igad, muft be fo in 

* every thing elfe. 

Monfieur La Mot, ' I have the honour 
« to be entirely of your opinion, fir, — 

* nothing can be more juft than the ob- 

* fervation you have made ; — yet cer- 

* tainly an elegance of drefs is a thing 

* io little underftood, that I believe out 

* of this room there are fcarce three 

* women in the kingdom who know how 
^J to fet themfelves off to any advantage.^ 
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Melijfa. * As to that, monfieur> — a 
^ woman who is really agreeable need be 

< at no pains to appear fo ; -— but I de- 

* left every thing that is common ; — I 

* hate your gold and filvcr fluffs, — 

* your brocades, — ^ your velvets, — and 

* embroideries ; — you fee them upon the 

* backs of every one who has either 

* money or credit to purehafe them. 

Leshia, * That is true, indeed, my 

* dear; but if you exclude all thefc 

* things, what in the name of wonder 

< can a woman of condition find proper 

* to appear in at court ? 

Melijfa. * Oh there are a thoufand 

* pretty whims ; — Do you not remember, 

* that on my firft going to th^ drawingr 

* room after the Prince's mourning was 

< over, I had a gaufe mantau and petti- 

* coat, flourifhed with twenty different , 

* colours ; — every one was charm'd with / 

* the oddnels of the fancy. I 

Lesbia. - * Yes, I remember it very \ 

* well, and that the weather being pretty-^ 

* cool you got a fore throat which confin'd J 

* you to your chamber for ten days after- } 

* wards. — . For my part, I think on^^ 

* oughf 
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<night always to fuit one's cloaths ac- 
cording to the feafon of the year. 

Melijfu. * Then I fuppofe you will be 
draw'd forth to-morrow in fome heavy 
brocade or other. 

Le$bia. * No, — I (hall hare only ft 
rofe-colour'd damaflc, flounced with a 
point d'cipagne/ 

On this, two or three of the other 
ladies gave a dcfciption of the habits 
they had prepared to do honour to the 
snfuing auguft day ; but Melifla men- 
tioned not a word of what flie intended 
to wear, till being a(k'd the queftion, (he 
told them that me fhould have only a 
Bight fattin, not firip'd, — not either 
&ower*d in the loom nor embroidered 
with the needle, yet it would be fuch as 
(he doubted not but would attrafi: the 
eyes of the whole aflembly upon it. 

She had no fooner ended thefe words, 
than lady Twinckle, who had not fpoice 
before, cried out, -— < Nobody can doubt 
' the exceHence of your fancy \ — but yet, 
' my dear, I believe I fh^U have the plea- 
' fure of dividing with you the attention 
• of the company j fqr I Ihali have a fuit 

Vol. I. - E ' of 
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* of: cloaths which will certainly appe 

* the geateft oddity that ever was fcen.' 

Every mouth in the roon% except r 
qrwn, . was now open to entreat her Jad 
^ftiip to give them feme idea of this c 
riofity : — (he had too much good-natu 
to ^refufe ilieir . fequeft, and prefent 
made, this aufwer : 

Lady TwinckJe. * I will not be 

* vain as to affume the merit of the i 
« vention ; — ^ no, it was brought to r 

* on the V ed of fortune, — a me 

* accident, ^ I only improved the hir 
«* as you fhall fee ; for I will fend bo 

* for t}ie petticoat and the piece of fi 
^ from which I took the pattern.' 

She faid no more, but 'darting fro 
her feat ran direftly to the head of t 
ftairvcafe, •— called her fervant, who w 
waiting, below,, and ordered him to j 
home and fetch the things flie had me 
tion'd ; -^ as her boufe was no farther < 
tlian the next flreet, the fellow return 
immediately with thenr:— the bundle w 
no fooner brought into the room than 11 
^ppen'd it, and fhew*d the company abo 
a yard of white fattin^ painted in wat 
colours, with cupids, fome flying, othc 
ftanding, butaJi of them with their bov 

extend c 
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extended as if to ihoot at hearts, which 
were every where fcatter'd, in a careiefs 
manner, upon the piece. 

There was no time for one fyllable to 
be utter'd, either in praife or difpraife 
of this pretty fancy ; — the moment Jady 
Twinckle had fpread it on a table Me- 
lifla fent forth a loud fhriek, which, to- 
gether with the exclamations that enfued, 
threw every one into the utmoft aftonUh* 
ment. 

Melijffa. « Confufion, — diftradion, — h 

* it poflTible ! — What can this mean, ma- 

* dam ? that piece of filk is mine, as well 
^ as the invention painted upon it. Pray 

* how came it into your lady (hip's 1^^ 

* feffion ? — ^But wherefore need I afk, — 

* the cafe is plain enough, —-that villain 

* Pencil, after the handfome prefent I 

* had made him for fccrecy, over and 

* above paying him for his work, has 

* moft cruelly betray'd me, expofed my 

* contrivance to you,- and ruiA'd my 

* defign. 

1 Lady Twinckle. * I am ftrangely fur- 

^I ' prifed ; — "fure this is the oddeft thiilg 

^k * that e^er happenM. — Indeed, my dear, 

^1 * I little thought that 1 was (hewing you 

]| * your own j — but I would not have y6u 

I . E a ^ Xvj 
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* Iny the blame on mr. Pencil ; — upon 

* my honour the poor man is perfedly 

* innocent in wl>at you accufe him ot> 

< for though I was at his ftiop one day 
/ laft week, and bought a five guinea 
« fun of him, he never once mention'd 
^ your name, or that he had been em- 

* pJoy*d by you in any work : — but I will 

* tell you the whole matter ; — my wo- 

* man, you muft know, wanting lome- 

* thing to new robe a gown 1 had lately 

* given her, went among the piece-brokers 

* behind St. Clement's church, where (he 

* made a purchafe of this remnant ; — oo 

* her bringing it home I was vaftly taken 

< with the whim, and refolved to have 

* fomething like it for a birth-day fuit-, 

* ^accordingly I fet a fan-painter to 
.< work upon the pattern, only direfted 

* him to make fome few alterationSi 
« which you fhall be judge whether for 

* the better or not. 

Meljfa. * Then it is by the mantua- 

* maker I have been thus bafely ufed.— 

< I could forgive the wretch for ftealing 

* my fiik -, »:— I know thofe creatures 

< make it a part of their trade to dc 
« fo, and will rather fpoil one's cloathi 

* than lofe what they look upon as theii 

* perquifites ; and for that reafon I al 
« ways allow five gr fix yards more thai 

« i 
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^ IS neceflary ; — but to be fo hafty 5.i 
the difpofal of her thelt, — to Jet what I 

* had invented on purpofe to be par- 

* ticular be i'een in the Ihop of a coa*i- 
' men piece-broker, before I had worn it 
' myfelf, is fuch a piece of impudence as 

* deferves, and Ihall meet with ail the 

* mifciiief I can do her.* 

No reply was made to what flie faid ; — 
lady Twinckle had by this time unfolded 
her petticoat, the fight of which fufii- 
ciently employed every eye and tongue ia 
the room ; — that lady had indeed i^reat- 
ly improvM upon McUiru's fancy ; for 
beCdes the ground of the faitiii bciiig alt 
over froftcd, as it were, with filv^r, the 
wings of the cupids and the ba. bs of their 
arrows were much better delineated, and 
the hearts difperfed in a more elegant 
manner-, — • Melifla, at fight of it, was" 
ready to fwoon, and the high commenda- 
tions (he heard given of it by the whole 
company increafed her difordcr. — Mon-' 
fieur La Mot, ha|5pening to turn his' 
head that way, and perceiving the con* 
fufion fhe was in, thought to remedy it 
by making her the following compliment : 

Monfieur La MoL * Well, madam, 
« whatever praifes lady Twinckle majT 

* at firft receive on account of this moft 

E 3 * agree- 
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* agreeable whim, they will afterwards 

* naturally recoil on you, as being the 
^ firft inventor. 

Lady Twirtckle. * Indeed I (hall do ] 
Melifla the juftice to acknowledge it. ■ 

Melifa. * Oh, madam, your ladyfliip 

* need not give yourfelf iny trouble 

* about the matter •, for I (hall neither 

* go to court to-morrow,, nor ever put 

* the cloaths upon my back. 

Lady ^winckle. * I am forry, my 

< dear, to find you are fo much difcon- 
« certad, efpecially as I know myfelf thc^ 
^ innocent oceafiori. — But fore my having 
' a gown fomething like yours will not 

* hinder you from paying your obedience 

* to the royal prefence. 

Melijfa.. « Since I am fo unlucky to be 

< fruftrated in my expedation, I do not 
*. chufe to appear in a thing fo exaftly of 
« the fame defign, and fo inferior in the 
« execution, to that your ladyfhip wilt 

* have on ;. therefore fliall not attempt to. 
•^ divide with you any part of the atten- 

* tion of the affembly. 

. Lesbia. ' What a pity it is one has not 

* the fame liberty of going to court as to 

• * a, maf- 
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* a mafquerade, in an antic habit, — if 

* fo, you might have rendered ydurieJf as 

* confpicuous as- a- certain lady of our ac- 

* quaintance did at the Venetian Ball in - 

* the charafter of Iphigenia/ 

Here enfued a general laughter, and 
the condud: of that lady hinted at by 
Lefcia gave occafion to many farcafms, 
which I forbear to, repeat on account of 
their fererky. — Meliflh, however, in fpite 
of her known talent for fatire, was en- 
tirely filent on the fubjccl, than which 
there could not he a greater proof how 
much her mind was taken up with the 
accident chat had befailen herfelf. 

It required, indeed, no great fhare of 
penetration to difcover that it was withi 
the utmoft difficulty this difappointed 
belie reftrained her ill humour within the 
bounds., of decency while the company^ 
ftaid ; but thfiy had no fooner taken leavd 
than fhe gave a loofe to alt the agitations- 
flie was pofTcfs^d of, and burft into fuch 
extravagancies of grief and rage, that^ 
whoever had feen her, without knov^in^ 
the caufe, muft have imagined fome fatal 
chance had deprived her of all the friends- 
and fortune fhe ha^d^^ to boaft of in the? 
world. i ^ ' 

E 4 A-while 
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Awhile fhc wept, and qtteiM the moft 
piteous lamentations ; — then rav'd and 
caird haftily for the unlucky garment 
that had been the caufe of her prefent 
woe i — fhe ftamp'd it under her feet 
upon the floor ;. — then fnatchtng it up 
ery'd, — * The fight of it never Ihali of- 

• fend me more •,* — and with thefe words 
was about to throw it upon the fire ; but 
her maid, whawas a quick-witted fpright- 
ly girl, catch'd hold of her arm, and pre- 
vented her from doing what fhe defign'd, 
with this Remonftrance : 

Maid. * Dear madam, do not quite 

• demolifh this pretty gown : — • if you 

• refclve never to wear it,, you may niakc 

• it into charming furniture : — befides, 
' a thought is juft now come into my 

• head, how fomc part of it may afford 

• you an ample revenge on lady Twincklc 

• tor ftcaling your invention. 

Melfffa. * Revenge ! — oh that it were 
« in my power : — but tell me how, — 

• by what means can I accomplifh it ? 

Maid. « Firfl, let me know, madam, 
« whether yoU can remember exadtly the 

• alterations made by hdy Twinckk ? 

Melifa 
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Melijfd. * O, yes perfeftly well : — • 

* the fight of that detefted petticoat, me- 

* thinks, is ftill before my eyes. 

Maid. * Well then, madam, if you 

* approve of the contrivance, I will take 

* as much out of the tail of the gown as 

* will make a robe de chambre for the 

* monkey ; — you mud give mr. Pencil 

* direftions to change the pattern juft like 

* lady Twinckle's ; — if he fits up all 

* night about it, a fmall prefent will make 

* him amends ; and I will undertake to 

* run up the habit, and a head^drefs and 

* three double ruffles, time enough for 

* Pug to make her appearance when the 

* ladies are going into court. 

Melijfa. * Thou would'ft not carry her 

* thither ? 

Maid. « Not into the palace, madam ; 

* — tho* tis poffible there may be as ill 

* figures there 5 — but my intention is to 

* attend lady Pug into the Mall, — fauntcr 

* about witn her in St. James's piazza, 

' and towards the foot of the great ftairs ' 

* where all the company go up : — I 

* warrant we (hall have eyes enough 
*i»pon us. 

I^i E5 ^HcVlpi. 
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Melijfa. * Sure there never was fuch at 
^ charming plot :— dear girl, I could al- 

• moft kils thee for it •, — to fee the 
« monkey below, and lady Twincklc 

* above in juft the fame livery^ — oh ! it 

* will be a lafting jeft, and turn all the 
« admiration fhe expefts itoto ridicule; 

♦ — but no time is to be loft, — let Joha 

♦ run this inftant to mr. Pencii^s, and 

* find him wherever be is ; — a fecond 

• difappokiment would quite break my 
^ heart.' 

The waiting-maid flew to* da as (he 
was commanded, and I retired at the^ 
feme time, fmiling within myfelf to have 
feen how much it is in the power of the 
fmalleft trifle, relating to drefs and orna- 
ment, to difcompofe a woman whofe folc 
ambitiottis to attraft public admiration. 

I had the curiofity, however, to go the^ 
next day about one o'clock to St. James's, 
where I found the plot I had heard con- 
certed was carry*d into execution j-i-Me- 
lifla*s monkey, attended by her maid^ 
were there before me ; and certainly a 
more diverting fight could not be fcen v 
— the girl had, indeed, dilcover'd an' 
uncommon ingenuity in the management! 
€>f this aflPaif 5. — fhe had not only deco J 

ratcJ 
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rated madam Pug in all the pun<5lilios 
ef a, fine lady, but alfo dexterouQy 
faften'd the fore limbs clofc to its fides, to^ 
prevent it either from jumping or affront- 
ing its new quality by going upon alb 
four-, fo that the little creature walked 
ereft and ftately on its bind feet amidft a. 
crowd of laoghing fpeftatorSj led by its 
careful conduftrefs by a piece of broad 
white ribband^ fixed to the neck of the 
robe'de chambre : — moft of the ladies,, 
and feveral gentlemen ftopp'd in their 
ehairs to pay their, compliments to the* 
burlefque belie •, and no fmall notice was^ 
taken of the figures painted on. the gar- 
ment. 

Qq thbi I could not dbiibt but the 
^Qfidtrivance woyld have all the fucceft 
aim'd at :hy. MeiilFa and hen. >maid, ^4n4 
was afterwards affured of it by a friend. 
who was that day at court, and told 'me 
that a general whifper,. accompanied with. 
a iheeFf, Faa through the whole aflfembl^ 
fm feeiog lady Twincklc'S cloaths ;— her 
ladyfliipy it fccms, has fihce been madt 
fully acquainted witk the matiter, aad-ii 
fo incenfed againft Meliffa^ that Ibe wiH< 
BQt coiBft inta any place wh^« fKe is* > • 

••'•'- ;• ■•-. • r-^r^ 
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CHAP. VI. 

Shews, that thd' a remijfnefs of eare 
in the bringing up of children, can 
fcarce fail of being attended with 
very .bad confequences ; yet that an 
over exaSl circumfpeBiony in minute 
things, may fometimes prove equally 
pernicious to their future welfare. 

VARIOUS were the reports con^ 
cerning Alinda, both while flie w«s 
alive and after her deceafe; but all the 
world could fay with any certainty, either 
of her affairs or conduct, nnight be con^ 
prizM in the following articles : 

That (he was the only child of a vcr/ 
cniinent and wealthy merchant in the 
city, who, on the death of his wife, left 
off bufinefs, and having purchafed an 
titate of near a thoufand pounds a year in 
the country, retired thither to paft the: 
remainder of his days, taking Alinda witb( 
him, at that time about ten years of age. ^ 

\ 

That through fome peculiarities in \ivs) 

ttWf^t ihewas educated in a very odd* 



f a(hion, — fecluded from all coavcrfation 
-with, the neighbouring gentry, and fcarcc 
fufFer'd to fpeak to any one out of their 
own family. 

That after his death, which happened 
in her feventeenth year, fhe returned, with 
the confent of her guardians, to London, 
— lived in a manner fuitable to her for- 
tune, and had many advantageous offers 
of marriage, all which (he rejected with- 
out giving any reftfon for doing b. 

That at one and twenty (he fell into a 
wafting diforder, which was judged to 
proceed rather from fbme inward grief 
preying upon her fpirits, than from any 
diftemper of the body ;— it baffled, how- 
ever, all the fkill or the phyficians, and 
Ihe expired after a tedious languifliment 
of near three years, leaving the poffeffion 
of her eftate to a nephew of her father's, 
who was the next 01 kiii. 

AH thefe things, I fay, were public ;— 
but as to the motive which made her 
avoid liftening to any propofals fof 
changing her condition, or the caufe of 
that melancholy which brought 'on her 
death, every one fpoke of them as they 
diought proper, and according as the dif- 

pofitions 
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pofitions of their own^ hearts. . inclineif 
them to judge. 

Few, however, were charitable enougb 
to put the beft conftru6lion on her con- 
d,u6t ; — fome faid fhe was* a^ man-hater ;— 
others j that loving the fex too well fhe 
could not think of entering into a. ftat^ 
which muft confine her to one alone: — r 
thofe who entertained the moft favourable 
opinion, imagined (he bad unhappily en- 
gaged her heart where th^re was no poffi- 
bility of a return : i — this laft conjedtur^ 
feemM^ indeed^ moftprobable^, and gainM 
ground after ftte feU into diat heavy 
languor which excluded her from all thofc 
pleafures fhe had been accuftom'd to par- 
take, and at length deprived her of life; 
— but all thisy to make ufe of tlie yulgas 
Adage, was fpeaking without b€K>k,-^my 
Gift of Invifibility gave me aJlQne tl^ 
means oCpenetrating n^to tjic myftery. 

As I had been acquainted with her, 
andvifited- her while (he continued to fee 
company^ I frequently f^nt, or call^di to 
enquire after her health ; ^— one day? whefi 
I did fo, a fervaht belonging to her kinf- 
man and heir at law, eame to the dobr ^ 
the fame time, and we both reeeiveicj for 
ai>(wer^ that (be expired the night befom. 

The 
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The fellow rai> direftly to inform his 
matter, to whom thefe tidings would pro- 
bably be not unwelcome; and I went 
kome, clapp'd on my Belt of Invifibility, 
and returned in a fhort time to the houfe 
of Alinda -, — the reader will perhaps won- 
der for what reafon> and it is not fitrl 
ihould k^ep him in ignorance* 

There was a clergyman lived in the^ 
houfe with her,, and performed the office 
of a chaplain V — he waa a; perfon who 
her father having conceived a Wgh opi- 
nion of had taken into- hb family, and 
fct over her in the manner of a preceptor^ 
and he had ever fince continued with* her j 
I had feveral tinies dined with himat hei^ 
table, and perceived he profeffibd an ex^ 
traordinary f^n£fcity and the eXtremeft 
regard for the welfare of his fair patro'^ 
nefs ; — and this it was that nmde me de-^ 
firous of feeing in what manner he would 
behave upon her death. 

I expefted to have found him either in 
his own chamber, bewailing rfie early fate 
of fo beneficent a friend, or fitting by 
her corpfe religiouffy moralizing on the 
fliadowy happinefs oi this tra^ifitoTy 
world \ but atter fecking him ia vaial, in 
thefe and fevcj:al. otbcr rt^msv^ at laft i 
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difcover'd him in a clofet, where I knew 
(he repofitcd her things of greatcft value ; 
— he was bufily employ'd m rummaging 
her buroe^ ftom the little cell of which 
1 faw him convey, as near asi I could 
guefs, between two and three hundred 
pieces of gold, and feveral bank bills to a 
much greater amount •, — he then pull'd 
out a drawer which contained her jewels 5 
— he firft took up one, — then another, 
-— furvey'd them with a greedy eye, but 
laid them down again and fhut the 
drawer; but, after a moment^s paufe, 
open'd it a fccond time and took out a 
ring fet round with large brilliants,— - * I 

* may keep this, cryM he, it will fcarce 

• be mifsM ; — or if it be, I can pretend 

* Ihe made me a prefent of it in her life- 

• time, and nobody will fufpeft the coii- 
« trary.' — Here he gave over his fearch, 
k)ckM the buroe, put the key into his 
pocket, and went into his own room. 

It would be hard for me to determine, 
whether aftoniihment or indignation was 
moft predominant in me at this fight ;— 
I wifh'd never to have beheld it, or that;' 
I had been at liberty to pluck the (acred/ 
robe from off the back of that vilfe pro- j 
phaner of his order ; — I was going away 
with a mind more troubkd than I ca^ 
well exprefs, when one of AUnda's maidl 
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came running into the room with a feal'd 
packet in her hand^ and deliverM it to this 
difciple of Judas Ifcariot, telling^ him at 
the fame time, that it had been found 
under her miftrefs's pillow juft after her 
death > but that (he had forgot in the hurry 
to brmg it to him before. 

He replyM, with an afFefted indifFe* 
rence, that it was very well ; — that he 
would look over the papers and take care 
that whatever injunftions they contained 
fhould be fuIfilPd, — and with thefe wordsi 
difmifs'd her. 



The fuperfcription on the cover of this 
jacket was to a lady with whom Alinda* 
lad been extremely intimate, but had not' 
een for a confiderable time, fhe being' 
excluded, as well as the reft of her ac- 
quaintance, after (he fell into that deep 
melancholy which ended her days \ — the 

!)rieft inimediately broke the feal, and 
bund a Kttle letter to the above men- 
tioned lady, — thq contents whereof Were 
as follow : 

•* Dear Madam, 
** npH AT I have oot feen you fo 
•* A long has not been owing to want 
" of friendfhip, but to a refolution of 
** depriving n^yfelf of every thing that 
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* was agreeable to me in life -, and that 
I do not now, in thefe laft moments of 
my life, afk to fee you is only becaule 
I would not tax your pity, with the fight 
of fo fad an objed ; — I am blafted, my 
dear friend, withered in my bloom, and 
fcarce the fhadow of what I was ; the 
enclofed memoirs wifl inform you of 
the cruel caufe, which I entreat you 
will publilh to the world after my de- 
ceafe ; — the fhocking tale may perhaps 
be a fcrviceablc warning to fome pa- 
rents as well as children: — I have 
given my coufin ****** orders con- 
cerning fome things I would have 

V. ^ney ^tmong the- n>jn>ber of which is, 
that he will prcfent you with my hoop 

' diamond ring i«--I beg you will accept 

^ wd wear it in remembrance of 

your dy^rig friend,. 

He ftaited, — bent his i brows, turned: 
pftle and red by- tupn^. and- fcem'd'.in 
great confufion while looking ov«r thisi 
little epiftle 5 but all his emotions were 
very 'much increafed' on examkting the 
papers that accompany'd dt v — ftill as he' 
read he toce the leaves afunder ^nd 
threw them cm the fire, which happening 
not to burn very fiercely, I: was quick 

enough 
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enough to fnatch from the intended de- 
vaftation and convey into my pocket, 
while he was taken up with the remain- 
ing pages, thought himfelf fecure by the 
tale of his mifdeeds being extindt in all 
devouring flames. 

He had but juft finiflied, when a fer- 
vant came running into the room, and 
told him that rar* ***** was below, and 
having been informed that Alinda's keys 
had been deliver*d to him, demanded to 
fpeak with him immediately ;-^— on this the 
artful hypocrite compofed his counte- 
nance, drew every feature into the at- 
tituide of fQlen:in fadnefs,, and hpl^ing a 
white handkerchief to his eyes, went 
down to ad the part he thought would 
beft become him before the kinfmaa of^ 
Alinda. 

I followed clofe at his heels into tKe^' 
parlour, where mn ***** and two other* 
perfons waited for him ;-4ie began, with* 
Well diflembkd grief, to expatiate' da' 
the lofs the world had in fo excellent a' 
lady as Alinda : and faiFd not, in his ha- 
rangue, artfully to intermix foitlecppaifcs' 
on himfelf, for the good principles his. 
precepts had ingrafted on her mind; 

Mr^ 
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Mr. *«»*♦ feem*d to tak* very little 
notice of air he faid on this occafion, and 
prevented him from going fo far as per- 
haps he ocherwifc would have done, by 
telling him, in a very grave and referv'd 
tone, that he was in great hafte at prefent \ 
•— that he came thither only to give the 
neceffary orders concerning his coufm^s 
funeral ; and that till the melancholy 
ceremony was over, he fhould put a friend 
in poffeffion of the houle, and whatever 
cfFefts it contam'd ; therfore expcfttd the 
keys of every thing fhould be imme- 
diately delivered. 

To this the parfon reply'd, — that he 
had got them into his hands with no other 
view than to fecure them for him, who 
had the undoubted right to all which his 
dear benefadrcfs had been miftrefs of ;— 

* For indeed^ continued he, I apprc- 

* hended fomc foul play might have been 

* attempted, as at the hour of her deceafc 

* (he had none but fervants about her, 
^ fome of whom had been too lately taken 

* into the family to have given any great 

^ proofs of their integrity/ ^ 

After this they went through every 
room, examining what was to be found; 
^1 which fcrutiny, as yet, afforded tha 



\ 
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10 reafon for complaint : — on open- 
be abovemention'd buroe, and look- 
ver Alinda*s jewels, he aiifs'd not 
ing he had been defrauded of; but 

the other private drawers prefented 
fo little of what he expeded, he 
I not forbear difcovering fome fuf- 
1, as it muft be own'd he had fuf- 
t caufe; for the perfon who had 
beforehand with him in the fearch, 
left no more than eight guineas and 
fix-and-thirty piece in fpecie, with 

or four bills of an inconfiderable 



I am furprifed, faid mr. ♦**♦*, that a 
»man of my confin's fortune (hould 
ve herfelf fo bare of calh •, and can- 
t imagine by what means (he diflipa- 
I fo large z yearly income/ — * Aias, 
/ reply'd the pretended zealot, with 
ands and eyes lifted up to heavens- 
ought not to appear ftrangc to you, 
at a ladv of your excellent kinf- 
>nlan's cnaritable and benevolent dijT. 
»lition (hould refu(e nothing in her 
iwer, when the cries of diftrefs and the 
oans of aflaidtion callM for her a(rif. 
nce. — If you would know in what 
anner (he difpofed of her money, en • 
aire of hofpitals, the prifons, arid 
le necelfitous petitioners that every 
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* day received their fuftenance from her 

* bounty, and you will find an eafy ac- 

* count of her expences in her large and 

* numerous donations * 

Mr. ***** only anfwerM fuUenly, that 
he fhould be better able to judge how 
he ought to think of the affair after he 
had fpoke to her Heward ; on whxch the 
other clapping his hand upon his breaflj 
was beginning to make many afTevera- 
tions, that till that moment he never 
knew what fum or fums the lady had by 
her when fhe died, or had ever look'd, 
nor even entertained a tliought of looking 
into any place where it might be fup- 
pofed ftie kept her money. — I flaid 
not, however, to hear what efFeft his 
hypocrify produced, but went home, be- 
ing impatient to fee tlie contents of 
Alinda's manufcript. 




ci 
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C H A P. VII. 

/T/// fully fatisfy all the curiofity the 
former may have excited. 

THE hafte I made in fnatching the 
following papers from the flames, 
?iappUy preferv'd them fo entirely from 
the deftruftion to which they had been 
deflin'd, that tho* the edges were in 
many places much fcorch*d, yet not a 
fmgle word throughout the whole was 
any way damaged ; and the reader may 
depend on having the ftory as perfedt as 
if he faw it in the heroine's own hand. 

Memoirs of the unfortunate Alinda, 
wrote by berfelf and faithfully tran^ 
fcrib'dfrom the original copy. 

^« T Am fenfiWe that many people haVe 
*• A been very bufy with my fame white 
^* living, nor do I expiExSt to be treated 
^' with lefs feverity after I am dcfld 5 — I 
^* cannot, however, think ^ Art ctertiil 
** feparation from this world, withbilt 
** leaving fomething behind me which 
^' may fenre to clear up thofe paflages 
^* in my conduft, which by their beirijg 

** myfte- 
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♦* myfterious have given room for ccn* 

** fure ; and I do not this with any 

*« view of foftcning the afperity of the 

*' ill-natured for the errors I have been 

^« guilty of, or of exciting compaflion in 

** the more generous and gentle for my 

«' misfortunes; but merely to the end 

** that if I am condemned, I may be con- 

«* demn'd for real^ not imaginary fadts, 

*' Sorry am I to accufe a father who 
«* fo tenderly lovod me -, yet certain it 
♦* is, that his over anxiety for my welfare 
« has been the primary fouice of every 
^* woe my heart has laboured under-, and 
" that by his millaken endeavours to 
«* make me great and happy, I have been 
*« rendered the moft miferablc of created 
«' beings. 

•* The fortune 1 was born to, be 
•* ppffefs'd of, and fbme natural endow- 
«* ments his aflflpftion fancy M in ine, 
«« made him flatter hinifeif withi the 
*• hopes of feeing me one <^yjplaze 
«« forth in all the pon^) of ^u^M; nor 
•* could he endure the thoughts dJOTiarry- 
*'* ir^ me to any man beneath^ne rank 
" of right honourable j and for 'fear any 
*• partial in^ination qf my own Ihould 
** difappoint thcfe high railed expefta- 
•< tions, be kept me from the conver- 

";;fation 
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fation of every one whom he thought 
capable of attradting a heart unbyafs'd 
by intereft, and unambitious of gran- 
deur. 

" Soon after my mother's death he 
quitted bufinefs^ and retir'd to an eftatc 
he had fome time before purchafed in 
the country : — when we removed, I 
' was too young to have any tafte for 
' the pleafures of the town, and regret- 

* ted only the want of thofe play-fellows 
' I had left behind ; — indeed I wonder 
' that I was not quite moped ; I was 
' fuffer'd to go to no fchool, tho* there 

* was a great one very near us ; — never 

* ftirrM beyond the precinfts of our 

* garden walls ; — went not to church, 

* becaufe there it would have been im- 
' poflible for me not to fee and be feen ; 

* — no company vifited us ; for my 
\ father deprived himfelf of the pleafure 

* of converfing with any of the neigh- 
" bouring gentry, for fear that, as I 
'' grew up, I might take a liking too 
'* 1om%one or other of their fons, none 
'' of whom he thought a match good 
'* enough for me, as they were not dig- 
'* nified with titles : — 1 had learn d 
" writing and dancing, but was far from 
" being perfeft in either ; and my fa- 
'* ther, being unwilling I fhould be with- 

Vol. L F *^ o>ox 
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** out tKefe accomplifhments^ took the 
** pains himfdf to fet me copies to im- 
*' prove me in the one, and at lopgtli 
*' provided a matter, too old and too 
** ugly to give him any apprehenfions, 
** to inftruft me in the other -, — befides 
** thefe two avocations, I had no amufe- 
*' ment except reading, which, as I 
** much delighted in, my father con- 
** ftantly fupply'd me with fuch booltf 
*' as he thought proper for my fex and 
" age. 

" Excepting fome treatifes of divi- 
*' nity, the fubjefts of my entertainment 
** afforded little improvement to my 
** underttanding, they confifting only 
* * of romances, and fome few very oW 
*' plays -, fo that the ideas they infpirw 
** me with were as antiquated as tr 
** habits worn in the days of queen El 
" zabeth, and I was utterly ignora 
*' of the modes, manners and cuftoi 
«* of the age I lived in. 

** In this ftupid and difpiriting fitu 
*« tion did I pafs full nineteen month 
** about the expiration of which time i) 
*' father happened into company with 
** perfon who wears the facred appfl 
** ranee of an Ecclefiaftic ; but i^' 
f« reality one of thofe mcntionM in/ 
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^^ writ by the name of wolves in flieeps 
" cloathing ', — his outward behaviour 
" feeiM direftod by the miniftcrs of 
'' grace and goodnefs, while in his trea* 
" cherous heart a thoufand fiends lie in 
** wait to bring ruin and deftruftion on 
" the credulous liftner to his wiles ; — byt 
*' before I proced in my unhappy ftory, 
*' it is .fit I fhould give a more parti - 
" cular charaftcr of the wretch w1k> hat 
** (0. great a fhare in it. 

*« Firft for his eytraftion :— his father 
*' was a frenchman, fervant to a perfort 
" of diftihdion in Normandy j but having 
" more ambition than honefty, found 
•* means to rob his matter of a confider* 
*' able fum and came over to 'England, 
*' where he fet up for a gentleman and a 
*^moft zealous proteftant, told a long 
** plaufible ftory of the great hardfhips 
** he had fuftain'd on the fcore of re- 
*^ ligion, and found here the fame pity 
*' and encouragement as many others 
*' had done who fly here for an afylum 
^' on the fame pretences* 

"Soon after his arrival he married 
" a Dutchwoman, by whom he had a 
*' fon who inherits all his father* s virtues^ 
*' and is the perfon whofe ftory is fo 
*' unhappily intcfwoven with my own* 

F 2 " Yo\3.w^ 
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** Young Le Bris, for that is the 
<* name of this worthy family, difco- 
** verM in his youth fome indications of 
•* a good capacity for learning, info- 
** much that a certain lord taking a 
** great fancy to him, fent him to Weft- 
*' mifter fchool, and afterwards to the 
•« Univerfity, in order to qualify him 
*' for the pulpit, afluring him that he 
•* Ihould not be without a hand fome be- 
•* nefice as foon as he (hould be fit to 
♦* receive it. 

*< But he had fcarce completed his 
*' ftudies for that purpofe, when all his 
•* prefent fupport and future expe^ations 
«« vanilhM on the fudden death of his 
*' noble patron, which was foUowM in 
•* a few months after by that of his fa- 
*• ther, fo that he was left entirely def- 
«' titute, his mother not being able to 
** afford him the lead affiftance. ' 

«* After many long and fruitlefs fol- 
*' licitations for a living, he was glad to 
•* accept of a fmall curacy in one of the ^ 
** remoteft counties in England, where j 
** he refided feveral years ; but was air 
^* laft turned out on account of ncglefl^ 
** of duty, and other mifbehaviour ; -i 
^^ he then came back to London, -^ 
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" gave out printed bills for teaching 
^' French and Latin at very low rates ^ 
*' but finding little encouragement that 
*' way turn'd Fleet-parfon, earn'd a pre- 
** carious fuftenance by clandcltine mar- 
'' riagcs. 

" It was in thefe wretched circum- 
" fiances that my father met with him, 
.'l being in town on fome bufinefs, and 
^' being told by fome one, who it is likely 
* '' knew no more of him than what he was 
** pleaftd to fay of himfelf, that he was 
*« a very worthy, dio' diftrefsM clergy- 
" man, made him the offer of a hand- 
'^ fome fallary to come into his family^ 
*' by way of chaplain -, and*, withal, to 
** infl:ru6b me in the French language^ 
*^ and whatever elfe Was fit for me to 
*^ learn, or he was capable of teaching ; 
** — he readily embraced the propofal^ 
** and on my father's return came dowa 
'* with him. 

" My father prefented him to me as a 
'' kind of Tutor^ or Preceptor ; — told mc 
** I muft fubmit myfelf to his direftions, 
*' — be attentive to all he faid to me> 
'' and in every thing treat him with^the 
*' greateft refpeft and reverence •, '* -^ 
* For, added he, it is by the leffons he 
F 3 * ia 
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* is capable of giving you, that yc 
^ alone can make any fhining figure i 

* the ftation wherein 1 hope to fee yo 
^ placed. 

** It wilU perhaps, afford fome matt< 
*' of furprife that my father, who hs 
*' hitherto preferved fuch an extrcn 
*' caution in preventing my having tl 
** lead converfation with any man, Ihou 
" now fo ftrcnuoufly recommend th 
«',parfon to me; but it muft be co: 
*' fider'd, that he was no lefs than fix 
*' feven and forty years of age ; — th 
" tho* not deformed was far trom han- 
*' fome ; and^ befides, had a certain a 
^* fterity in his manners which could n 
** be thought would be very agreeal 
** to youth. 

" It was, indeed, fome time befqf 
^* could be contented with the doml 
*^ given him over me ; but my obedj 
*' to my father obliging me to b<f 
** towards him; with efteem, cuftcl 
" laft converted that complairance,| 
*' at firft was no more than feign'cl 
** fincere : — a kind of affedlion, | 
" grecs, mingled itfelf with the reif 
*' I was bid to pay him \ — I w|/ 
*« fo happy as in the hours fet a| 
** receiving his inftruftions ; i 
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•* thoughts of the benefits that might be 
** fuppofed to accrue from them afrorded 
** mq lefs: pkafure than the praifes I wa$ 
^' always certain" he would beftow on my 
'* docility. — In fine^ I not only lov'd 
** the Teacher for the Precept's lake ; 
" hut, as the poet fays, 

I lovM the Precepts for the Tfeaclier^j 
fake, 

** Nor is it to be wondcr*d at that I 
** tafted more fatisfadlian in his fociety 
" tbaa I had ever known before -, — I 
*' wanted not ideas^ tho' hitherto I had 
*' nothing to improve them : — I had 
'V been allow'd to converfe with none but 
• the fervants, who could only divert 
" me with idle tales of thieves, appari- 
** tions, and haunted houfes j — my 
" tutor, after having finifh*d his graver 
" leffons, would frequently entertain me 
" with fbme extraordinary incident or' 
'* other,, either taken from hiftory or ro- 
** mance ; but, whetiier real or fi^itious, 
-'' I had fenfe enough to know were fuclr 
*' as enlarged my underftanding as welK 
" as charmed my ears. 

" It is certain, indeed, that he fpar'd 
** no pains to infinuate himfelf into my 
" good graces •, and no lefs certain alfoy 
F 4. *«-^tha^ 
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*• that the ungrateful defign he had in 
*' doing fo fucceeded to the utter deftruc- 
** tion of the whole happinefs of my fu- 
** ture life •, and, at laft, of my life itfelf, 
** as wijl appear by thcfe memoirs, which, 
" while I am writing, I know not whe- 
'• ther I (hall have ftrength to finilh. 

*• I fliall therefore reduce my unhappy 

^* ftory into as (hort a compafs as I can: 

•* —in fpite of the little amiablenefs this 

'* Tutor had in his perfon ; — in fpitc of 

•* the vaft difparity of years between us, 

** I conceived the moft tender afFcftion 

" for him ; -^ alas I was then too young, 

« — too innocent, to know what was 

'^ mearjc by the word love, any farther 

•* than tharlove which we naturally bSar 

** to a father, brother, or fome other near ; 

** relation, — and thought not that what \ 

•' J felt for him was any more, or would 

" be attended with any other confe 

" quenc-es ; and, as I apprehended ^ 

^' fhame or danger in the kindnefs I h^ 

** for him, endeavoured not to put a ftQ 

** to the growth of it, nor even to co| 

" ceal it. 

** But'Le firis faw much better \f 
** my heart than I did myfelf, and dr^ 
" iag left my father fhould be alarm'iE 
*,* the too open foadnefs of my behav^' 
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him^ began to treat me with lefs 
niliarity, ^nd exerted the maflier 
ach more than he had done •, — this 
ange both furprifed and griev'd me ; 
■ I bore it, however, for two whole 
ys, without fecming to take any no* 
e of it ; but on the third-, being 
Dne with him in his clofet, , where 
:onfl:antIy 'went every morning to re- 
ive my Icffons," — * What is the 
tter with you, my dear Tutor, faid 
I hope I have done nothing to offend , 
a ? — I am fure I would not willing- 

be guilty of defeifving that you 
mid frown upon me/ — ' No, my 
!cious charge, reply'd he after ^ 
ufe, it is not in your nature to give 
ence ; but I would not mcur your 
iher's difpleafure either towards you 

me ; — men are apt to be jealous of 
* afFeftions of their children, and I 
1 fometimes afraid that he fhould 
ink you love me almoft as well as 
m do him.* — * Indeed I do fo, -— 
lite as well, cry'd I eagerly. But 
hy ftiould he be angry at that, when 

bid me ufe you with the fame love 
id refpeft as I did himfelf V 

People on fbme occafions, anfwer*d 
\ will be difpleafed at a too cxa(a: 
;rformance of their own commands v 
F 5 ^ '^xx^ 
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and if my worthy Patron, your father, 
fhould happen to be of this opinion, 
the eonfequence would infallibly be an 
eternal feparation between ua^ — he 
would drive me from his houfe, and I 
fhould never fee my pretty charge 
again/ 



« If you think fo, returned I, though 
« I hate all kind of diffimulation, 1 will 
^ make him believe I am weary of leara«« 

* ing of you, and that I cannot abide 

* you.* — * Dear pretty angel, cry'd 

* he, tenderly taking me in his arms; 

* there is no need of going to fuch cx- 
« tremes ; — I would only have you be^ 

* have with more diftance towards mc 

* than you have done of late ; and it will 

* not be amifs if you fometimes csmplaiE 

* that I fct you too hard leflbns'j becaufe 

* if you fliould feem to learn too fail, he 

* may begin tQ think there will foon bl 

* lio occafion for a Tutor.' — '* Well 

* faid I, I will do every thing you bid 

* me; for indeed it would almoft breah 

* my heart to part with you.* — " Hert 
^ he kifsM oflF the tears that fell from mj 
** eyes in fpeaking thefe laft words,, and 
•* I returned all his endearments with the 
•' fame affeftion as the fondeft chile 
** would do thofe of the jpoft indulges 
** parent. 
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**' It will, perhaps,, feem a Ifttfd ftrange: 
^ that a ^rl turn'd of thirteen, as I thea'- 
" was, fhould think or aft in the manner- 
" I did r but the way in which I had^ 
" been brought up left me in the fame* 
"ignorance and innocence as- others qf- 
** fix or feven years: old.. 

.■ r 
" I obeyed his inffiruftions* with ^6'> 
** much exadnefs, that my father was fai?: ^,* 
** from fufpeding either my- folly or the ^ V, 
'* bafenefs of the perfon he had fet over 
** me : — the reft of the family were no' 
^ more quick-fighted, nor it could not- 
** be expeftcd they fhould be fov,— our" 
" houfe-keeper, tho* a very good» wa3' 
" a filly old woman, and knew nothing, 
** beyond the oeconomy of thofe affairs^ 
"committed to her charge ; — the maid^ 
*• who waited on me was heV daughter, ^ 
" and had been bred to think every mani 
•* who wore the habit of a Parfon was tp^ 
•* be worfliipM ; and the other fcrvants « 
** were too feldom with us to have any 
"opportunity of niaking difcoverieSr 

♦* I arrived at irry fourteenth year;— *-- 
*• my father kept my birth-day fo far as > 
** to order fomething better, than ordi- 
** nary for dinner, and drapk my healtji^^. 
?* fqveral times at table 5-— amongothiet • 
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** difconrfe concerning me, he fai 
cc Bris/' — ' Well, Doaor, yoi 

* will now begin to think hcrfe 

* man, and I muft find a hufbani 

* who will be able to reward 

* you have taken of* her with a \ 
« Benefice.' *' To which the 
*' hypocrite replyM,i— That the 
'' of feeing his worthy patron's < 
*' happy, would be to him the 
*' nefice he could obtaia. 

'^ Nothing farther pafsM at t 
*^ on the fame fubjeft •, but t 
** morning, when I was alone ^ 
Tutor in his clofet/* * Do ycu 
ber, my dear mifs, cry'd he, 
very melancholy air^ what yoi 
faid yefterday ? — you will be 
foon, and I (hall lofe you for 
Do not talk fo, reply'd I hafti 
not want to be married v bu 
father (hould compel me to it 
hufl3ands in the worJd ihould n 
me forget my dear Tutor ; — 
fliall always live with me •, — 
not part from. you to Be a dutcl 
lady mayorefs.' — ' Nor woul 
from you, faid he, taking me in 1 
for an archbifhopric \. — and to 
continued he, I have receive^ 
fince I have been hcre^ with the 
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* feveral great livings ; but I have re- 

* fufcd them all rather than quit my dear 
' pupil.* — ' Have yau indeed, returned 
' I, hanging fondly on him ? — ;- oh how 

* kind you have been ! — I ftiould be the 

* mod ungrateful creature upon earth if 
' I did not love you dearly for it.' — ' But 

* will you always keep me with you, 

* cry*d he ?* — ' A% long as I live, 

* anfwer'd 1/ — ' Will you fwear it, 

* rejoin'd he ?* — * Yes, anfwer'd I, a 
^ thoufand and a thoufand times over,, if 

* you defire it.* 

" The wretch did not fail to take me 
" at my word : — I bound my felf, by 
*' the mod folemn imprecations that 
** words could form, that when I be- 
" came miftrefs of my aftions he Ihould 
'* always live with me. — After this, the 
" hours we pafs'd together were cm- 
" ploy'd more in improving the foolifh 
** affedion^ I had for him, than in any 
*' leffons for improving my underftand- 
" ing. — My rather imputed the flow 
" progreJs I made in my ftudies not to 
" any want of ability in nry teacher, but 
" to my own negleft, and often chid me 
" for it, which I bore patiently, as 1 bc- 
** lieved it the fureft means of keeping 
" my dear Tutor with me : — this he 
." took fo kindly^ that he told me one 
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*^ day, he flattcr'd himfelf I lov'd him' 
** almoft as well as I did my father.^'— 
^ I hope it is no fin, cry'd I childiflily, 

* if 1 love you quite as- well ?* — ' Far 
« from it, anfwcr'd he, you are only his 

* daughter by nature, but you are mine 

* by affeSiion •, — you are the child of 
•^ my foul, and therefore ought to love 

* me better/ — 'I am glad of that, re- 

* join'd I^ for indeed I do love you a 

* great deal better, — • I am fure I do *r 

* for. I don't feel half the pkafure when 
^ he kiflcs me as when you do ; — and 

* when you take me in your arms my 
•' heart beats as if it would come out.' — 
" It will fcarce be doubted but that he 
<* now beftow'd upon me thofe endear- 
** ments I had declarM myfelf fo well' 
** fatisfied with ; and fome minutes after, 
«* as I had turn'd to a looking-glafs to 
*v* adjuft fome difordef in my head-drefs, 
** he puird me to him, and majcing 
** me fit upon his knee,' -• — * You are 
< very pretty, my dear mifs, faid he, and' 

* have no deicd: in your fbape, but being 
^a little too flat before ;,* — " with thefe 
♦* words he thurft one of his hands with- 
•« in my ftays^ telling, me that handling 
** my breafts would mak^e them grow, 
^••^and LIhould then be a perfed beauty. 

*« Not 
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*' Not confcious of any guilt I was ig- 
** norant of fhame ; and thinking every 
•* thing he did was right, made not the 
** lead refiftance r but fuffer'd him, by 
^^ degrees, to proceed to liberties, which,. 
*' had I known the meaning of, I fhould 
** have ftabb'd him for attempting ;; but,. 
" as I have fomewherc read. 



By no example warn'd how to beware^, 
y very innocence became my fnare. 
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*• h will, periiaps, be fuppofed that the 
^ perfidious man did not flop here, but 
** proceeded yet farther, to the yf ter > 
"completion of my diihonourv burl; 
" (hall do him the juftice to fay he never 
" oflfer^d any fuch thing ; thotugh I have 
" good reafons to believe he was pre^ 
" vented only by his fears of the confe- 
•' quences that might have attended it^ 
^ t6 the ruin of a defign which ppomifed 
"him nM>re fatisfa6tion than the enjoy* 
" ment of my perfon. 

*^ In the ridiculous way I have been- 
^ defcribing did we continue *tiU I was . 
** in my feventecnth year, about which . 
** time my father being obliged to go to-, 
^London on a law affair, he left the 
!^ fok management of the family, as weU 
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*' as of myfelf, to his favourite chaplain j 
*' 'till he fhould return, which he expeft- 
" ed to do in two monthis. 

"He had not been gone full three 
«•» weeks before a ftranger came to our 
** houfe on a vifit to my Tutor; — he re- 
•* ceived him with great marks of civi- 
*^ lity, and told me afterwards that he 
*»• was the land-fteward of a nobleman 
" who had fent him on purpofe to court 
" his acceptance of a benefice worth near 
** eight hundred pounds per annum : — 
" as I fufpefted not the truth of this I 
«' was terribly frightened, and cryM out,* 

* •*— Then you will leaye me at laft !' — 

* It would be with an extreme reluftance 

* I fhould do fo, reply'd he ; but what 

* can I do ? — If I fhould hereafter be 

* expofed to any misfortunes, how would 

* the world blame me for having refufed 

' fuch an offer ?' — ' What misfortunes, j 

* faid I, have you to fear ? — I fliall al- 1 

* ways have enough to fupport my dear^^ 

* Tutor/ ' } 

« My dear child, refum'd he, you fc 

* get that when once you are marri 

* there will be nothing in your power 

* all will be your hufband's, who 

* take it into his head to turn me ouf 

* door dircftly,* -^ ♦ No fuch matter,) 
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* ply'd I haftily, for I will' make him pro- 
^ mife and fwear beforehand to keep you 
■ always in the family/ — * Few men, faid 
' he, pay any regard, after they become 
' hufbands, to the promvfes and vows 
' they made when they were lovers. — In 
' fine, my little angel, continued' he^ 
' taking me tenderly in his arms, there is 
^ but one way to kcure our lading hap- 
^ pinefs, to which if you agree I will im- 
^ mediately refufe the great offer now 
^ made me, with all my future hopes of 
' rifing in the church, . and devote myfelf 

* eternally to you/ 

" Thefe laft words I thought fo highly 
'* obliging to me, that I hung about 
** his neck, kifs*d his cheek, and ery*d, 
** I would do every thing he would have 
** me ; — he then told me that a writing 
*^ Ihould be drawn up between us, by 
** which we fhould mutually bind our- 
" fclves, under the penalty of the half of 
** what either fhould be pofTefsM of, 
** never to feparate. 

'* On my ready compliance with this 
** propofali he ventured to make a fe- 
** cond, even more impudent than the 
" firfb •, »— after feeming to confider a 
" little within himfelf/* — * I have been 
* thinking, faid he, that if the perfon 

' you 
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•• within a week of the time my father 
^* was expeded home, when, inLlead of 
** himfelf came the melancholy account 
** that he had been feiz'd v^ith an apo- 
" pleftic fit, and tho* he recovtrM from 
" it, expired within tWo hours after •, — 
** he had made his will about a year k- 
** fore, by which he left me fole heir of 
*' every thing he was in pofiTtflion of, 
** except a few legacies, and in cafe his 
** demife (hpuld happen before I was 
•* married, or of age,- appointed two 
** gentlemen for his executors and my 
** guardians ; — they both wrote to me, 
** as did alfo my coufin ******^ ac- 
" quainting me tl at it was ncceflliry I 
^' (hould come to London direftly on 
*' this occafion, and each inviting me to 
'* their refpeftive houfes, which as they 
*' lived in different parts of the town, 
** I was at liberty to chufe which I 
« liked beft. 

** My Tutor, however, difluaded me 
" from accepting any of their offers, and 
** told me he would write to a friend 
" in London to provide a ready-furnilh'd 
«f houfe for my receptioH, till thirds 
" were fettled, and I Ihould refolve whe- 
** ther I would refide in town or coun- 
•* try; — accordingly he did fo, and 
" when we came within ten miles of 

** London 
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** London we were met on the road by 
*' the lawyer, who, as I have fince dif- 
*' cover'd, was his chief agent in every 
*' thing V — he condufted us to a houfc 
** in Jermin-ftreet, which was indeed 
" very neat and commodious. 

" It was late when we arriv'd, but I 
" did not. fail to fend the next morning 
" to my two Guardians and coufm *♦*♦, 
*' who all came to fee me the. fanie day, 
" and exprefs'd themfelves in veryafFec- 
*' tionate terms ; — I prefented my Tutor 
" to them, as a perfon for whom my 
*' father had a high efteem, on which 
*' they treated him with that refped they 
•* fuppofed him to deferve. 

*^ I now enter'd into a fcene of life 
*'^ altogether new to me; — feveral di- 
*' ftant relations, ^hom I knew only by 
" their names ; and many other gentle- 
*' men and ladies, who had been acquain- 
** ted with my mother, came to pay 
** their refpefts to me; — • all my morn- 
" ings were taken up with meflageij and 
** compliments, and all my aftcrnooifc 
** with receiving and returning vifits.— *- 
•' How ftrange was the tranfitiori ? - — 
** from being confined to the narrow pre- 
" cindts of a lone country manfion, I 
^* had now the whole metropolis to range 

* in 1 
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*^ formerly done; and, inftead of cona- 
*' plying with it, quitted the houfe I 
*'' was in, hired another upon leafe, and 
" furnifh'd it in the mofc elegant manner 
** I could : — he grew very grave on my 
" behaviour ; but as I kept firm to both 
" the engagements I had made with 
** him, he had no pretence to complain 
*' of my actions in other matters. 

" For a time, indeed, my head was 
^ not the leaft turned towards marriage 5 
" — I thought no farther of the men 
*' than to be vain and delighted with 
*' their flatteries ; — happy would it have 
** been for me had I continued always 
" in this mind ; but my ill fate too foon, 
*' alas, prefented me with an obje£t 
'* which convinced me, that all the joys 
'* of public admiration are nothing, when 
*' compared to one foft hour with the 
*' youth we love, and by whom we 
** think we are beloved. 

'« I believe there is little need for me tx) 
•* fay that this objed, fo enchanting to 
** my fenfes, was the young, the hand- 
** fome, the accomplifh'd Amafis :— ^the' 
** world, whom he made no fccrct of 
** the paffion he profefsM for me, was 
^ alfo witnefs in what manner I jrccraved 
^ it ; — ^we appeared together *n all pub- 

*' lit 
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** lie places ; — I treated him in all com- 

** panics witli a difference which ihewM 

«' the efteem I had for him : — my friendi 

«« approved my choice, and the union 

^* between us was look'd upon as a thing 
** fo abfolutely determined, that many 

*^ believed the ceremony was already 

«* over, when, to their great furprife, 

** they faw at once that we were uttfrly 

*' broke off, and in a very fhort time 

*« after, the ungrateful Amafis become 

** the hufband of another. 

** My tutor, on perceiving me incH- 
•* ned to favour Amafis more than I had 
*' ever done any of thofe who had hi- 
" therto addrefs'd me, began to rail at 
«« him, and tell me a thoufand ridicu- 
«* lous ftories he pretended to have heard 
•< in relation to his conduft •, — I ftill re- 
<* tained too much reverence for this 
** wicked man to contradift what he 
** faid, but not enough to enable me to 
•' conquer my new pafljon ; — I loved 
** Amafis, and continued to give him 
*« daily proofs of it -, — th^is fo incenfed 
" him, that he told me one day, — that 
•* he wonderM 1 would encourage the , 
" courtlhip of a man whom I muft never 
•* expeft to marry.*' — v Why not, fir, 

• anfwerM I, neither his Jbirth nor for- 

• tune a# inferior to mine.* — • * Sup- 

' pofe 
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* pofe them fo, rejoinM he, the moft 

* material thing is wanting, which 15 

* my confent.* — * When I gave you 

* that power over me, faid I, you pro- 
*.miled never to thwart my inclination.* 

* I did fo, reply'd he ; but, to be plain 

* with you, I then expefted all your in- 

* clination would be in favour of myfelf.* 

* — Yourfelf ! cry*d I, more furprifed 

* than words can def.ribc.' — * Yes, 

* Alinda, refumed he, jnethinks the thing 

* fliould not appear fo odd to you ; — - 

* call back to your remembrance the 

* familiarities that have paftM between us, 

* and then juftify, if you can, to virtue 

* or to modefty, the leaft defire of giving 

* yourfilf to any other man.* 

** Rage, — aftonifhment, and fhame, 
*' for the folly I had been guilty of, fo 
*^ overwhelmed my heart at this reproach, 
** that I had not power to fpeak one 
** word, but ftood looking on him with 
** a countenance which, I believe, fuffici- 
*• ently exprefsM all thofe paffions, while 
** he went on in thefe terms :'* 

rS^ How often, continued he, have you 

* hung about my neck whole hours to- 

* gether, and by the warmeft fondhefs 

* tempted me to take every freedom 
« with you but the laft, which if I had 

Vol. I. G * not 
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^ not been poffefs'd of more honouf 

* than you now Ihew of conftancy, I alfo 
*« fhould have feiz'd, and left you no- 

* thing to beilow upon a rival ? 

^' The ftorm which had been gathering 
^' in my breaft all the time he was 
" fpeaking, now burft out with rhe cx- 
•** tretneft violence •, — I raved, and load- 
•*' ed him with epithets not very becom- 
•** ing in me to make ufe of, yet not 
>*.* worfe than he • defer ved ; — he heard 
^' me with a fullen filence*, but when 
" I mentioned the cruelty and b^fenels 
•*' of upbraiding me with the follies of my 
•*' childifti innocence, he told me, with 
'« a fncer, .that he would advife mc 
*' not to put that among my catalogue 
** of complaints/ — * For^ faid he, the 

* world will fcarce believe, that a lady 

* of fourteen, fifteen, and fixteen, had 
^ the fame inclinations in toying with a 
f gejitleman as a baby has with its nurfe. 

« I would have reply*d, that the man-' 
*< ner in which I was educated kept me 
** in the ian>e igncwrance as a baby ; but 
*' fomething within rofe in my throat, 
*' flopping the pafTage of my brtath, 
*' and 1 funk fainting in the chair -when 
*« I was fitting :~whether he was reallj 
f^ OToyied with this fighi;, ox only afiedec 
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** to be fo, I know not ; but he ran to 
** me, ufed proper means to bring me to 
** myfelf, and on my recovery F found my- 
** felf preft very tenderly within his arms : 
•* — his touch was now grown odious 
^* to me, — I ftruggled to get loofe j*' — . 

* Be not thus unkind, cry'd he, holding 

* me ftill fafter, you once took pleafure in 
^ my embraces, you have confefs'd you 

* did-,-— oh then recall thofe foft idcai^ 

* and we (hall both be happy/ 

' No, anfwered I, breaking forcibly 

* from him, what then was the effed: of 

* too much innocence, would be now a 

* guilt for which Ifhould deteft myfelf 

* as much as I do you.* — - * I ftill love 

* yoiT, faid he/ — ^ Prove it then, cry'd 

* I fiercely, by giving me up that writ* 
« ing which your artifices enfnared me to 

* fign, and ccafe to oppofe my marriage 

* with Amafis/ — ^ ' No, madam, re*- 

* ply'd he, if you perfift in the refolution 

* of marrying Amafis, half your eftate 

* would be a fmall confolation to me for 

* the lofs of you ; and you cannot fure 

* imagine me weak enough to refign my 
' claim to the one, after being deprived 

* of the other/ 

"•^ I had not patience to continue this 

** difcourfe, but retired to my chamber, 

G 2 !' where, 
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«* where, throwing myfelf upon the bed, i 
*' vented fome part of the anguifh of my 
*^ mind in a flood of tears ; after v. hich, 
«' finding fonie little eafe, I began to 
«« refleft, that tormenting myfelf in this 
•* manner would avail nothing, and that 
«« I ought rather to try if any poflible 
«' means could be found for extricating 
*' me from the labyrinth I was entangled 
<^ in. 

*' Accordingly I arofe, — muffled my- 
*' felf up as well as I could to prevent 
•'being kn^.wn,— -took a hackney-coach, 
./' and went to the chambers of an emi- 
*' nent la\A^yer', — I related to him all the 
•' circumftances of my unhappy cafe, con- 
*' ccaling only the names of the pcrfons 
*' concerned in it ;— he liften'd attentively 
«' to what I faid, and when I had done, 
*' afk'd me of what age I was when I 
*' enter'd into that engagement I now 
«* wanted to b^ freed from ; which quef- 
" tion I anfwering with fincerity, he 
**j(hookhis head, and* told me that he 
*' was forry to aflure me I could have 
*' no relief from law, and that the beft, 
•' and indeed the only method I could 
** take, w^s to endeavour to compromife 
*' the affair with the gentleman. 

u I re< 
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^ I returned home very difconfohtei 
•* and was above a week without being 
*' able to refolve on any thing ; but m/ 
" in>patknce to be united to the man I 
** loved, and ar the fame time eafed of the 
*•■ prefehce of the man I hated, at laft 
" determined nic to follow the lawyer''^ 
" advice ; — • I fent for my wicl;ed tutor 
" into my chamber, — talked to hini 
" in more obliging terms than I had doner , 
" fmee the Erlt difcovery cf his defigni 
" upon me ; but reprefented to him the ^ 
** abfurdity of thinking of marrying ine 
" himfelf ; — arni concluded with telling" " 
"him, that if he would cancel the en- 
'* gagement between us I would makrf 
** him a gratuity of a thoufand pounds^ 
*^ and alfo b^ ready to do hirii any other 
5^ ferviee in my power. 

" He rejected this propofal with the 
'' greateft contempt." — • You are cer- 
'• tainly mad, Alinda, faid he, or take? 
' me to be fo ; — a thoufand pouods^ 
'would be a fine equivalent, indeed, for 
' the half of your eftate,- jewels,- rich fur- 
• *^niture, plate, and whatever elfe yoit 
^ are in pofleffion of; to all which your* 

* marriage will give me an undoubted 

* claim, and I accordingly fhall feize/— ^ 
' Suppofe I never raarry, cry'd 1/ — 

G3 ^ Be 
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• Be it fo, anfwerM he, I muft ftill con- 

• tinue to live with you ; and what you 

• offer for my quitting you does not 

• amount to five years purchafe of my 

• fallary and board as your chaplain. 

*' Thefe words making me imagine 
*' his chief objeftion was to the fmallnefs 
" of the fum. I told him I would double, 
" nay even treble it, for the purchafe 
** of my liberty ; but he told me it 
•* would be in vain for me to tempt 
*^ him with any offers of that kind 5— 
" that no confideration whatever fhould 
-^ prevail with him to depart from the 
•' agreement between us, and he would 
*^ always hold me to my bargain. 

" The determined air with which he 
** fpoke this, made me think it beft not 
*' to urge him any farther at that timej 
«« —-the next day, however, and feveral 
^ fucceeding ones, I fail'd not to renew 
^* the difcourfe -, but tho' I made ufe of 
•* every argument my reafon could fup- 
" ply me with, — tho' I wept, pray'd, 
•^ rav*d, — by turns cajol'd and threatened, 
** all I could fay, — all I could do was. 
*• inefFeftual, and the more I laboured tq 
** bring him to compliance, the mor< 
•^* ftubborn his obftinacy grew. 
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•♦ Tcr make any one fenfibk what \t 
•* was I fufEer*d in this cruel dilemma^ 
•* they muft alfo be made fenfible to 
•* what an infinite degree 1 loved the man 
*' whom it was now impoflible for me 
** to be happy with^ and both thefe are' 
** inexpreffible ; — I (hall therefore only 
*^ fay, that I was very near being totally 
** deprived of that liccle Ihare of reafon^ 
*' heaven had beftow'd upon me. 

**: Amafis, to whom I had coafefs'cf 
" the tendernefs I had for him^ was alt 
*• this while continually foUiciting me to 
"complete our union; — one xlay,- 
" when he was 'more than or^^linarily 
*' preffing on this occafion, and my heart 
*' being very full, I cry'd out, almoft- 
•* without knowing what I faid," — • 

* Oh, Amafis, you know not what you 

* afk, when you aflc me to marry you !' 
^' — This exclamation furpris'd him ; but 
'' having begun, I now went on.*' — 
' You expeft, faid I, an eftate of twelve' 

* hundred pounds a year; but I will 

* not deceive you, you find me worth 

* only the half of what you have been 

* made to hope.' — « When I made my 

* addrefles to the lovely Alinda, anfwer'cf 
' he, I had no eye to the fortune Ihc 

* might bring me -, — but wliterefore this' 

G 4* * fruU' 
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* fruitlefs trial of my love? — your 

* guardians have fhewn me the writings 

* of your eftate, and I know to a fingie « . 

* hundred what you are poffefs'd of/ — n 

* Suppofe, rejoin'd I, that I fhould have « y 

* previoufly difpofed of the one half of jj ^ 

* what otherwife our marriage would u f, 

* have given you .^* — ' I will fuppofe no _ 

* fuch thing, reply'd he^ it cannot be.'— n ^ 

* It both can and is, faid I, burfting k ^j^ 
< into tears, I have iinwarily entered into u ^ 

* an engagement, by which I forfeit the ; ^ 
' moiety of all I am miftrefs of, even to « j 

* my very jewels, if ever I marry any man> 

* except on certain conditions, which 

* condition I am now Vvell affur'd I never 
^ can obtain. 



thi 



* Death and hetl, cryM he-, ftarting 
« up in a fury! — What condition,— 
^ when, — ' where, — to whom, on what 

* account was this engagement made !*— • 
*' Shame would not let me anfwer io 
" thcfe interrogatories, and I remain'd" f 
*' in a kind of ftupid filence.'* — If by/ 

any artifices, purfued he, you have been 

* feduced to fign a compadt of this wil(l 

* nature, unfold the whole of the afFairj 

* and depend that either the laws or thij 

* avenging arm fhall do you juftice.' 4 
*^ I now repented that I had fo VdSw 
** divulged any part of this fatal kc^ 



« 



TSe lm)ifdk S p V. 1-29; 

«^ — not but I fhould have been glad to^ 
,** have feen my wicked tutor punifti'd ; 
'* but I knew that on the leafl attempt 
^' made for my redrefs, he would infai- 
** libly expofe the follies I had been^ 
*' guilty of in regard to him*, and when' 
** compared to that the lofs of Ahiafis, 
** — my fortune, or even my life itfelf, , 
" feem'd a lefs terrible misfortune •, — for* 
" this reafon, therefore, I refufed the en-- 
" treaties of a beloved lover, and fcreen'd 
^* the villainy of a wretch who moft my^ 
" foul abhorr'd. 

** In fine, I would reveal no more 
" than I had done, -i— Amafis left me in 
'* a very ill humour, and the next morn- 
" ing I received a billet from hitn con- 
*' taining thefe ftabbmg lines: 

To mifs,ALiNDA ****^.. 
** Madam, 

** T Have been confidering on the ama- 
" A fing account you gave me lail 
" night; and as you refufe to difcover 
" either the perfon with whom you n>adc 
" this engagement, or the motives which 
" induced you to it, can look on it as 
** no other than a., contrail with fome 
" gentleman, once happy in your affec- 
** tions •, — a fecond-hand paffion neithcx 
G 5 * ^y^\i^^ 
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** fuits with the delicacy of my humour^ 
** nor to encroach upon the rights of* 
** another with my honour : — I Jhall 
** therefore defift troubling you with any 
•* future vifits, but (hall be always glad 
** to hear of your welfare, whicn I de- 
*' fpair of doing till you prevail upon 
*' yourfelf to be juft to your firft vows ; 
** facrifice the affeftion you have for me 
** to the obligations you are under to 
** my rival ; — I yield to his prior title 
•* all the late glorious hopes I had con- 
** ceived, and wifh you more happy with 
** him than it is now in your power to 
•^ make , 

** Your humble fervant, 

^^^ Amasis.** 

*' Here ended all my hopes of happi- 
♦' nefs ; — • all the foft ideas of love and 
** marriage vanifhM for ever from my 
•• breaft, and were fueceeded by others 
** of the molj dreadfiil nature : — for fe- 
** vera! weeks I abandonM myfelf to 
•* griefandtodelpair ; but pride at length 
•*^ got the better of thefe paffions ^ and, 
•' to conceal the real fituation of myf 
^« heart from the enquiring worid, I alt^ 
•* at once affefted to be madly gay, andj 
•« ran into fuch extravagancies, as, with- 
^* out being criminal in faft, juftly drew 
5* upon me the fcvereft cenfures. 
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«* Bur nature will not bear a perpetual 
*« violence, — grief and defpair weire the 
*' ftrongeft paflions in me ; — in the: 
*' midft of dancing, drinking, reveJlUig, 
** tears were ready to ftartfrom my eyes, 
** and fighs from my bofom, which, 
** when I endeavourM to fupprefs, re- 
*' coird upon my heart, and Ihook my 
** whole frame with the moft terrible re- 
*« vulfions ; — the marriage of Amafis > 
" feconded the blow our partins; had 
*^ given ; — - I could no longer difTemble 
" what I felt, — no longer appear the 
** giddy thoughtlefs libertine, but flew 
** from one extreme to the other ; — I 
♦' now would fee no company, fhut my- 
*« felf up in my chamber, denied accefs to 
<* my beft friends, and never went abroad 
"but to vifit the hofpitals and prifons : 
« — I never fufFer*d Le Bris to come 
*' into my prefence ; and I believe, per- 
"'Reiving me fo refolute, he would now 
^ have accepted of a fum of money to 
" have quitted my houfe entirely ; but \ 
** had now done with the world, — had-^ 
** loft in Amafis all 1 valued in it, and 
^ would not give the monfter, whom F 
** juftly lookM upon asthe fource of all 
" my misfortunes, any more than I was 
** compelled to do, — • his bare board and 
•* fallary, 

G 6 /^l&ehold 
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" Behold, by thefe memoirs, the begin*- 
<^ ning and progrefs of my miferies, — the 
«• end is near at hand, — death is already 
«' bufy at my heart, and allows no time 
«' to apologize for the errors ot my con- 
" duft ; — pity is all my afhes cai> 
l^^ cxpeft/' 

CHAP. VIII. 

Contains a very brief account of fome^ 
pajjages fubfequent to the foregoing 
fory^witb the author's remarks upon' 
the whole. 

AS I know very well that folidity haSs 
but a fmall fliare in the compofi- 
tion of the lady whom Alinda had intendr. 
cd to entruft with the .publication of her. 
memoirs, I thought the fureft way of 
having the wiil^of the deceased performed,, 
wa? not to, trouble a perfon of her cha- 
rafter with the perufal of them, but to. 
take the opportiuiity of my Invifibility-^ 
ihip to prefentthcm to the world myfelf^ 
which I accordingly have done. 

And now, as 1 doubt not but the readeii 

Viil be glad of being informed of fome^ 

; what 
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what farther concerning Le Bris, I fhall 
relate fuch particulars as. have come to 
mv knowledge. 



my knowledge 



It muft be concluded that this im- 
worthy preceptor, in looking over the 
papers of Alinda, had either not obferved, 
or afterwards forgot, that the ring he had- 
juft taken from among her other jewels- 
was the very fame mentioned in her letter 
to her friend, otherwife he would certain- 
ly have had cunning enough to have re- 
placed it where he found it. 

Mr. ^***** foon recolle£ling what his 
coufln had faid to him in regard of this> 
little legacy, and miffing it from her 
other trinkets, made a ftrift enquiry what 
^as become of it : — -Le Bris, having had 
h^r keys in his poffeffion, was one of the 
fii'ft interrogated, and on being fo, bold- 
V reply*d, that fuch a ring had been- 
'^^ftow'd upon him by Alinda. — * How 
can that be, cry'd the other, — when 
lout three days before her death fhe be- 
cjueath'd it to a lady of her acquain- 
tance, and infilled on my promife of 
delivering it to her ?' — * She muft then 
be delirious, faid the parfon ;.but however. 
* that might be, heaven forbid I flaould 
^ detain what is even fufpedled to be the 
^ right of another j' and with thefe words 

prefented 
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prefented the ring to mr. «****, who re- 
ceived it from him without the leaft ce- 
remony. 

This aflfair, notwithftanding the hypo^ 
critical manner in which the ring was re- 
turned, gave mr. ***** room to imagine 
there had been fome foul play in relation 
to Alinda's effefts \ — the fteward prov'd, 
by his books, that he had pa,id into her 
hands, a week before her death, two hun- 
dred and fifty pounds in fpecie, and more 
than twice that fum in Bank-bills, being 
arrears he had received from the .tenants v 
— it feem'd unlikely to them that flie 
could have difpofed of the money, much 
Icfs have had any occafion to change the 
bills in fo Ihort a time •, — orders were 
therefore fent to the Bank to flop the 
payment of fuch numbers till further no- 
tice ; but the precaution came too late, 
—the perfon who had fecreted them had 
been already there, and converted all his 
paper into cafli. 

The heir^. however, was confident that 
he had been defrauded ; — he confiilted 
council upon it; who all advifed him to 
have recourfe to equity : — whether Le 
Bris had any hint given him of what was 
intended to be done againft him, or whe- 
ther his own guilty confcience made him 

only 
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only apprehend it, is uncertain; but be 
that as it may, he had not courage to 
Hand the teft of examination, — he fled 
. the kingdom, after having thrown afide 
that robe, which, had he been known for 
what he truly was, would long before 
have been ftripp'd from off his facrilegious 
fhoulders. 

But Providence would not permit him 
to enjoy his ill-got fpoils, nor a life hfe 
had devoted to fiich wicked purpofes ; 
— defigning |o turn trader at Jamaica he 
embark'd for that place ; — but the veflel 
being overtaken by a ftorm, was loft al- 
moft in fight of fhore, and he with many, 
other, perhaps lefs guilty perfons, pe- 
rlfh'd in the wreck : — this laft piece of 
intelligence I received frSm his mother, 
who, tho* he had fupported during the 
life of Alinda, to prevent being expofed 
by her clamours, he now left pennyiefs, 
deftitute and ftarving, in an extreme old 
age. 

Thus did the vengeance of heaven at 
laft overtake the wretch, who, befides 
his other impieties, had been guilty of 
the moft cruel ingratitude and breach 
of truft, in impofing upon the fimplicity 
of a yowng creature committed to his 

care. 
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care,, and utterly dcftroying all the \ 
of his generous Patron and Benefa£l( 

As for the unfortunate Alinda, th 
is certain her conduft cannot be wl 
juftify*d, yet, according to my opii 
neither ought it to be wholly con( 
ned •, — it would be pafling too (5 
a judgment, to impute the fondnef 
exprels'd for her wicked tutor to a 
ton inclination :. — r if we confidei 
various arts of her feducer, — the < 
mands laid on her by her father to 
and obey him as himfelf ; — the mi 
in which (he was brought up ;- — the 
fec5l ignorance (he was kept in oi 
cuftoms of the world, and how • 
young ladies behaved, we (hall find 
thefe are all of them very ftrong pie 
her defence, and not forbear pitying 
miftakes of fuch artlefs innocence. 

I wifli as much could be alledg 
her behalf on the fcore of her beha 
after breaking off with Amafis •, — 
exceffes- into which (he ran, in ord 
conceal the difquiets of her mind fo 
lofs of that favourite lover, . too 
dently (hew that (he facrifized two a 
moft valuable charaderiftics of wo 
hood, — her prudence and her moc 
to one of the very worft,-— her pride 
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Nor can I offer any thing in vindica-- 
tion of the laft ftages of her life, — if 
convinced of her error^ in bei/ig perpetu- . 
ally among a promifcuous unfeleded com- 
pany, it was flying to an almoft as inex- 
Gufable extreme, to (hut herfelf from her 
beft friends, and avoid the foclety of thofe 
whofe converfation might have diflipated 
her chagrin, and at the fame time im^ 
proved her underftanding •, — to do this 
feems to me, I muft coafefs, to have more 
the favour of defpair, than of virtue or 
true fortitude. 

There was, doubtle(s, a certain giddy- 
propenfity in ' her nature, which wanted 
• to be correfted by reafon, — example, — 
preceptj — authority, and the rudiments 
of a good education, all which (be was 
denyM ^ and it muft therefore be ac- 
knowleged, that both her faults and mis- 
fortunes were entirely owing to the caprice 
and credulity of her father, and the bafe 
defigns of the perfon appointed to be her 
governor and inftrudon. 



End of the Firji BOOK. 
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BOOK II. 

C H A P. P. 

Ufe Author^ by the help of his Invtfibi" 
lity^ has dtfcovefd Juch a contraft 
in the behaviour of two married 
couple of diJlinSliony as he thinks 
would be the utmoji injujlice to tkc 
public to conceal. 

^Lacentia, after a long and 
moft paflTionate courtfliip, 
was at laft wedded to DaU 
matius ^—Ihe brought him 
an ample fortune, a very 
agreeable perfon,. and an 
unblemifh'd charafter ; — fhe had ftudied 

all 
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all the duties of a wife before (he became 
fo, and afterwards pradifed them in the 
ftrifteft manner: — whenever (he found 
him gay, fhe heightened his good humour 
her own fprightlinefs ; and when fullen 
and perverfe, as was too often the cafe, 
Ihe endeavoured to diflipate his chagrin 
either by playing on her fpinnet or telling 
him fome diverting ftory : — without 
feeming to confult his palate, fhe always 
took care to put fuch difties into her bill 
of fare as fhe had perceived he fed upon 
with mofl fatisfaftion : — whatever com- 
pany fuited his tafle were fure to be often 
invited by her, and entertained with the 
greatefl marks of efleem and complai- 
fance: — her whole thoughts, indeed, 
were taken up with obliging and making 
him happy : — ^ fhe had no will, — no in- 
clination of her 0WJ3, — both were entire- 
ly regulated by his ; and, to add to all 
this, fhe was an excellent oeconomif):, 
underflood the management of a family 
perteftly well, and knew how to make a 
grand appearance with lefs expence than 
fome others are at who are. accounted 
contemptibly parfimonious. 

What would fome hufbands give to be 
blels'd with fo virtuous, fo tender, fo en* 
dearing a companion ? Dalmatius, in- 
flcad of placing this jewel next his heart, 

hung 
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* the moft agreeable mixture that could 
. * be/ 

Dalmatius. * So it is ; but it may not 
« happen to become every body ; — how* 

* ever, I muft do you the juftice to fay, 

* you look well enough in it, and I be- 

* lieve every body will think fo/ 

Placentia. * If you think fo, my deari 

* it is all I wifh/ 

In fpeaking this fhe took hold of his 
hand and kifs'd it' with the greateft 
warmth of affedtion •, — he returned the 
favour with a flight fahite upon her 
cheek, then looking on his watch, faid 
he believed it was time to go, and went 
down ftairs, flie following. 

The truth of the affair is this : — Dal- 
matius is not only vain and infolent in his 
nature, but alfo amorous and inconftant 
to an excefs •, tho* he no longer had any 
eyes for the charms of his fair wife, his 
heart was but too fufceptible to thofe 
of other women* — Miranda for fome 
time engrofs*d all his devoirs •, nor could 
her being married to the moft intimate 
of his friends reftrain him from making 
his unlawful addreffeB to her j nor the i 
vow ihe had taken at the holy altar, de- 

\ 
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ter "her from gratifyiftg an inclination he 
iiad found the way to infpire. 

The hulband of this lady is a man of 
fo much indolence and fo little delicacy, 
that he never gives himfelf the leaft con- 
cern about what pleafures his wife may 
indulge herfelf in, provided Ihe offers no 
interruption to thofe he takes himfelf ;— - 
there are fome, indeed, who fay that on 
their marriage they mutually agreed to 
allow each oth^ a perfeft latitude in this 
point •,- — but be that as it may, Miranda 
feems under no apprehenfions of her con- 
duft being called in queftion by him. 

Her amour with Dalmatius foon be- 
came fo notorious that it was in the mouth 
of every one ; — Placentia herfelf was the 
laft that gave credit to it ; — that ex- 
<:ellent lady would not fuffer her heart 
to entertain ill thoughts of the man 
ivhom fhe was bound to love, nor could 
any thing but the teftimony of her own 
eyes have convinced her of the guilty 
truth. 

Miranda came to vifit her one day 
^hen (he happened to be abroad; but 
Dalmatius being at home the prefence of 
his wife >^as little wanted ; — Ihe foon re- 
turned, however, and being told -that 

MiraxvdA 
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Miranda was above ran haftily up to re- 
ceive her ; but not finding her in the 
roam where company were ufually intro- 
duced, yet thinking fhe heard the mur- 
mur of voices very near, flie ftcpp'd 
towards the place whence it feem^d to 
proceed, and peeping through the key- 
lolc of an adjacent chamber, faw her 
lufband and the lady in a pofture fuch 
as could leave her no doubt of their cri- 
minal converfation. 



The fud^ ^n (hock at firfl: transfixM her 
feet •, — but prefently recovering herfelf, 
fhe. retired from the guilty fcehe and went 
into her own chamber ; where, finding 
her woman at work:, Ihe ordered her to go 
immediately down and forbid the fervanti 
to take any notice of her being come 
home : — 'I l.ear, faid fhe, that Miranda 
.* is belbw, and I am not very well and 

* would not fee any company at this 

* time,* 

The woman being withdrawn to do as 
fhe was commanded, Placentia threw 
herfelf into art eafy-chair and fell into a 
profound refvery ;— 1 was prefent all this 
while, but my Belt of Invifibility did 
not enable me to penetrate into her 
thoughts, till feeming as if de^ermin'd on / 
fomething ftie bad been debating withifl/ 

herfelf 
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herfelf, fhe rofe fuddenly from her feat 
and burft into thefe words : 

Placentia. ' No, — he fhall never know 

* I think him falfe ; much lefs that I have 

* detedled him : — reproaches would avail 
' me nothing, and might harden him in 

* his crime ; — I am his wife, — we muft 

* always live together, or be fubjeded to 

* the ridicule of a laughing and cenforious 

* world : — prudence, therefore, as well 

* as duty, commands me to conceal the 

* fhameful difcovery I have made; and 

* rather endeavour, by added tendernefs, 

* if poflible, to reclaim him, and oblige 

* him to fee I am at lead as worthy oif 

* his afFedtion as Miranda/ 

I left her in this refolution, and found 
that for feveral days Ihe ftridbly adhered 
to it; excepting only that fhe could not 
fo far diffemble her uneafinefs as to be 
able to receive Miranda in the manner 
fte had formerly done -, fhe therefore de- 
fifted from making her any farther invita- 
tions to her houfe, and always excufed 
hcrfelf from accepting any fent to her by 
that lady. 

This was enough, however, to give the 
Wers fome apprehenfions that flie fuf- 
pefted their intrigue •, — * but Miranda 

Vol. I. H was 
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was of too vain and gay a temper to feel 
any inquietudes on this (core ; and the un- 
grateful Dalmatius, finding himfelf treat- 
ed by his wife with the fame love and 
<complaifance as ever, gave himfelf not 
the trouble either to examine, or be under 
the leaft concern whether fuch a beha- 
viour proceeded from her ignorance of his 
fault, or her difcretion in overlooking* it. 

But the fweeteft nature may be embit- 
tejll by continual provocations ; — Pla- 
centia, finding that all the efforts fte 
made for regaining the affefliions of her 
hufband were ineffeftual, began by de- 
grees to grow more remifs in her cares of 
pleafing ; — not that flie ever departed 
from the effential duties of a wife j — Ihe 
only ceafed the pradtice of thofe which, 
as the cafe flood between them, might 
juftly be call'd works of fupererogation. 

Being to have a -great route at her 
houfe, juft as fhe was going to fend cards 
to invite the company, Dalmatius came 
into the room, and having looked over 
the catalogue of names, on finding Mi- 
randa's not there, began with an unufual 
haughtinefs to interrogate her on that oc- 
cafion J and (he, now, for the firft time, 
reply*d to what he faid with as much 

indif- 
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indifFerence as fhc had formerly done with 
fub.miflion. 

Balmatius. * How happens it, madam, 

* that Miranda is left out among the 

* number of your guefts ?' 

Placeniia^ * I had forgot her.* 

Dalmatius. * It is well then that I 

* reminded you; — but methinks a ladjr 

* of her rank and charafter in the world 

* might well have deferved a place in 

* your remembrance/ 



• Placentia. ' It may be fo ; — but one 
' cannot invite every body.* 

Dalmatius* * When any body is invi* 

* ted to our houfe, efpecially on thefe oc- 
^ cafions, it would be the utmolt abfurdity 

* to leave Miranda out -, — therefore I 

* infift upon her coming for your own 
' fake.' 

Placcenlia. * Oh^ fir, you need not 

* give yourfelf any trouble on that fcore^ 

* I am certainly a judge how to behave 

* to my own acquaintance ; — but if you 

* are fo defirous of having Miranda here 
' to-morrow, the beft way is for you to 

* fend a card as from yourfelf j-^ I doubt 

H 2 ' * not 
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* not but the invitation will -be full as 

< agreeable, and as readily comply'd 
« with. 

Valmatius. ' You talk in an odd man- 

* ner, madam ; — and new I think on Vi^ 

* — I met . Miranda the other day in 

* the Park, and (he complainM to me of 
« a ftrange change in you towards her -, — 

* that you have never returned the laft 

* vifit fhe made you ; — have fcarcc 

< Ipoke to her in any public aflembly, 

* and feem'd to fhun her prefence as 

< much as poflible. — 'Pray what is the 
^ meaning of all this ?' 

Placenlia. * That, fir, is a queftion 
which perhaps neither you nor Ihe 
would thank me for anfwering diredly.* i 

DaJmatius. * I underftand you, ma- 

* dam, however ; — you have got notions 

* in your head not becoming in you to 
« indulge, nor worthy any endeavours 

* of mine to expel ; — I would only have 

* you be wifer, and confider that of all 

* domeftic animals a jealous wife is the 

* moft contemptible.' 

He flung out of the room with thcfe 
words, and all the tokens of difdain and 
indignation in his countenance, leaving / 
* Pla- , 

/ 
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Placentia in a confufion not eafy to be 
defcrib'd •, — I could perceive, however, 
by the geftures of that unhappy lady, 
that Ihe repented ha:ving gohe fo far, yet 
knowing herfelf the only injured, could 
not yield either to recede from her refo- 
lution on the account of Miranda, or 
make ufe of any attempts to foften fo ill- 
founded a refentment in her hufband. 

It is now faid that his amour with Mi- 
randa is on the decline -, — that a new face" 
has utterly eclipfed all the charms he lately 
found in hers ; and that Placentia has at 
leaft this confolation under her misfor- 
tune, to find that no one beauty has the 
power long to retain the heart fhe has 
loft i — fo juft arc the poet's words : 

< When fix'd to one, love fafe at anchor 

* rides, 

* And dares the fury of the winds and 

* tides ; 

V But lofing once that hold, to the 

* wide ocean borne, 

' It drives at will, to ev'ry wave a 

* fcorn. 

Marriage, tho' a facred inftitution, — 
tho* ordain*d by heaven to beftow the 
fupremcft felicity we mortals arc ca- 
pable of enjoying, becomes the fevereft 
H 3 curfe, 
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Gurfe, when fouls ill fuited to each other 
are joinM in its indiffoluble bonds 5 and 
it too often happens, that thofe who by 
nature and education are qualify'd to give 
and receive the greateft happinefs,^ arc 
rendered the moft miferable through the 
perverfenefs of a bad tempered partner. 

Montelion has been twice married 5 — 
he has experienced both all the content- 
ments, and all the inquietudes of that ftate, 
with women of humours as widely dif- 
ferent as light and darknefs ; — I .had 
almoft faid, as heaven from hell : — his 
Crft lady, as fhe was excellM by none in 
exterior perfeftions, fo (he was equalled 
but by very few in the more valuable 
endowments of the mind v — his life, while 
^'in poffeflion of this treafure, was one con- 
tinued fcene of harmony and love; but 
foon, alas, the blifsful profpeft vanifh'd ! 
— the fair, the virtuous, the tender Er- 
minia died j and, to add to the misfortune 
of her difconfolate hufband, left no pledg^ 
behind her of their mutual affeftion. 

Though in that feafon of life when 
amorous flames' ^te at their higheft bent, 
thofe of Montclidn feem'd all bury*d in 
the grave of his dear.Erminia : — he re- 
mained for feveral years the lonely occupier 
of awdow'd bed 5. — at 1^, however, 

the 
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the ardent define of having an heir i'or 
his ellate got fomewhat the better of his- 
melancholy, and determined him on a 
fecond venture. 

In tlie choice he made he conrulted 
neither fortune nor beauty; — the one^ 
indeed, he wanted not ; — and as for the^ 
other, fince his Erminia's death., all wo- 
men were equal to him, and he regarded 
the lovely and unlovely with the fame 
indifference ; — he therefore marry*^d Fe- 
rocia, merely becaufe fhe was one of the 
daughters of a fruitful family, and likely 
to anfwer the only end which induced 
him once more to become a hufband. 

Every body was aftpj5iih'(|ja| tt^^fc^^ 
tials, and much more fo^ on the'know- 
ledge of Ferocia's behaviour afterwards j 
• — but I (hall prefent my reader with the 
character of this lady, as it was given by 
an impartial hand in a letter to a friend. 

Ferocia, now the wife of Montelion^ 
is a woman plain in her pcrfon, — weak 
in her undeftanding,— capricious and fan- 
<aftic in..^her humour, — unpolifli'd in 
her manners ; — and, what is worfe than 
all, jnfufFerably vain and infolent on her 
new "dignity, without one: grain of true 
H 4, love* 
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love or gratitude for the man who has 
raifed her to it. 

My Gift of Invifibility aflifted me in 
proving the truth of the above in all its 
parts ; — further I will not pretend to fay ; 
tor tho* it is a vulgar Adage, that, ' Where 
' there is no modefty, there is little fign 
* of honefty •/ and I have heard fevere 
cenfures pafs'd upon her virtue ; yef I 
never could make any difcoveries to her 
prejudice on that fcore, and am apt to 
believe, that the rampant airs ftie gives 
herfelf among the men, are, in reality, 
more owing to a hoidenly than an amo- 
rous difpofition. 

Montelion feems to fee her behaviour in 
the fame light I do ; yet, for the fake of 
his own honour, cannot but wifli fhe 
would aft with more referve. — They had 
not been married above three months 
when he was feiz'd with a fit of the gout 
which confined him to his apartment -, — 
Ferocia came in cover' d over with jewels 
and blazing like a ftar ; and, without 
exprefling any concern for his indifpofi- 
tion, told him that (he was going to lady 
Primwell's route -, on which enfued the 
following dialogue between them : 

Montelion. 
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Montelion. , I flattered myfelf, ma- 

* dam, with having the happinefs of your 
' company at home this evening, as 1 am 

* not in a condition to ftir out.' ' 

Ferocia. * Oh heavens ! I fhould make 
*theworfl: nurfe in the world: What 

* good would my flaying do you ?* 

Montelion. * A great deal, madam, 

* and I hope I need fay no more to en- 
' gage you not to leave mer' 

Ferccia. * Indeed, my lord, I muft 

* go, I have given my promife.' 

Montelion. * You will be eafily exou- 

* fed J — nobody will expedl a wife on a 

* party of pleafure, when they know her 

* hufband is confioed by pain. —Come, 

* my dear Ferocia, you rauft not think 
^ that flaying at home one night is an i&., 

* of too much complaifance to a man 

* who would refufe nothing for your 

* fatisFaftion.' 

In fpeaking this he drew her gently to- 
wards him, and gave her two or tht*ce 
very tender kiffes •, but in doing fo a little 
fnufF he had between his thumb and finger 
happened to fcatteron h?r' gloves on 
H 5 vrl\vcl\ 
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which (he ftarted from him and returned 
his kind expreflions in thefe terms : 

Ferocia. ^ Pifli, how filly this is?— 
« you have fpoil'd my gloves with your 

* nafty fnufF. — Here John» William, run 

* one of you to my drefling-room and 

* bid Faddle bring me a pair of clean 
' gloves in a minute.' 

MonUHon. ^ Don*t put yourfelf into a 

* paffion, my dear, but fit down and re- 

* lolve to oblige me ; — I'U call for cards,^ 

* and we*ll have a game at picquet.* 

She made no reply, but hung dowa 
her head, and ftood counting the fticks of 
her fan till Faddle came into the room- 

Ferocia. * Where aije the gloves F"" 
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Faddle. * Madam,. I thought the feF- 
low was miftaken when he bid me bring 

* glqves, as your ladyfhip had juft now 
^ a clean pair.* 

Montelion. * Aye, mrs. Faddle, there 

* is no oGcafion ; rather* get your lady^s; 
^ night^drefs re;ady v for flie has changed 
^ her mind, and does not go abroad.' 

Ferocia*. 



mmm 



^i 



Ferocia. 'Indeed I both miift aticj 
^' will, my lord. — Do you imagine that 
' becaufe you are fick I muft mortify 

* myfelf, and be mew*d up with you till 
/ I am fick too ? — No, — no, I am not 

* weak enough to comply with fo un- 
** reafonable a requeft ; therefore adieu 
^ till morning, I fhali fcarce fee you till^ 

* that time,, and hope I Ihall then find ^ 

* your lordfhip better/ 

She waited not for any reply be mights 
have made, but flounced out of the room, 
foUow'd by her woman. — Montelion foon- 
after heard the footman call'd to attend- 
her ladyfhip and the chariot, drive from 
the door. — How would fome hufband^ 
have refented fuch ufage, even from the 
moft lovely of womankind ? yet Mon-' 
telion bore it without any fhew af impa- 
tience, from one endow'd with no charms ^ 
to excite either love or refpeft ; — his 
tamenefs, however, is not owing to any 
meannefs of fpirit in, him, but rather to- 
his good fenfe ; — he does not care to have 
his domeftic affairs becorr^e the talk of the 
town, nor to tome to an open ruptiire 
with the woman he has made his wife ; 
and having in vain effay'd all the means ^ 
that prudence and good-nature could 
fuggeft, to bring her to a more reafon- 
^ 6 able 
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able way of thinking, he has at laft given 
over the attempt; — fcems riot to regard 
whatever flie does, but endeavours to 
lofe the thoughts of his private difquiets 
in the toils of public bufinefs. 

CHAP. II. 

lUlates a ftrange and mojl unnatural 
injiance of bigottry and entbufiaftn 
in a parent. 

Nothing is fo defirable as religion,— 
nothing fo truly amiable as piety ; 
— ^what bleffings does it not difFufe to all 
■who are within the reach of its influence ? 
»— from it all other virtues are derived, 
and by it alone are enabled to aft with 
vigour •,— ^yet how often have we feen this 
heavenly quality perverted into its very 
oppofite \ and, from the fpirit of meek- 
nefs, benevolence, mercy, charity and 
uaiverfal love, become the fpirit of pride, 
<?ontention, envy, hatred and perfecution -, 
^^ like the arch-angel, who, ftanding 
neareft to the throne of glory, precipita- 
ted himfelf into the loweft hell. 

Bigotry 
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Bigotry and fuperftition are the fureffi 
engines which the fubtle enemy of nlan* 
kind makes ufe of for our deftruftion ; — 
all other crimes carry their flings with 
them •, confcience reproaches us for doing 
amifs, and we fall not again into the like 
without extreme remorfe and fhame j but 
the man poflefs'd of this holy frenzy of 
the mind glorys in his perfeverance, be- 
caufe he looks upon it as the highefl: 
virtue. 

But this, indeed, is not an age in which 
errors of this nature much abound -, — it 
has been much more the fafhion of late 
years, for people to laugh at and contemn 
all the duties of religion, than to be too 
warm in the praftice of any of them ; — 
there are, however, fome* few examples 
of the contrary extreme, a melanclioly 
proof of which 1 am now about to give. 

A gentleman, whom I fhall diftinguilh 
by the name of Flaminio, had attained to 
the age of 50, without having been known 
to be guilty of any one thing which could 
call in queftion either his honour, good 
nature, or good fen fe : — he had lived ca- 
refs'd by his friends, refpefted by his ac- 
quaintance, and almoft adpred by his te- 
nants and dependants •, ■— he had one fon 

and" 
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and one daughter, and having loft his^- 
wife in bringing the latter mto the world, 
he never ventured on a fecond bed, but 
laid out all his {aires on the education of 
thefe t\yp darlings of his fouL 

lariq, for fo I Ihall ,call the fon, ha- 
inifhM his fl^idies^ to the fatisfaftion 
^ ti^o|bv whoi had^ the charge of in^ ' 
ifigl^iti, id ^ order to complete the 
pntlennap,' was fcnt to make the 
tour of Europe,, under the care of a difr 
ereet a|id : experienced governor. — Ifa- 
binda,|ii|fiq daughter, remained at home 
with ner father, . and being extremely 
beautiful, and . miftrefs of every accom- 
plifhment befitting her fex and rank, at- 
trafted the love and tidmiration of as^ 
many^ as had opportunity to be witnefs of 
her p|rfe6lions. 

Beirig fuchai;! have defcrib'd, it may 
cafily be fuppoftd,* that," in a town like 
this, there were not a few who declared 
'% themfelbres her lovers j — Lyfimor was 
among the number of thofe who had the 
leaft to fear, and the moft to hope for, in 
his additffes to her j — he had an agree- 
able pevfpn, — was defcended of a good 
..family, and was heir to an eftate adequate 
' to his birth : — he had been fellow-ftudeat 
with Adario, . and though, being IWme 

years 
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years older, he had left the Univerfity 
before him, they had always kept up a 
correfpondence -, — he was introduced to 
the acquaintance of the fifter by the inti- 
macy hiJiad with the brother, who fail'd 
not, before^ he went abroad, to recom- 
mend his 'ftknd's pretenfions to her ia 
the ftrongeff terms. 

He it was, indeed, who alone had the 
fecret to pleafe her •, — her young heart 
prefently diftinguilh'd him from all his 
rivals ; but her modefty and difcretion. 
would not permit her j:o give him any 
marks of the peculiar regard flic had for 
him, till authoriz'd to do fo by the pbr- 
fon who flie had always been tought ta 
confidcr as the fole difpofer of mt fete. 

Lyfimor, who had alfo been bred in 
the mod ftridt obedience^, made not his 
court to Ifabinda without -.having firft 
communicated the paHion he had for her 
to his father, and received his approbation > 
—the two old gentlemen had aftewards an 
interview on this occafion j and Flaminio, 
being perfedlly^fatisfy'd with the propofals 
made by the other, readily gave his con- 
fent, on condition his daughter, v/hofe in- 
clinations he faid he would never gd 
about to force, fliould hav€ *io objeftion 

Co. the match.. 

The 
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TThe fame evening, as they were fitting 
together at fupper, Flaminio related to 
his daughter all that had pafs'd between 
him and the father of Lyfimor; and 
added, that he look'd upon him as a very 
deferving young fellow ; — that his birth 
and fortune were unexceptiojiable ;, and 
that if fhe had no averfion to his perfon, 
he ftiould be heartily glad of an alliance 
with him. 

Ifabinda blufli'd like the fun juft peep- 
ing from a cloud, on hearing her father 
fpeak in this manner, and could fcarce 
recover herfelf from the glad furprize 
enough to tell him, that fince Tie was 
pleafed with fuch an union fhe (hould be all 
obedience to his will ; — fhe faid no more, 
but the foft confufion fhe was in, and the 
joy which fhe could not reflrain from 
fparkling in her eyes, fufficiently tefti- 
fied how much her inclinations corref- 
ponded with her duty. — * Well then, 
• refumed he, from this time forward re- 
' ceive Lyfimor as the perfon by heaven 
' and me ordain'd to be your hufband/ 

I leave it to my fair readers to con- 
ceive what delightful images mult fill 
the mind of Ifabinda, after this fanftion 
to an affedlion which hitherto fhe had 

ftOt 
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not dared to indulge, yet had it not in 
her power to fubdue -, — for my own part, 
tho* I was prefent during all the conver- 
fation fhe had with her father on this 
head, I left the houfe when fhe retired to 
her chamber, which fhe did more early 
than ordinary that night, I guefs, to have 
an opportunity of giving a loofe to the 
transports of her mind. 

As for Lyfimor, the joy he felt on 
being acquainted with what his father had 
done for him was very much allayM by 
the perfect ignorance he was in of having 
made any impreffion on the heart of his 
charming miflrefs ; — he went to vifit her 
the next day, hoping, yet trembling for 
the event •, but foon the lovely maid put 
an end to his fufpence, by affuring him, 
that for his fake alone fhe could refolve, 
without feludance, on changing her con- 
dition. 

Not only the lovers themfelves, but 
both their parents alfo feemM equally im- 
patient for the confummation of thefe 
nuptials j-^a fhort day was appointed for 
the celebration •, — the artic les ot fettlement 
and jointure were drawing up •, — new 
habits, — new coaches, — new equipages, — 
all neceffary preparations were carrying on 
with the utmofl expedition^, when lo ! — 
^ a fid 
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a, fudden and unexpefted ftorm bore 
down at once the pleafing profpeft of tlieir 
hopes, — for ever dafh*d their expeded 
joys, and fpread a lading fcene of defo- 
lation aad defpair. — How vainly, alas, da 
we depend on mortal happinefs ? — the 
gaudy bubble fleets before us like the 
wind, — eludes our grafp, and mocks the 
idle chace, — as fir Robert Howard juftly 
exprefles it, 

* Short is th* uncertain reign and pomp 

* of mortal pride ; 

* New turr« and changes ev'ry day 

* Are of inconftant chance, the conftant 

* arts ; 

* Soon (he gives, foon takes away, 

* She comes, embraces, naufeates you 

^ and parts. 

Flaminio, from being the moft ch^ar- 
ful, good-natur'd man that could be of 
his age, became all at once transformed in- 
to the moft fullen, gloomy, and difcon- 
tented; — from cxprefTing the utmoft 
eagernefs for kis daughter's wedding, he 
now appeared wholly negligent of every 
thing relating to it : — when the father of 
Lyfimor, and the lawyer empby*d ta 
draw the marriage writings, went to his 
houfe, he order'd his fervants to fay h^ 
was from home ^t— made feveral tradefme 

earn 
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carry back the things he had befpoke for 
the folemnity •, — and, in fine, put an en- 
tire flop to all he had been fo folicitous 
in forwarding. 

The father of Lyfimor. began to think 
himfelf affronted by this proceeding ; and 
both the lovers were amazed and troubled 
beyond defcription at it-, but tho* the 
young gentleman came once or twice 
every day* to vifit his dear miflrefs, Fla- 
mimio fo carefully avoided his prefence 
that he could get no opportunity of corn- 
plaining to 'him, and Ifabinda was too 
much terrified by the unufual auflerity of 
of his looks to have the courage to open 
her lips to him on this fcore^ / 

She was one afternoon alone in the 
Fore parlour, waiting the approach of 
Lyfimor, when her father, who was in 
a back room, caird her to him •, — fhe 
immediately obey*d, and on her entrance 
>was accofled by him in this manner : 

Fdaminio. ^ Well, Ifabinda, I fuppofe 
' you expeft Lyfimor here pr^fently ?* 

' Ifabinda. *- Yes, fir, — it is near the 
' hour when he generally vifits me.' 

FU' 
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Flaminio. « His company may be 

* fpared at this time -, — I have fomething 

* to fay to you, and would not be inter- 

* rupted ; — I have therefore given or- 

* ders to the fervants to tell him, when 

* he comes, that you are gone abroad.' 

Jfahindd. * He will fcarce believe that ; 
« — becaufe I promifed to take a walk 

* with him in the Mall after tea ; but 

* if you require my attendance I will dif- 

* mifs him the fame moment he comes.' 

Flaminio. ' No, it fhall be as I have 
« faid ; — if you marry him you will have 
« opportunities enough to fee each other; 
« and if you do not, it will be beft for 

* you not to have fettled your afFeftions 

* upon him,* 

Ifabinda. « Sir, I Ihould never have 

* entertained the leaft thoughts of marry- 

* ing either him or any other man with- 

* out having firft received your commands 

* to do fo.' 

Flainimo. « However that may be, -^ 
« events we think moft near, are often 
« the fartheft from being accompIiftiM ; 

* — and for that reafon a young maid 

* ought never to difpofe of her heart till 

* it is accompany'd by her hand. 



c 
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Ifahinda. ' I hope, fir, that Lyfimor 
has done nothing to forfeit the good- 

* will you once had for him ?' 

Flaminio. « No, no^ I have nothing 

* to fay againft the ydung gentleman ;— 

* and fhould ftlll approve of him for z 
' fon-in-law ; — but ■ ' ■/ 

Ifubinda. * But what!-;- 1 befecch you, 
' fir, keep me not on a rack more cruel 

* than death/ 

Flaminio. * I am forry to fee you fo 

* much concernM on his account ; — I , 

* hoped to have found you more indifFe- 
' rent-, but, fince your inclinations are 
' fo deeply engaged, wilh from my foul 

* there were a poflibility for your union.* 

IfaHnda. ^ Ah, fir, what prevents it!* 

flaminio. * A father's everlafting hap- 

* pinefs or mifery.' 

Thefe words, the emphafis with which 
he utter*d them, and the horror that ap- 
peared in his countenance, frighted the 
poor young lady almoft iito fits ; — (he 
ftarted, — trembled •, and, not able to 
comprehend the meaning of what (he 
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heard, the moft terrible ideas came into 
her mind, and made her rather dread 
than wifh an explanation. 

She flood pale as a ghofl:, and motion- 
lefs as a ftatue, while her father, greatly 
agitated, walk'd* backwards and forwards 
in the room with irregular and diforder'd 
fteps : — both remainM fpeechlefs for fome i 
time \ — at laft, — ' I cannot as yet, faid ' 
« he, bring myfelf to relieve the fufpence ; 

* I fee you are in ; but will do it foon \ 

* — retire therefore, my dear Ifabinda, 

* to your chamber, continued he with a 

< deep figh, and invoke the almighty 

* difpenfer of bleflings to give you that 

* compofure of mind, which can alone 

< enable you to fupport chearfuJly what- 

* ever fate he is pleafed to ordain for 

* you.* 

She went to her chamber as com- 
manded i but whether to pray or weep I 
will not pretend to inform my readers: 
— I remainM with Flaminio while he 
(laid below, which was not long, then 
followed him up to his clofet, where he 
fliut himfelf in, plucking the door fo 
haftily after him I had not time to enter; 
but, peeping through the key-hole, I faw 
he had thrown himfelf profirate on the 
floor, with his hands and. eyes lifted up 

to 
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toJHeaven, feeming very earneft in de- 
votion ; — I left him in this pofturc, 
and returned home much furprifed at ' 
what 1 had feen and heard. 

Impatient, however, to get fome far- 
ther light into an affair which at prefent 
appeared fo myfterious to me, I went the 
next morning to FIamiriio*s houfe j — I 
enter*d Ifabinda's chamber with a fervant 
who was carrying in a dilh of chocolate ; 
— that unhappy lady was fitting leaning 
her elbow on a table and her head upon 
her hand, — her eyes red with the late 
fallen tears, and all fymptoms of defpair 
and grief about her ; — but nothing being 
to be learnt here I went in fearch of Fla- 
minio, whom I found in his dreflSng- 
room ; — he was in a mufing pofture, 
but had a countenance much more ferene 
than the day before ; — I had not been 
many nqinutes with him before he rung 
his bell for a footman, whom he orderM 
to fetch Ifabinda to him ; — (he prefently 
came, and I was witnefs of the following 
extraordinary dialogue : 

Flamimo. * Sit xipwn, my child -, •— • 

* I was to blame to leave you in the . 

* perplexity I did laft night ; but it was 

* occafion'd only by my too great ten- 

* dernefs j — I could not eafily refolve to 
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' tell you a thing which I fear'd would 

* make you wifh I had lov*d you lefs.' 

Ifabinda, * Sir, I have always loqkM 
« upon your paternal afFe£tion to me as 

* the greateft bleffing of my life/ 

FJaminio. ' I believe you have ; and 

* I had never any caufe to think you did 

* not return that affeftion with an ade- 
« quate proportion of filial love and duty.* 

Jfabinda. « I flatter myfelf, fir, that 

* |io one of my a<^ioAS has ever Ihewn 

* the contrary.' , 



Flamimo. ' None, indeed, my deareft 

* child y — I ought not therefore to have 

* doubted of your ready compliance in a 

* thing on which my foul'? eternal peace 

* depends, -r— Tell me, my Ifabinda, 

* would ypu not willingly forego a trifling 
' fatisfaftion to aflTure your father's happi- 

* nefs both here and hereafter?* 

Jfabinda. * I . Ihould elfe, fir, be 

* fl:rangely unworthy of the goodnefs you 
^ have fhcwn to me.* . 

Flamimo. ' Well then, my dearefl: 

* Ifabinda, I will no longer hefitate to 

* make thee the confidante of a fecret 

• which 
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which hitherto has never efcap'd my 
own bofom -, —^ it is a ftory will very 
Hittch farprife thee ; — but fee thou 
mark me well, and be attentive to 
every particular I fhall relate.* 

Ifabinda. * You may fee certain j fir, I 
will be fo.' 

Flaminio. * Know then, that going 
into the country to take poffeflion of 
that eftate which you have heard de- 
volved OB me by the death of my uncle, 
I fell into the ac<juaintance of a young 
lady in the neighbourhood, called 
Harriot; — Ihe was handfome, — I 
had a heart entirely free, and I became, 
as I then thought, violently in love 
with her ; but marriage being a thing 
of too ferious a nature to be' agreeable 
. to my inclihationsat that time, the ad- 
drefles I made to her were extremely 
private ; — fuch .as rhey were, how- 
ever, they fucceeded but too well ; and, 
on n^y promifing to make her my wife, 
obtain'd all the gratification my paflion 
could require. 

' Having finlfhM the bufinefs whicli 
' had brought me thither, I fet out foon 
after on my return to London \ — Har- 
riot took leave of me without much rc- 

VoL. I. I * grct. 
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* gret, being to follow in 4 few days, 

* with her father and the whole famifyi 

* the winter feafon cooiing on : -r- on.her 
« arrival (he fent me immediate nonice, 

* and I provided a pTQper place for our 

* private interviews, which were not fel- 
f dom, my aniorous d^ftres t)ciii^ ycr yn- 
« iatiated, 

« Perhaps her youth, her beauty, and, 

* above . all, the extreme tendernefs fee 

* had for rpe, might have engaged me 
« for a much longer tinie,' ^ad not the 
< charnis of your dear mother Tender'd 
« all thofe of the whole fcx bQfide$ con- 

* temptible in my eyes : — I ador'd her 

* from the firft moment I beheld her, — 

* the flame ftie infpir'd me with was 
« widely diflferent from what I had ever 

* felt before ; marriage was no mote a 
« bugbear to me •, •^— on the contrary, I 

* burned, • — I languifli'd to be link'd in 

* thofe glorious bonds with a perfon of 

* fuch diftinguifliM merit, and the means 

* of attaining that felicity engrofs'd all 
' my thoughts. 

' I now made a thoufand excufes to 
' avoid meeting poor Harriot, and when 

* her repeated follicitations drew me 

* fometimes to her, my behaviour was fo 
« coql, fo chang'd from what it was, that 

* flic 
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« Ihe could not but fee into the caufc \ — * 

* in fine, fhe ^grew jealous, inquifitive,. 

* and foon difcover'd my honourable at^ 

* tachment* 

« Tears, reproaches, and complaints, 
^ now furnifli'd me with a pretence to 

* quarrel ; — I told her I would fee her, 
^ no more, and indeed fhe put it out of 
^ my power to break my word \ for in three 

* days after we had parted in this manner 

* fhe ^died, — not without fpme fufpicion, 
^ of poifon, as I have heard it whifper'd-^^ 
« — ' but whether fhe had recourfe, in rea- 

* lity, to any fiich defperate method to 

* rid her of a life fhe was grown we^ry 

* of, or whether grief alone did the work^ 
' of fate, I know not ; but am but too 
« certain, that however that might be, my 

* ingratitude was the cruel caufe, though 
'* fhe was too generous ever to declare ir, 

* and not one of all her numerous kindred 

* or acquaintance had the leafl intimation 

* of the intercourfe had been between us. 

^ The ihock I felt on the firfl intefli- 
' gence of this facj cataftrophe is incon- 

* ceivable, and would doubtlefs have 

* made a laflifig imprefTion on me, if the 
« progrefs I every day made in my court- 

* fhip to the objeft of my virtuous affec- 

* tion, -— the gaining her confent to be 

la * mine, 
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* mme, — our marriage, and the hurry of 
^'pleafures attending that fofemnity, had 
« not too much taken up my heart to 
^ leave room for any other fenfations than 

* thofc of joy and tranfport. 

* Events once obliterated from the 
*.mind, by others of greater confequence 

* to our happinefs, feldom or never re- 

* cur to it again : — a long fucceflion of 

* years pafs'd over without any remem- 

* brance of the unfortunate Harriot •, and 

* it is but very lately that the thoughts of 

* her have begun to trouble my repofe. 

* But heaven would not fufFer me to be 

* always dead to a juft fenfibility of the 

* crime I had been guilty of ;— not many 

* nights ago, whether deeping or awake \.\ 
' can3|fct pretend to be pofitive, I faw, • 

* at leaft I thought I faw, the figure o| 

* that injur'd woman ftand by my bed 

* fide 5 — I heard her too, with a voi<J 

* hollow, yet fonorous as an eccho, 

* me repent, and attone fox my 
« trafifgreflion/ — '" How fhall I atto"in 
" cry'd I." — " Devote to heaven I 
*' deareft thing you have on earth,y 

* plyM the phantom, and in that in| 
fj vanilh'd from my fight* j 



ne Invijibk Spy. 1*73; 

' It is not poflible for me to expref?, 
^ much lefs for you to concei^^e, the hor- 
> rors I fuftain'd after this amazing dream, 
' or apparition, I know not which to 

* call it \ but am fince convinced it was 

* no other than my guardian angel, who, * 
^ under the form of .Harriot, inftruftcd 

* me how to attone for my crime ; — 
' and fliould I negleft . or difobey . his 

* admonition, it would more than double 
' my trangrefliori and fink my foul down- 

* to the loweft hell.* — '' Devote to heavea 
" tlie deareft thing thou haft on earth,* 
' the vifion faid. — Now what have I 

* on earth that is truly dear to me, ex- 

* cept your brother and yourfelf? — I 

* ha-ie ^amin*d well my heart, and find 
^ that of the two you fit the neareft there 5^ 

* — it is you therefore, my Ifabinda, that 

* is ordain'd to be the facrifice ; — and, like 

* faithful Abraham, I muft.fubmit to la^ 

* my darling on the altar.* \ 

Ifabinda. * Oh, fir, you will not kili 

* me !* '; 

Flaminio. * Kill -thee, my child, rai 
•• ther would I fiiffer this flefli of mine 

* to be torn with burning pincers, --i 

* every limb diflocated, — my breaft laid 
' open, and my panting heart cxpofed to 

I 3 * ^>3J^\SK»' 
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* public view, than hurt the fmalleft part 

* of thy dear precious frame -, — no, — I 
« mean tdprefcnt thee a living facrifice on 

* the altar of piety ;— to confecrate thee to 

* the fervice of heaven, and to make thee, 
^ while on earth, a companion for the 

* faints above ; — in fine, my Ifabindaj 
*.you muft be a nun,* 

Ifabinda. * A nun, — oh heavens !* 

This poor young lady feem'd no kfs 
terrified with the word nun than Ihe - 
had been with that of facrifice ; — but 
my Tablets being -quiet full with the 
converfaticwn already recited, and my me- 
mory a little trbacherous, as I confdVd 
in the introduftion to this work^ tl .can 
prcfent the reader with no farther pa^ 
ticulars on eirfier iide ;— alL I can fey is^ 
that act all the. obedience Ifabinda had 
hitherto been, praftifed in,, nor all her 
father^s authority^ . nor the: argtlimcntS; he 
urged, could either reconcile her to the 
iyay of life he cnjom'd, of oblige her to 
liibmit to it with any degree of willing^ 
nefs s and that her tears and intreaties 
being, equally in vairi. to ^ake him re-^ 
cede from the rcfolution he had takcn^ 
he difmifi'd her from his prefence, telling 
her, in a very angry tone, that he h^d 
now done with p^rfqafions, and fhould 

take 
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take meafures to bring her to her duty 
more becoming his charafter as a father. 

CHAP. III. 

The author finds means, tho' with an 
infinite deal of difficulty^ to make a 
difcovery offome part of the unhappy 
conjeqiiences which immediatly at- 
tended the cruel refi)lution Flaminio 
had taken in regard to his daughter. 

I Went no more to Flaminio's houfe 
that day, the greateft part of it being 
pafs'd in tranfcribing the difcourfe inferted 
in the preceding chapter, and getting the 
impreffion expunged from my chriftaline 
remembrancer : — I did not fail, however^ 
to repair thither the next morning -j—rbut 
gain'd nothing by this vifit \ — Flaminio 
wa& abroad,— Ifabinda alone in her chapi^ 
ber, and the fervants^ from whofe glib 
tongues I might have expefted fomething 
would tranfpire, were all bufied in their 
feveral occupations, and feem*d to^j^ink 
of nothing out of their own iph«re. ^^^ 

I had never yet attempted to fee how 

Lyfimor brook'd the late^ delays had been- 

I 4. given- 
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given to his intended nuptials, fo no> 
took it into my head to go ; — a fervant, 
who was carrying out a wig-box, gave 
me an opportunity of flipping into the 
houfe ;r^I found the old gentleman with 
a letter in his hand, which feem'd to ex- 
cite in him very great emotions ; — but 
as he had juft finifli'd tKc perufal as I 
entered the room, and was putting it in- 
to his pocket, \ could not poflTibly know 
any thing of the contents^ — I was not, 
however, long unfatisfied ; — Lyfimor was 
returned from a morning walk he had 
been taking, and entered a few moments 
after ; — he appeared in little better, hu- 
mour than his father, and, when he had 
paid the ufual falutaion, — fpoke in this 
manner : 

Lyfimor, ^ Certainly, fir, fomething 
^ * very extraordinary muft have happen'd 

% * to occafion this fudden change both in |(. 

' • Flaminio and his daughter ; — I have 

* been to enquire of her health this morn- 

* ing after being difappointed of feeing 

* her kft night, and have a fecond time 

* been deny'd accefs.' 

Fatbs^, ' I could have .told you that, 

* if I had known you had been there ;— 
' I have juft received a letter from Fl^- 

' minioj 
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'^ miniQ, — fee what the old coxcomb 
* . writes.* 

With thefe words he drew the letter h^ 
had been reading from his pocket and 

threw it on a table, Lyfimor fnatch'd 

it up with the grcateft eagernefs, and 
found the contents as follow : 

« SIR, 

^* A N over-ruling fate deprives rt\e of 
'' -^^ the honour of your alliance, and 
" ^difpofes of my daughter in a different 
** manner from what I once intended ;— • 
'* I muft therefor^ in treat your fon will 
*' make no future vifits at my houfe, 
** nor take any fteps to traverfe thofe 
*' defigns which I am obliged to purfue 
*' in relation to Ifabinda. 

•< As for yourfelF, fir, I hope^ydu will" 
" impute this alteration in my" conduft 
" to what it really is, —-an unavoidable 
*' neceflity, and not to want of relpedl 
" in him, who in all things elfe would- 
^ readily fubfcribe himfelf, , 

' ''' Sir, : ] 

** Your moft humble, and 
'* obisidient fervant, * 

• ^' Fl AMINO;' 

' • / II g '^' • • ' Surprifo 



Surpri^ and refentment now feemed to 
ftrive wliich (hould be mofl predominant 
in the cov^ntenance of Lyfiiihor v — he 
^ampt, — bit his lips, — paufcd | while, 
fhen Ipoke. 

Lyfimor. * This muft be madnefs, — 

• no man in hfs fcnfes could poffibly aft 
« thus. — What, — after exprefling the 

• higheft fatisfaftioji'in the intended union 

• between our families, — after the war- 

• meft proteffions of refpeft to you, fir, 

• and of love to me, to affront both in fo 

• grofs a manner, without the leaft caufe 

• given on our part 5 — tis unaccountabk, 

• — tis monftrous ; — ^but I cannot think 

• Ifabinda (hares in her father's frenfy/ 

Father. ^Whatever (he does, it be- 

• hoves you not to think on her at all v 

• — fooner would I have my family ex- 

• tinft, and my name perifh to eternity, 

• than have a branch or that jPbem grafted 

• on a tree of mine 5 — and J fhould be 

• fbrry to find you mean-fpirited enough 
. • to retain a wiih that way/ 

What repIy^Lyfimor would have made 

I know noty for the old gentleman was 

caird haliily out of the parlour to one 

^ho waitad for hiny itt another room,—* 



Lyfimor, when alone, fell into a deep 
mufing, — ^in which he figh'ti and. frowned 
alternately, and feem*d divided between 
his love ancf his refentment ; — rbut wJiat- 
ever his thoughts. were^: he-had not op- 
portunity to indulge thetn; -— a fervant 
prefcnted him with a letter, which he faid 
was brought by a porter, who defired it 
might be given to his om^. hands, and 
waited fo^ an aniwer. 

Lyfinfior no fooner ia^wi^ the charaders 
on the fuperfciption than the. late paienefS; 
in. his cheeks was converted into the moft 
lively red;— he broke the ,feal with. 
trcQibling impatience and found it con^- 
tain'd thefc lines : * o <, 

<« Dear. Sir, , : i; . . 

f* TV/I ¥ father, in an unacGOunttibfeJca- 
•* j^^ price, tears me from your atmsi- 
•^ and is refolutc to make me a nun v or 
^^ rather a martyr of me. -^-^ Prayers and 
^ tears, ai^^ ineffedual to move l?im from 
«^ bis purpofe^— T I have tryM both in* 
4* vain, and it is by flight aione I can- 
«' avoid a fate more dreadful to me than 
** all I can fufFer by abandoning his pro- 
** teftion •, — if you have coxnpaffion,— I 
^K muft not now fay love,— ralHft me in' 
** my efcape : — I have made no inti*- 
*.* mades,— have no confidanta.on whom 
1 6 ^VliaxJt 
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" I dare rely in this diJftrafting exigence^ 

•' and |:here remain not four and twenty 

*' hours between me and the impoffibility 

*' of averting the doom that threatens me r 

** — I am at prefent a ctofe prifoner in 

*'* my chamber, and to-morrow,, early in 

" the morning j am to take coach for i 

" Dover, thence to embark forDunkirK| 1 

*' under the care of a pcrfon whofe vigi- 

" lance I cannot hope to elude, and who 

*' is not to quit my fight one moment 

•* till I am, beyond redemption, lodged 

^* within the walls of a convent.— A girl 

** lately taken into the houfe, pitying my 

*' diftrefs, has promifed to get this conr 

" vey'd ta you, and alfo to greafe the 

^* hinges of tbe ftreet door, that I may 

** go out with left noife when the family 

** are all in bed, which I believe will 

*^ be pretty early, as my father is too 

'* much out of humour to fee any com- 

•* pany j-r-if you will take upon you th« 

" trouble to. wait for me at the end of 

*^* our ftreet, next the fquare, between 

*' thp hours of twelve and one„ and con- 

•* duft me to fome place where I may 

*' befecretedtillthefearch, which doubt- 

" Ipfs will be made after me^ is over, I 

«' ft all endeavour to earn a fubfiftence by 

** fuch ways as I am capable of and fof- 

*• tune (hall prefent : — if you ever truly 

5* ioved me, you will not think this re- 

^^ Qjieft 
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" queft too prefuming, but rather be forry 
^' for the fad accident that compels me 
*' to make it.-^I beg a line, in anfwer to 
** this, may inform me what I have to 
*' depend upon from your good- nature, 
** ^nd what hopcTemains, 

" For the forlorn, 

♦• And, moft wretched 

'^ ISABINDA. 

The lover appeared extremely touch'd 
with this melancholy cpiftle, and when 
he had finifh'd threw his arms acrofs his 
breaft, and cry*d out, 

Lyftmor. * Poor Ifabinda, — what dae- 

* mon has taken poffeffion of her father's 

* brain ! — but I fhould be even yet 
« more cruel to refufe the affiftance (he 
' implores. — No, — love, honour, and 

* generofity forbid it ^ — whatever Ihall 
« be the confcquence I muft, — I will 

* defend her from the fate fhe dreads.* 

He then caird his.fqotnoan, and bid 
him order the perfon who had brought 
this letter to wait for an anfwer at fome 
diftance from the houfe, left his father 
ihould happen to lee him, and be inqui- 
fitive from whom, and on what bu0nefs 
he can^- ' 



I 
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Having given thefe inftruftions, he ran 
haftily wp inta his chamber, where 1 
followed, and faw him fit dawn to his 
buroe and write iq thefe terms^: 

Tq Isabinda^ 
*« My for ever dear Iisabinda, ' 

*^ '11/Hatever are my fufferiqgs in this 
" VV unexpefted turn of our affairs, I 
^* cannot be wholly unhappy while I 
** know you have had no part in the in* 
*' flifting them.— Why do you unkindly 
*' make that a requeft, which you- ought 
•' to be convinced you might command 
** from my^affeftion I '-^. I have devoted 
** myfclf ettrirely to your fervioe.; and 
^* no change of circumftan€«s can ever 
*• make me withdraw a heart attraiSed 
•^ by fo much beauty, and-confirno^d in 
** its choice- by fo much merit.-r7.Yes, my 
** charming Ifabinda, I am unalterably 
*' yours; and you may. depend uponLiny 
*' love and honour for every thing you 
^« either do, or (hall hereafirer ftaiid in 
♦* need df : -~ I (hall employ this day in 
•* procuring a proper place for your, re- 
^ ception -, and ftiall anticipate the hours 
'' you mention to watch for your en- 
** largement, which I pray heaven to 

** fecilitate, 



\ 
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[•* facilitate, aod bring you fafe to the 

!** arms of, 

\ *' My deareft Ifabinda, 

" Youp ever, faithful and 
** Moft conftant adorejr. 



I 



He had but juft difpatch'd this when 
is father came into the room, and with 
voice and air vlftly different froiii what 

I he had a few minutes before aflumed, 

f ipoke to him in thefe terms : 



Father. * I believe, fon, I have inter- 
; * rupted your drefSng j — but no' matter, 

* — * I bring you news to confole you 
j • for the lofs of your late miftreft i — my 

* old friend, mr. GountwelU the banker, 

* has been with me ; — his fair chiarge, 

* Emilia, comes to town next week, aiid 
' he has offer'd, for a fmall premium, tb 

* make up a match between you 5 •— he 

* affures me fhe is a moft lovely young 

* creature, — is entirely independjcnt of 

* any one, and h^s twenty thoufand 

* pounds in her -.ock^et, which is more 
^ than double the fortune you fhould 
^ have had with the daughter of that fool 
f Flaminio.' 

■ ' ^ Ly/mcK 



J 
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Lyjimor. ' I am greatly indebted to 

* your goodnets, fir, and to the confide- 

* ration mr. Countweli has of me ; but^ 
« fir, you know I have' long lovM Ifa- 

^* binda, and you muft give my heart 
« fome tinie to wean itfelf from its former 
I attachment/ 

Father. ' Pfhaw, -^ one woman, like 

* one n^l, will drive out the thoughts of 

* another v — your heart muft be ftrange- 

* ly ftupified, if it does not dance to the 

* mufic of twenty thoufand pounds : — 

* remember, fon, the eftate you are to en- 
*^joy at my deceafe does not amount to 

* quite fixteen hundred pounds • per an- 

* nuni i and that I have been obliged to 

* mortgage fome part of it, to difchargc 

* the debts your extravagant elder brother 
.< contracted before he died •, — Emilia's 

* fortune will retrieve all. — Well, the 
^ breaking oflf your match with Ifabinda 

* is the moft lucky thing that could have 

* happened. 

Lyftmcr. * But, fir, we cannot be fure 

* that the young lady will approve my 
« fuit-' ^ 



Father. « Mr. Countweli will manage 
^ tshat,, — he is a Ihrewd man, — he 

< knows 
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< knows what he docs, and will under- • 

* take nothing without performing it :-— r 

* you have only to fay a few fine things 

* to Emilia, which you know well enough 

* how to do, when once yougqilfabinda 

* out of your head.* 

Lyfimor. y Sir I fhall ufe my beft en- 

* deavours to obey you in every thing.' 

Father. * That is well faid ; — I want 

* no obedience but what is for your own 
' intereft, and will leave you to refleft 

* how many charms there are in twenty 
' thoufand pounds, and then you will 
' fall in love with the fortune, whether 
' ever you do fo with the lady .or^not** j 

This converfation being ended,. I Ye- 
colledted that I had fome affairs of my 
own to difpatch, and began to think of 
retiring -, but was prevented by Lyfimor^ 
who walking in a continued and very 
hafty motion about the room, obliged 
me to keep clofe in the' corner where I 
had placed myfelf, and not venture to 
ftir left he fhould rufti againft me : — at 
firft I was a little vexM at this confine- 
ment ; but afterwards rejoiced heartily at 
it, as it gave me an opportunity of 
making a difcovery which otherwife, per- 
haps. 
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haps, I flioiild have found much more 
difficult tx> attain. , 

Lyfimor, after ruminating for a confider* 
sJdIc time, rung the bdi few* his footman, 
who, on his entrance, received for his firft 
command to (hut the door ; — that done, 
he made no fcruple to inform the fellow, 
who I fopn found was in dli his fecrets, 
of the concern he was Jn for Ifabinda •,— 
the promife he had given of taking her 
under his proteftion •, and the vexation 
he was in to find a proper lodging for 
her, fo that his father might not fufpcft 
he had any hand in her efcapc, nor her 
own be able to difcover whexe fhe was 
concealed. 

To this the mtT\i, after a pretty king 
paufe> reply^d,!. — that he had a; fiftcr who 
was a widow, and lived inr a vety iricotc 
and obfcure parir of the town ;:^thfat her 
houfe was ckan^ thoV fmall', '^— that her 
&mily confiftod only of herfetf^ an infant 
fucking at her brcaft, and a country girl 
who did the bufinefs of a fervant ; and 
added, that if the lady could content her- 
felf with fo mean an abode, he was cer- 
tain fhe might remain there concealed as 
long as ihe fhould think fit. 

Lyfimor 
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Lyfimor feem*d ov«joy*d at this pro^ 
pofal,-^ and bid him gp direftly to his 
fifter, apprife her of the aflFair asi far a$ 
it was neceffary, and give her a ftri6t 
charge to prepare every thing in as decent 
a manner as (he could for the. reception 
of her fair gueft. 

The fellow went to execute his com* 
miflion, and I Qid foftly rovmd the room 
till I got to the door and followed him j 
but not to the place where he was going ; 
for having already found, by the difcourfc 
he had with his matter, the name and fi- 
tuation of the ftreet^I had: no biifiiieft to 
jtake fo long a walk, till {bm^hiog inore 
mate;rial than the base fi^ of it exeiud 
my curiofity. 

Lyfimor himfelf, however^ wa« tM 
more ptui<£bial; to the time appoiittedi by 
Ifabinda than I was to knoiw the ifiiic of 
this adventure ; — it wanted fome minutes 
of twelve when I arrived at the corner of 
the fquare, and had but juft ported myfelf 
under a lamp,, when I law Lyfimor come 
muffled uj^m Bw». eteafc,, ani attended by 
his fervant. -/ 

W? had not waited above a quarter of 
an hour before we faw Ifabinda fteal out of 

her 
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her father's houfe, with a bundle under 
her arm almoft as big as herfelf j — Ly- 
fimor, perceiving how Ihe was loaded, 
made his man haftcn to eafe her of it ; 
after which fhe father flew than ran into 
the arms of her deUvcrer, for fo ihe call'd 
him, — adding, -— ' Oh can you pardon 

* the trouble I have given you ! — To 
which he reply'd, — ' C^ll not that a 

* trouble which I ihall always look upon 

* as the greateft'happinefs of my life.* 

I could hear diftindly Kttle more of 
what they faid to each other, the foot- 
man beinjg between us : — they wdk'd 
very faft through the fquare, and down a 
ftreet which turned from it, where a 
hackney-coach waited to receive thetii>^nd, 
as foon as they were enter'd^ drove aw.ay 
with all imaginable fpeed : — I had neither 
the will nor the power to purfue them, 
return'd home to rcfleft at leifure on the 
pafiages I had b^n witnefs of. 




CHAP. 
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m fome farther and more inte^ 
ing particulars of this adventure^ 
Jhews that people, by flying from 
thing which. they think would be 
lisfortuney often run into others 
I nature, much more to be dreaded. 

rCH as I had condemned Fla^ 
ninio for his bigotted fiiperftition, I 
lot wholly abfolve Ifabmda for the 
le had taken ; — I wonder 'd not 
le was fearful of being forced intd 
of life which few ladies of her 
^rould chufe -, but I wonder'd that 
s not alfo fearful of putting herfelf 
le power of a man who loved her, 
10m fhe paflionately loved 5 — flic 
ertainly either not have confider'd 
ngers to which flie might be ex^ 
or have depended too much on 
:ngth of her own virtue. 

ies, flie could hot be fo ignorant as 
know that no woman can be made 
any more than flie can be made a 
gainft her will 5 and a lefs fliare of 

courage 



courage than Ihe fhewM in this midnight 
elopement would have enabled her, on 
her entrance within the walls of the con- 
vent, to declare the had neither call nor 
inclination 10 receive the veil, on which 
neither the j^bbefs nor the bifhop of the 
diocefs could have conftnted to her ad- 
Hiiflion into holy orders* 

It is true, that her father might have 
confined her there a penfxoner as long as 
he thought fit ; but as this would not 
have anlwer'd his end in devoting her to 
tte fervice of the church, by way of pro- 
|)ilriation for- his offences^ there is no 
doubt to be made but that he would 
Ihortly have recalled her home ; — and, 
perhaps too, been convinced of his folly in 
-attempting a thing fo abfyrd in itfelf, as 
well as cruel to his d4uglpi(;er* 

I am fenfible that m^ny of my fair 
young readers will be apt to quarrel with , 
•me for my animadverfions on Ifabinda's 
<Qnduft in this point, and cry out, —if 
itbey, were in her pl^c^ tjiey would do the 
fame ; — it.is y^ery likely, indeed, that they 
would do fo, and fujl as likely that they 
^ould meet with fomething to make them 
lieartily repent of their inadvertency. 

. There 
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There are others a^in, who will fay, 
— that they can have no compaflSon tor 
whatever misfortunes may befal a girl 
who thus raflily throws herfelf under the 
protedion of a man not akin to her •, but 
I believe the number of thofe who arp 
fo hard-hearted will be very few^ except 
fome profeft pmdps, who exclaim violent- 
ly agamft the leaft mifcondu<5t in public, 
yet make no fcruple of giving themfelves 
the greateft loofe in private. 

However, as people never were, nor 
ever will be all of the fame way of think- 
ing, ij: would doubtlefs have been the 
moft prudent in me, not to incur the 
ill-will of any, to have conce^l*d my 
fentiments on this matter, and left every 
one to judge as they pleafed: -7- I have 
been fomething top open, 1 confefs, and 
tho' my difinclination to wafte paper will 
not permit me to blot out what I have 
already faid, I promifa to be hereafter 
more circumfpeft, and confine rnyfelf to, 
the bare recital of fuch fads as fh^ll come 
within my cognizance, without preten- 
ding to intrude my own opinion on the 
motives which occafion*d them. 

• . '' . 

To return, therefore, to the melan- 
choly detail I am now upon V — having 
' • ^ little 
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liUle to do with my time the next mOrn- ' 
ing^ I went to the houfe where I knew 
Jfabinda was placed for fhelter from her 
father's power ; — I gain'd an cafy accefsj 
the door being open, as is generally the 
cuftom in piean houfes: — on my going 
up ftailrs I found the unhappy beauty 
fitti;ig in a very penfive pofture, leaning 
her head againft the corner of a cup- 
board, which I fuppofe ferv'd her for a 
larder, for I faw a imall flice of butter 
and the remains of a halfpenny roll lying 
on a coarfe earthen plate-, frequent fighs 
ifliied from her breaft, and fome tears 
fell from her lovely eyes : — ftrange, in- 
deed, would it have been if a yoiing lady, 
bred up in all the delicacies of life, could 
have worn a chearful countenance in fuch 
a change of fituation •,— tho* as the fellow 
had; told his matter, the room and all the 
furniture it contain'd was extreniely clean, 
and (hewM the houfewifry of the owner, 
yet nothing could have more the face of 
poverty. 

She feemM buried , as it were, in a pro- 
found contemplation, when the found of 
Ibmebody coming up the Itairs made her 
raife her head a little, probably guef- 
fing from whom it proceeded,— -Lyfinior 
pi^fently appeared, and, on fight of him, 
a, dawn of jOy overfpread her face, — he 

ran 
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ran to hqr, — embraced her, and faid the 
moll tender things, intermixed with fome 
Bxpreflions of. concern, that the neceflity 
of her being concealed left him not the 
power of providing a piace forfier rnore 
Gaitable to her merit and his affeftiori ;-^ 
Die could not now rcftrain her tears from 
Bowing, which ^ccafion'^i the following 
difcourfe: 

Ijahinda. * Ah, Lyfimor, 1 beg yoU 
^ will not talk to me in this manner; 
' but rather ufe all your rhetoric to affifb 

* my weak endeavours to fuit my humour 

* to my condition : — - to be eaJfy, I mull 

* forget what I have beeii, and wilh to 
' be no more than what I am/ 

Lyfimor. * You never can be othef 
^ than the mod charming and moft 
Worthy of your fex.* 

Ifahinda. * Alas, I have no longer any 
pretence to complfanents like thefe j — I 
have now, as the poet fays,' 

No name, no family to call my own, 
But am an out-caft, and a vagabond. 

* As fuch I mull hereafter live ;— and 
^ ^hat I may lofe all reiiembrance of my 
^ former ftate, I have brought away my 

Vol,. I, It * jewels 
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^ jewels and bed apparel, for no other 
*« end than to difpofe of them, and pur- 
' chafe others more conformable to mj 
^ future circumftances.' 

Lyfimor. ^ Torture not thus a lieart to 
^< which you are dearer than the vital 

* blood that gives it motion. — Can you 

* believe I would fufFer you to part with ' 
*' any of thofe appendixes to your birth 

** and rank ? — no,-— I would rather add I 

* to them. — Do you not know that my 
** whole fortune is at your devotion ?' 

Jfabinda.. ' I muft not, Tir, accept it.* 

Lyfimor. * Why not accept ? too fcru- 

* pulous Ifabinda ! -^ But if you are 

* above receiving the tribute of a lover, 

* command whatever you may have oc- 

* cafion for on the fcore of a brother ;— 

* my dear Adario, I know, will readily 
^^^ichdXj^t the obligation.' 

ifahinda. * I anqi Jure he will; and; 
f on that condition, ^f Providence pre- 
^ fents no other way fqr my fupport, 
^ will not refufe your generous offer/ ^ 

Lyfimor. * Think then no more of 
^* fubmitting to any thing unworthy of 
f your charafter 5 -— I flatter myfclt o\xi\ 

■ « ;iiij5-' 
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misfortunes are not of long contiunance ; 
— " that your father will repent him of 
his cruel refolution, and mine forget 
the affront offer'd to his family, and 
wc may yet be happy/ 

Ifahinda. * I dare not entertain a hopfe 
fo diftant.* 



r^ Lyfimor. * You know not how pro- 

n^ phetic my pafllon may prove-; — in the 

^ mean time I fhould be glad, methinks, 

^ to be made acquainted with the motive 

'■:\ that has caufed this fudden revolution 

^ in our fate/ 
erf 

J Ifabinda. ^ Thb' I am loth to expofe 

ivr* the fecrets, I might fay the follies, oif 

: t4 a father, — yet I can refufc you no- 
thing.' 



.d. 



Perceiving now that fhe was preparing 
i^rfelf to make ^ detail of thofe particu- 
arAts I had heard before, and in a prece- 
pjpng chapter have communicated to the 
^xx^der, I would not ftay to hear a fecond 
.• ^petition, but came away and left the 
fcvers together for that time. 



•e 



^ From thence I went to the houfe of 

t o?^3niinio, where 1 found, as I expeded^ 

ji^ry thing in diftraftion 5 -^ meffengers 

K 2 tVlTVVAXN^ 
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if unning backwards and forwards ;— fom jjf, 
sreturning from their fruitlefs fearch o ^[ 
Ifabinda, — others going to places whe« ^\ 
4they had not before been fent v—and thi ^ 
4Dld gentleman himfelf fo overcome vid 
rage and grief, that he was fcarce capaU 
^t giving the -necefl&iy orders for v^ba 
jbe moft defired. 



Some other adventures, which I fta 
fiereafter publifti, then falling iii my vra 
:I had no leifure to make a fecond vH 
to Ifabinda for the ipace of near thn 
week^^, — feut how fliall I exprefs m 
^concern for that unfortunate young lad 
when on my going thither I found her 
jhe manner I did -, and that all the a 
prchenfions I had been in on her accou 
Aad but tOQ foUd ^ foundatipi^? 



When wild delire prefides over 
heart of man, what is his boafted 
fiour ? — what Ws virtue ?— fwhat his i 
gard for the happinefs and reputation I 
che woman he pretends to love ? — i 
fliadowy nothing, — vain ideas, whic 
iike the Sybil's words wrote on the lea^ 
pf trees, are blown oflF and fcattcr 
thro* the air with every guft of paffion y 
Jjut to proceed, 



1 
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No obftruftion Being in my way, f 
pafe'd direftly up to Ifabinda*s chamber j* 
but, finding the door fall lockM, began' 
to imagihe flie wa^ either rem6ved Or had 
.'Ventured out to take the air, and was' 
going down again, when I was prevented 
ty the murmuring found of perfons talk- 
ing within ; — ■ I then put my ear clofe to^ 
the key-hole, and eafily knew the voices 
to be thofe of Lyfihior and Ifabihda ;* on- 
ivhich I refolVed to waif till the door 
fliould be openM, and in about three or 
Your minutes after the woman of the houfe 
tame up with two diflies of chocolate and^ 
fome bifcuits on a plate 5 — fhc had the 
key in her pocket, and immediately gave 
entrance to me as well as herfelf. 

It was now mbrc than paft mid- day,- 
yet Ifabinda,had not left her bed, — Ly- 
limor ^as fitting on the fide of it as 
lately rifen, having both hi^ feet on a 
chair, without either (hoes or flippers :— i- 
I was a little furprifed at feeing him in 
this pofture, till the chocolate being fe^^jf 
ved, he faid to the woman, 

Lyfimor. « Has JefFery prepared my-" 
^ boots, a3 I diredted laft liight ?• 

K 3 ' ]^omafti 
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Woman. ' Yes, an pleafe your honour^ 
^ he has fo befplafh'd them, and made 

* the horfe's heels fo dirty, that one 

* would fwear they had come a journey 
^ of twenty miles at leaft this morning. 

Lyjimor. • That*s right ; — it would 

* have been ridiculous, after telling my 

* father that I was going on a hunting- 

* match with fome gentlemen, to have' 

* come home as clean as out of a lady's 

* bedrchamber,. and perhaps made the 
' old gentleman fufpeft fome part of the 

* truth : — but go and bid JefFery bring 
^- up the boots.' 

j 
Lyfimor fpoke this with a very gay 
air ; but Tfabinda hung down her head, 
and on the fellow's^ coming in hid her 
face behind the curtain, nor uttered a 
fyllable while he was in the room, which 
was no longer tljan to equip his matter 
for departure. 

Lyfimor was no fooner ready, and his 
Servant withdrawn, than he approach'd 
the bed and began to take his leave of 
Ifabinda with a very tender embrac-e, ac- 
company'd with fome foft words ; — fhe 
made no other reply for a confiderable 

time 
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time than returning his carefles •, but at* 
lafl: broke out into thefe expreflions :- 

Ifabinda. ' Ah, Lyfimof, fhould you' 

* forget your vows, -^ defpife the con- 

* queft you have gain'd, and leave me to^ 
' lament my eafy faith, how miferable,- 

* how abandoned beyond the power of 

* words to exprefs, would be the condi- 

* tion of your Ifabinda !' 

Lyftmor. « Unkind and caufelefs ap-' 
^ prehenfion ! —My deareft love* let not 

* the thoughts of fuch impoffibilities' 

* difturb your gentle bread; — could I 
^ be ungrateful, after being made happy 

* in this proof of your affedion, I muft 

* be loft to all fenfe of honour, — un- 

* worthy of the name of man, and even 
« • to breathe vital air.' 

Ifabinda. * Well then, — I * muft, — . 

* I will believe you, — nor repent what 

* I have done ; — but tell me, when will 

* you come again ?' 

Lyftmor. * To-morrow, if I can ; -- 
' if not, you may depend on feeing me 

* next day ; — be affured that every hour 
•^will feem an age to me till 1 renew my 

* joys : — farewel, thou fofteft, lovclieft 
« of thy fex.' 

K4. Hc^ 
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He went, but, as I then fancy'd, wkR 
more the air of triumph than of real 
tendernefs or refpeft in his deportment \ 
— Ifabinda then call'd for the woman of 
the houfe to affift her in riflng, and I left 
the place with a heart full of foreboding? 
for her future fate ; indeed I truly pitied 
the ruin'd. maid,, 'and wi(h*cl ihe never 
might have occafion to cry out wfth Mo- 
mmia in the tragedy : 

** ■ How often has he fworn- 

*- Nature fliould change, the lUn and 

* ftars grow dark, 

* E're he would falfify his vows to mc ? 

* Make hafte, confufion then \ — ftin 
lofe thy lights 

And ftars drop down WTth\fbrrow to 
« the earth,.. 

• For he is falfe \ 
^ Falfe as the winds, the watcxi or thr 

* weather -, 

♦ Gruel as Tigers o'er their; trembling 
*' prey r 

^ I feel him in my breaft, — he tears 
*' my hearr,- 

And at' each figh he drinks the gufh- 
ing blood/ 



c 






My airiofity having jeceived this pain- 
iul fatisfadtion, I imagined not that any 

farther 
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farther difcoveries, at lead that would ber 
material enough to compcnfate for the 
trouble Iftiould take, could be iilade in 
relation to thefe lovers, and thercforie 
thought of returning no more, either to' 
the apartment of Ifabinda, or to the houfe^ 
of Lylimor. 

. lihould, indeed, have ehdeavour'd to * 
lofe all memory of this unhappy tranf- 
aftion, if the talk of the town had not " 
c6ntinua'lly reminded me 'of it'; —i- every 
one was full of Ifabinda'iB flight ; — few, 
if any befides niyfelf, were acquainted 
With the motive of it ; and none kn^w to 
what placd (he was retir'd : — and the 
pferf eft ignorance people were in on both ' 
thefe fcores occafion'd various conjeftures, • 
and rendered the wonder hiiteh more laft-* 
irig thanotherwife it would have been. • 

But this was 'not all; — Flarrtihid/- 
pierced through with grief and indign^- 
ti6n on not being able to find his dittgh- 
ter ; and perhaps too with fome^ mixfiSfe 
of remorfe for the caufe he had given her 
to leave him, fell into a violent fever, of 
which he died, after languiftiing .fofnc '^ 
days. 

By his laft teftameht he^tequeath'd to /^ 

his daughter, if ever fhc (hould be found, - 

K 5 th^^ 
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. the fum of three thoufand pounds, m 
order, as he caufed it to be exprefs'd in 
the writing, to keep her above the con- 
tempt of the world ; and likewife, by the 
fmallnefs of the portion, to keep her in 
perpetual remembrance of the falfe ftep 
Ihe had taken. 

Soon after this I received certain in- 
telligence, that Lyfimor was making his 
public addrefles to a fine young lady witk 
a very large fortune ; — I doubted not 
but this was that f^me Emilia whom I had 
heard his father fo ftrongly recommend, 
and was fired with the utmoft impatience 
to fee how poor Ifabinda would behave 
on both thefe events 5 accordingly I went 
once more to the houfe where ihe had 
been concealed -, but, to my great difap- 
pointment, found Ihe was gone from. 
thence ; nor could all my fearch, joined 
with the afliftance of my Invifible Belt„ 
enable me, for fome time, to difcover to 
what part of the town or country fhe was 
removed. 




1: 



CHAP. 
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C H A P. V, 

C^tpktes the catajirophe of this truly }' 
tragical adventure.- 

ADA RIO had proceeded oil his ^ 
travels no farther than Paris, when ' 
thie account of his father's death oblig'd 
hin:i to return to pngland with all pof- 
fibie expedition : — ibon after his coming > 
I made an unfecn vifit at his houfe, where 
I found himi not like mod young heirs, 
exulting in being the entire mafter of him- 
felf and fortune, and contriving in what . 
kind of luxuries he fhould difpofe of ' 
both, but full of the moft fincere and un--' 
afFcdled forrow. • 

He was, indeed, one of thofe few fons ' 
who Jqok on the poffeffion of an eftate as ' 
^0 equivalent for the lofs of a good pa- ^ 
rent, fuch as Flaminio ever had been to ' 
both his children, till that fatal Caprice 
which drove his daughter from his pro- 
teflrion, • — had brought on her undoing, " 
"^his own death, — and was the fource of 
^ther calamities of a yet more dreadful- '* 
Mature, as will prefently appear. 

K 6 > t:\^- 
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The ftory of Ifabinda's rfopement, and 
the uncertainty what fate had fince atr 
tended her, was amatterof great afilidiOT 
to this young gentleman ; — he loved his 
filler with a very tender affedion, and Iwd 
hoped to have feen her by this tinae raar- 
ried to Lyfimor; but as his efteem for that 
friend was no way leflen'd by the match 
being broke off; and befides, expefting 
to>be better inform-'d by him of the par- 
ticulars ofi that affair^ than he could be 
by any other perfon, he was impatient to 
fee him, and I found had fent him that 
morning notice of his arrival ; for a letter, 
in anfwer to his meflage^ was* delivered to 
him while I was there,, the -contents where- 
of were rfiefe : 

To Adario. 

" T Congratulate your fafe return to 
** -^ En^and, and fheuld gladly have 
" paid my complimems to you in perfon, 
** if that honour had not beeiv jH-ohibited 
^* by an authority which^ I muft not pre- 
** fume to contend^ with ;— my father, 
" refenting the affront given by yours, 
w which you cannot but have been ih- 
" fbrm'd: of,, has forbid me, under xkt 
** penally Q^ his eternal, dilpleafure, to 

** convert 



r 



^^ convcrfe with any of your family ; — 
«• he was at home when your fervant 
*' came, and heard the meflkgc you fcnt ^ 
*' deliv«r'd to me, on which he repeated 
** his former injunftion, and exacted a 
*' folemn oath of my obedience to it ;— 
** you will therefore pardon my not wait- 
*' ing on you, and believe that the difcoa- 
.«* tinuance of our acquaintance will al- 
«« ways be extremely regretted by him. 
^ who is, 

« With all due refpeft, 

" Sir, 

** Your moft humble and^ 

'*' Moft obedient fervant, 

«^ Lyjsimor.*^ 

* Alas,* cried Adario,). throwing the 
ktter from him as foon as he had read it, 

* how cold, how diftant is the idr of this 

* letter, — how different from thofe I have 

* been accuftom*d to receive from Ly- 

* fimor \ — I find' thiat by one unlucky 

* accident I hare at once loft a fatlier, a 
'^ fifter„ and a. friend/ 

This epiftle. feem*d to increafe his me- 
hncholy, and he fat in a deep refvery till 
the entrance of fotne perfo;is roufedhim 
from it, and I quitted . the hbufc, per- 
ceiving 
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cciving they were only tenants, and canie 
on bufinefs relating to the eftate, into 
which I had no curiofity to enquire. 

I thought that I had now entirely 
done with this family ; for as Ifabinda 
was not to be found, I expefted nothing 
of confequence could be learn'd either at 
the houfe of Lyfimor or Adario, fo in- 
tended to make no more vifits to thofe ' 
gentlemen; — chance, however, aboiit 
five months afterwards, changed my re- 
folution, and threw fomething in my 
way which no diligeince of my own could 
ever have attained. 

As I was going one morning on my 
Invifible Prpgreflion I happened to pafs 
by the houfe of Adario, — he was at the 
' door, and about to fl:ep into a hackney- 
coach which waited for him, when a fel- 
low, who had the appearance of a groom, 
came running towards him, almoft breath- 
iefs with the hafle he had made, and 
cryM out, — ' Oh, fir, I have joyful 

* news for you ; — I beg your honour 

* will' turn back and hear it.' -^ Thefe 
words reviv'd all my •former curiofity, 
and, finding Adario comply *d with his 
fervant's requefl:, I followed them into the 
f>arlour, and was witnefs of the enfuing 
difcourfe : ^ 

Groom^ 
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Groom. ^ Oh, lir> I have feen my 

young lady/ 

Adario. ^ What young l^y ? — Not 
my fifter !* 

Groom. ^ Yes, indeed fir ; — ^ as I 
was going to fetch the horfe your ho- 
nour fent me for, I faw madam Ifabinda 
looking through the window of a houfc 
at the corner of a Uttle lane juft by 
Iflino;ton,* 



'O*" 



Adario. * Are you fiire it was Ihe ? 

Groom. * As fure as I am alirc, fir ; 
* — though, poor l^y, fhe is much 
*^ alterM, — very thin and pale. 

Adario. < I fancy you are miftaken ; 

* — if my fifter were fo near London, 
^ fhe would certainly either have fent or 

* come to claim the legacy left her by 

* my father, which I fuppofe flie has 

* need enough of by this time ; — I am 

* refolved to be convinced notwithftand- 
< ing. — Do you think (he lodges there ? 

Groom. * Yes, fir, for (he was all un- 
« drefs'd, and looked as if flie was juft 
out of bed/ 

Adario.. 
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JJario. * And can you know- the 
houfe again ?* 



Groom. ^' O, yfes, fit ; -— I took par- 
« ticular notice of it ; — there is a pretty 
« big area before it, with a hatch painted; 

* bSrown, and an high tree on each fide/ 

Adario. * Well then, — I will only 
♦fend an excufe to the gentleman I was 

* to meet this morning, and go diredtly 
< thither ; — you fliall get up in the 
« coach-box and order the fellow where 
« to drive ; — but let him ftop (Kort of 
« the houfe, that my filler, if it be flie, ^ 
« may not be apprifed of my coming be-- 

* fore flie fees me^^ 

While Adario was calling one of his 
footmen to fend on the meflage' he had 
mentioned j I ran to the end of the ftreet, 
went into a narrow dark paflTage, and 
pluck'd off 'my Belt ;-^ then, having re- 
covered the appearance of what I am, a 
real fubftance, I popt into an empty 
coach that had juft fet down a fare, bid 
the driver to" follow wherever that went 
which he faw Handing at Adario's door. ^ 

Bdth the coachfes drove with fuch fpeed 
that we foon reached the end of our little 

journey \ 



journey ; — I quitted my^vehicle the mo- 
ment I law the other preparing to ftop 5 
but tho* I made all imaginable haftc to 
put on my Belt, I could fcarce have re- 
gained my Invifibility time enough tO 
have entered with Adario, ff he had not 
met with an obftruftion in his paflag^ 
from the woman of the houfe, who at 
firft deny'd Ihc had any lady lodg'd witR 
her ; — then feid, Ihe had none of the 
name he cnquirM for 5 — on which he 
reply'd with fome heat, — that the lady 
might have reafons for concealing her 
real name y — « But tell heri cry*d he,* 
♦ tliat mine is Adario ; — that I am her 
« brother, and muft needs fee her.' — Oa- 
chis Ihe feem'd fomewhat more compli- 
able, and faid (he would go and acquaint 
the lady ^ — accordingly fhe went up 
ftairs; but Adario was too fmpatient to 
wait her return, and followed her diredtly ; 
— I was tut one ftep behind him, and 
we were both in the room before fhe- 
could deliver any part of her melTage. 

Ifabinda was adjufling (bmething about 
Her drefs^ before a looking-glafs ; but hap- 
pening to turn her head juft as Adaria* 
was within the door, lhriek*d put, -— 
*- Oh heavens, my brother !*— and with, 
thefe words fell back in her chair. 
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The woman went to fetch fome water^ 
•— Adario ran to fupport the fainting, 
fair J but happening to caft his eyes upon^ 
the table faw a letter lying there, the fu- 
perfcription of which was in Ifabinda's 
hand, and addrefsM to Lyfimor ; — emo- 
tions more ftrong than pity at this time 
made him quit his filler to examine the 
contents of this furprifing billet,, which^ 
were thefe : 

To Lysimor, 

** My dear, dear Lysimor^'- 

** pOR fuch you are,. and ever muft- 
** r be to my fond doating heart ^ tho*' 
"I have too much caufc to fear the ten- 
•* der epithet is now no longer pieafing 
•^ to you. — Ah, Lyfimor,. how fad is 
**' the reverfe of my condition ! — from 
** feeing you twice or thrice every week, 
** I now fee you not once a month ; — • 
*' and even then how cold is your be- 
** haviour ,? — how fhort your vifits ? — 
" how cruel is this to one who neither 
*^ can,^>nor wifhes to enjoy any convcr- 
'^ fati'on but yours ? — For pity's fake, , 
S' if not for love^ render my life more 
"" eafy, at leaft for theprefent, whatever 
^* you do hereafter ;• — the infant I carry 
^^ within me fimpathifes in its mother's 

'« anguifh, 
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^ anguiffi, and continually upbraids you 
*' with convulfive heavings : — even if 
*' your vows of everlafting conftancy 
** fhould be forgot, let fome confidera- 
*' tion of the ubborn innocent, the pledge 
*' of our once mutual loves, oblige you 
** to treat with lefs indifference its un-r 
** happy mother, 

" The ruin'd Isabinda.. 

" P. S. I can no longer bear your ab» 
*' fence, elfe would not have troubled. 
^^ you. v/ith this complaint.'* 

What a letter was this to fall into a^. 
brother's hands ! — Never did I fee a maa. 
in fuch diftraftion. — ^ Villain, — villaia^ 
^ Lyfimor! — wretched Ifabinda, cry'd 

* he out; — then turning towards her;--f 

* but there needed not this proof in thy 
'^ own hand,, added he, thy Ihame is but 
** too vifible.' 

Ifa)Dinda, who by the afliftance of the 
woman was now recovered from her , 
fwoon, but not enough to hear, what her 
brother faid, threw herfelf at his feet, 
and with ftreaming eyes addrcfe'd him in 
thefe terms : 

Ifabinda. * Oh, fir, can you forgive 

* my concealing myfclf from you ?' 

Adario:, 
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Adario. * Would to God that thtre' 

* were equal reafbn to forgive the caufe/ 

Ifabinday at this inftant turning up her 
^yes, beheld her letter in his hand,, and 
cry'd out with the greateft vcheraence^ 

Ifahinda. ^ I am now undone, indeed, 
« — -irrecoverably loft to all hope of par- 
« don or of pity !— my (hame expofea to 

* him from whom of ail the world it 

* ihould hare miofl been hid.* 

Mario. * Rife, fitfer, and ceafe thefe 

* unavaling exclamations ; — your fhamc 

* will receive no addition by my know- 

* ledge of it ; — rather, perhaps, be re- 

* medied.— But tell,-^and tell me truly, 

* — has Lyfimor ever promifed marriage 
•^ to you ?* 



c 



Ifahinda. •A thoufand and a thoufand 
times, and bound himfelf to the perfor- 

* mance by the mdft' foiemn inipreca- 

* tions.* 



Adario. < Then he is doubly a viilainj 
* — and, if you believe him, you are 
^ doubly deceived j — he courts another 
^ woman/ 



TJabinda. 



■ > 
Jfdhinda^ * Indeed, of late, I have 

* fufpeftcd this^ and often accufed him 

* of it J — and he as often has forfworn it.* 

Jidario. * Merc words of courfe: — • 
^ but fay,— have you no teftimony under 

* his own hand of the promife he made 

* you, either by letter or by formal obli- 
^ gation ?* 

Jfabinda, * None, — ^none, alas !* 

On this Adario bit* his lips, — walkM 
two or three times about the room, — then 
paufed and feem*d as if debating within 
*himfelf in what manner he fhould behave ^ 
at laft fat down, and taking the ftili 
weeping Ifabinda by the hand, endea- 
TOur*d to affwagc her grief. 

Adario. * Come, Ifabinda, dry your 
^ tears -, — love and credulity have feduced 

* your innocence -, — great has been your 
^ fault ; — but yet I cannot forget you arc 

* my fifter, and that yoii have no friei)d 
•* but me on whom you can depend for 

* confolation : — wKat is paft cannot be 
^ recaird, but it may be redrefs*d : — be 

* affured you ftiall pnc way or Other have 

* juftice.' 
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• Ifahinda. < Ah, fir, I bcfecch you 

* proceed not to extremities •,— if by my 

* crime you Ihould be involved in any 
^ danger or perplexities, it would fink 

* mc quite/ 

Adario. ' I hope ther-e will be no occa- 
^ fion ; — Lyfimor was once a man ef 
^ honour, and may yet return to his firft 

* principles : — on this you may rely,— 

* that I ihajl do nothing, raflily nor in- 

* confiRent with jour intereft and reputa* 

* tion.' ^ 

After this they fell into fome difcourlc 
concerning the ftrange refolution Flaminio 
had taken of fending her to a monaftery, 
the particular^ of which the reader being 
already acquainted with, I fhall pafs over 
in fiJence, 

When Adario took his leave, he <iid it 
with a great deal of affedlion •, but I was 
much divided in my thoughts^ whether 
I fhould flay with Ifabinda, or follow 
Adario home ; — the latter feemM moft 
flattering to my curiofity» as by many 
tokens I perceived he had fomething in 
his head which he was impatient to put 
m execution. 
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1 was not deceived in my conjectures^ 
— Adario was no fooner in his own houfe 
than he flew to his buroe, and without 
taking any time for deliberation wrote 
this epiftle^ 

To LTSlMiOR. 

"SIR, 

^<' /^^Onfcious guilt, without thofe com- 
**' ^^ mands you feem fo zealous in ob- 
«« ferving, might well make you aVoid 
*' the prefence of a perfon you have fo 
•** greatly injured : — when I recommend- 
" ed you to my filler, it was in order to 
^* become her protedor, — not her imdoer ; 
^« — how crueljy you have abufed this 
'• confidence^ let your own heart remind 
^4 you ; — but I have fome hope, how 
^' much foever appearances at prefent are 
*« to the contrary, you ftill intend to do 
" jufliice to your promifes to Ifabinda, 
*' and the claim fhe has to your afFedion : . 
*^ — I need n6t tell you that you can re- 
** pair the misfortune you have brought 
" upon her no otherwife than by an ho- 
'* nourable marriage •, — I am ready to 
" fulfil the- agreement made between our 
"** fathers on that fcore, and give my fitter 
*' the fum of eight thoufand pounds, as 
"*^ was then ftipulated j — if you coniply 
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^* with this proporal I Ihali be glad to 
^« fee you at her lodgings, there to fettle 
** every thing ; — if not, Ihall expeft you 
<< will meet me in another place, and 
^« give me that fatisfadtion which every 
<^ gentleman has a right to demand when 
<« he finds himfclf ill uf«d : — I attend 
i< your determonation, and am 

*« Yours, &c. 

" Adario. 

He fent this by one of his fervants, 
"With a charge to give it into Lyfimor's 
own hands, and wait his anfwer ; — after 
which, being told dinner was ready, he 
went down and placed himfelf at the 
table, tho* I believe with very little ap- 
petite ;— *for his countenance had upon ic 
all the marks of the greatefl: inward dif- 
turbance^i "tcfhich was not at all leflen'd 
when his man returned with this from 
iyfimor^ 

To Adario. 
** S I R, 

-** C IN C E I find you are fo well ac- 
** O quainted with a fecret, which, for 
** the lady's fake,! coujd wifti had been in- 
** violably kept, 1 thinkmyfelf obliged to 
** deal fincerely with you on theoccafion; 

♦< ^^ you 
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« — you may be affured I can behave 
' to no woman, nvuch lefs your fitter, 
* otherwife than becomes a man of ho- 
' nour; — but marriage is a thing quite 
'^ out of the queftion, as I am certain 
^* my father never would confent to it : 
" — if any promifes on that account ever * 
^* efcaped my lips, I remember nothing 
^' of them, and could make them with 
•* no other view than to give her modefty 
*' an cxcufe for yielding : — I am forry, 
^ « however, for what has happened, but you 
*v cannot tbeinfenfible of the frailties of 
*' flefh and blood, and muft know, as 
*' well as I, that when two young people, ' 
** who like each other, are much alone 
** together, fuch accidents will naturally 
** occur. — The refentment you threaten, 
** on my :non-compliance with your pro- 
*^ pofal, appears therefore to me a little 
*« unreafonable ; — I fhall, notWithftand- 
^* ing, be ready to give you the fatisfac- 
*' tion you defire, at any time or place 
<* you Ihall appoint. 

". Yours, &c. 

*' Lysimor. 

All the blood now feem'd to have for- 
fook the heart of Adario to rufh into hia ^ 
face ;*-^his lips trembled, — his very eye- 
balls ftarted with excefs of paflion •,— he 

VOJL. L L hefitat^d 
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to the memory of a man he once had 
calPd bis friend, then made the belt of 
bis way home, in order to provide for 
tis own fecurity, which the likelihood 
there was of the challenge he had Tent to 
the deceafed being found, rendered highly 
neceflary. 

The meafures he took, indeed, were 
very prudent •, — he fent immediately to 
hire a poft-chaife, which was to wait for 
him in a ftreet he mentioned, at fome di- 
ftancc from that ip which he lived ; — 
carry 'd no baggage with him, but order'd 
a fervant to fpUovy^ him with it to Calais \ 
— ftaid no longer at his own houfe than 
tp write two fhort letters jy-the one to a 
gentleman who had been one of the exe- 
cutors of his father's will, which being 
only on family-affairs need not be here 
inferted ; — the other was to his lifter, 
and contained thefe lines : 

To ISABINDA,, 

<« Sister, 

*' T?-^^^^^S ^^ repair your wrongs by 
'' -T the way I hoped, I have reveng'd 
" them by the death of your feducer,. 
*' for which I am obliged this moment 
*' to leave my native country, perhaps 
>^ for ever s— I have done what the ho- 
nour 
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^* nour of our farmily exacted from me ; — 
*' it belongs to you to regulate your fu- 
•« ture conduft fo as to attone, in fome 
" meafure, for the errors of the paft ; — ^ 
*' to ^nabje you to do this,, you oyght 
'« to keep in eternal remembrance, that 
** the follies of your fatal paflion has not 
*« only brought the objeft of it to an un- 
*' timely grave, but alfo drove from al^ 
*' the focial joys of life, into an irkfomc 
'< banifhment in a*foreign land^ him who 
*' might have been happy, if he had 
** not been 

\\ Your brother, 

** Adario. 

Thinking, perhaps, he had been fome^ 
ivhat too fevere in the above, he added 
this poftfcript by way of cordial : 

« P. S. I fhall conftantly write to mr. 

«< D ri, — he will be able to inforrn 

•* you how to direft for me ; — you ma^ 
*« be affured I fhall receive with pleafur6 
•* any letters that bring nric an account 
** of your welfare, and, in fpite of aU 
** that has happened, to do you every 
f* fervice in my power.'* 

After having fent this, by the groom 
who had firft difcover*d the place of her 

L 3 .2jciO^^^ 
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abode, and given fome neceflary inftruc* ^ 

tions to his other fervants, he hurry'A j 

away to meet the poft-chaife^ and 1 (aw | 
bim no more. 

As I had truly pityM Ifabinda, I could 
not forbear going to fee in what manner 
(he fupported this laft dreadful accident ; 
-^ on my entrance (he was in bed, and 
furrounded by women and phyficians \ -^ 
1 gathered from their difcourfe, that the 
liirprife and grief fhe had been in had 
caufed an abortion, accompany 'd with 
fits of a very dangerous nature :— on my 
next vifit, however, I found her youth and 
the ftrepgth of her conftitution had got 
the better of her difeafe ; but though the 
gains of her body were renwxvod, -tbofe 
of her mind ftill rpmainM j-r^fhe was ex»' 
tremely melancholy, -^ had a thorough, 
contempt for the world, and the thoughts 
of a monaftery were now fo far ff om being 
j^ocking to her, that fl^e xcfolved tp fly 
jlo one, a^ the only afylum from cenfurc 
jand from caiie. 

Accordingly, as I was afterwards in- 
form'd* fhe went, on the re-eftablifhment 
of her health, to Paris, and enter'd herfetf 
into the fociety of the Benediftine nuns, 
»?here 1 duubt not but fhe often ht^ her 

fogiher 
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brother through the grate, as he ftill 
continues to refide in that city. 

I have now finifliM all the account^ 
I am able to give of this melancholy 
U'anfadlion, in which the juftice of Pro- 
vidence feems to me to be diftinguilh*d 
in forfiewhat of a peculiar manner ; and 
may ferve as a warning to our gay amo- 
rous fparks) npt to become tlie feducers 
oi uawary innocence ;~^fpecially if they 
will be at the trouble of reflefting^ how 
the perfidy and ingratitude of Flaminio, 
to the believing Harriot, was afterwards 
i^torted on his own darling daughter. 



C H A iP. VI. 

Gives the account of an occurrence^ . 
no left remarkable than it is enter ^ 
taining'y and Jhews that there is 
fcarce any difficulty fo great but 
that it' may he got over^ by the help 
of a ready mt and invention^ if 
properly exerted. 

TO make fome attonement for my laft 
melancholy recital, to thofe of my 
readers who may not care to have their 
heads* fill'd with- fubjeds of too ferious^ 
L 4. atv^a^X-^^x^^. 
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a nature, I fhall now prefent them with 
one more likely to put in motion the 
rifible mufcies of the face, than to extort 
the falling of unwilling tears. 

A gentleman, whom I Ihall call Con- 
rade, had lived to the age of near feventy 
without ever teftifying the leaft inclina- 
tion to marriage ; — he had been a man 
of pleafure in his youths and probably 
the too great fuccefs he then found among 
the fair had deterr'd him from entering 
into an honourable engagement with any 
of the fex ; — but there is no account for . 
change of fentiment in this point, — an 
accident fometimes puts that into our 
heads which before we never thought of, 
or perhaps had an averfion to, — as it fell 
out in the cafe of the petfon I am fpeak- 
ing of. 

A long friendftiip had fubfifled be- 
tween him and Murcio, a gentleman, who 
though not fo far advanced in years, had 
XTiade a better ufe of his time,— had been 
married, and was the father of three fine 
daughters, — two of whom bad always 
lived with him •, but the youngeft, after 
the death of his. wife, was taken from 
him, and brought up under the care of an 
aunt in the country. 

The 
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The eldeft of thefe ladies being now 
about to be difpofed of in marriage, Con- 
rade received, and accepted an invitation 
to the wedding ; — Melanthe, fitter to the 
fcride, was a fine fparkling girl of nineteen ; 
— but whether, it were that (he appear'd 
in reality more lovely than ufual at this 
time, or that the mirth and pleafahcries 
common at fuch folemnities rekindled 
the long fmother'd embers of amorous 
defire in the breaft of Conrade, fo it was^ 
that he, who had been in the company of 
this beautiful maid without ever taking 
any notice of her charms, now, all at 
once, becarne extremely fmitten- with 
them, — ^infomuch that from this moment 
he refolved on acquainting her father 
with his new paffion, and afking his con- 
fent' to make his addreffes to hejr ; which 
he did not at all defpair of obtaining ovl 
the terms he intended to propofe. 

Murcio had a pretty country-houfe at 
a village about ten or twelve miles up the 
river, where he conftantly went ever;^ Sa- 
turday, and ftaid till Monday or Tuefday, 
and fometinnes longer ; — it was while he 
was in this retirement that Conrade chofe 
to comm; ni ate to him the bufinefs he 
had in his head ; — accordingly he went 
thither, ^d found him entirely alone ;— « 
L 5 Melanthe 
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Melanthe having been prevented fromv 
going, as flie was accuftQm'd to do, by a. 
violent fit of the tooth-ach •,— this our old 
Ipyer loQk'dupon as a good omen, being 
defiroiis to en^ge the father in favour ^ 
his paffion, before heiwde aay declafation^ 
of it to the daughter. 

He began with faying, that he naw 
repented having lived fo loqgabatchelorj. 
•**-that having a very large eftate,. he 
fliould be glad of an heir of his own body 
to enjoy it ; — that if he could prevail ob. 
a young lady whom he liked to m,any 
him, he would endeavour to attone forr 
the want of youth by alltlie indu%encies» 
in the power of a fond hiilband ; — and 
having thus prq>ared the way, told him,, 
that if; he thought proper: to. befto.w hi5= 
daughter. Melanthe on him, he would de- 
fire no other fortune than her perfon;, 
yet would fettle a dowry upon her Supe- 
rior to what might be expeded if ihc! 
ferought hini ten thoufand pounds* 



It is^not to be imagine A: with what 
greedinefs M^]is-io fw^ltow'd this- prc^- 
pofal . — ^e did not e vea affe<a to hefitatc, . 
or make the leaft denour on accepting i 
an the cootraryj^he reply-M, that nothing 
could afford him a. greater fatisfaflion 
Dh^n fuch aii.aUliiarice, andithat 1^ doubt^: 

not- 

K 



:atc,. I 

1 
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riot tut Melanthe would rereivfe the hd- 
ilour he intended her as a woman who 
knew her own intereft and happinefs. 

Both parties being equally tranfporred, 
&ftrf tluns was irmmediately agreed u|>on 
between them •, but Murcio not being 
able to affure himfelf that his daughter 
^citild fo readily comply as he had made 
the lover hope fhe would, and fearing 
that if (he fhould give the old gentleman 
a rebirfFon his flrft onfet^ it might dif- 
courage him from making a fecond, and 
perhaps overturn the whole affdr, re- 
folved not to hazard the Idft of fo ad- 
vantageous a match by leaving it to her 
Ofwn choice, fent a fpecial meflfenger tcj 
Ircr with a letter, the contents whereof 
4fe thde: 

To Melanthb,'^ 
•' Dear. Child, 

*' T\AY worthy friend Conrade has 
" A^-*^ fakeh a great liking to ybu, 
•* and will make you his wife on fuch 
^^ terms^ as fliould but little prove the 
•'paternal affeftion I have for you to 
•' rejeft ; — be not you lefs thankful 
** to heaven for fo unhoped a bleifing 
** than I am ; nor, oh ahy foolifh pre^ 
^ tenccs, either ilight^ ot feem .td 
L 6 . ^-^ ^x'^^-, 
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' flight, the good prefented to you.— i£ 
you confider the vaft advantages ot 

« this match, a difparity of years can be 
no objefition: — I fay thus much^-be- 

' caufe I would convince, your reafon, 

* not enforce your adion ; foi: I fhould 
' be forry to find myfelf obliged to^ 

* make ufe of the authority I have over 
you in a thing which you ought, and I 
hope will receive with the lame fatis- 

* faftion I propole it : — know, how- 

* ever, that I have already agreed oa 
' every thing for your marriage, —.that 
' your future hufband is now here, and 

* we fhall both be in town either to- 
' morrow or the cnfuing day : — I fend 
' this on purpofe to prepare you to be- 

* have towards him in a proper manner, 
' an3 as it is the abfolute command of 

* him who is 

^« Your affedtionate father, 

'^ MuRcia. 



I ftood behind Meknthe's chair whik 
fhe was reading this epiftle, and never did 
I fee a, poor young creatufe iii fuch terriblft 
agitations ; — fcarce had flie come to the 
end of the firfl: period before (he cryM out, 

* -—His wife! — his wifl !— what terms 

* can the old letcher propofe to compen- 

* fate for the odious title of wife to flich 

* a wretch I* 
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* a 3«rretcb !* — ;then goiitg a little/farther, 

* Juftly, indeed, faid (he, does my father 

* fufpeft my obedience in this point ; — 

* death itfelf would not be fo dreadful to 
« me as, compliance. '—The ftnore fhe pro- 
ceeded, the higher her diftraftion grew.— 
/ What, fix'd my dpohv at once! raved 

* fhe out; at once refolve to cut me oflF 

* from all the joys of life, and condemn 

* me to'everlafting mifery! — Is this a 
« parent's love ! — oh 'tis moft cruel, — 

* moft unnatural !* 

I knoisr not to what extravagancies fhte 
might have been hurry'd, by the fudden 
riifh of grief and defpair, if tears now 
had not afforded their relief-, — but thb* 
they a little foften'd the aiperity of hct 
paflion, they had not the power to fub* 
due it ; her tongue, indeed^ ceas'd from 
exclaiming againft her fate ; but the ago- 
nies of her countenance difcover'd how 
much flie inwardly regretted it. 

While flie was in this diftrefsful and 
pity-moving fituation, the gay, the lively 
Florimcl came in ; — this young lady 
was the moft beloved and intimate com- 
panion that Melanthe had ; — fhe faw her 
almoft every day, and always enter'd 

■'. without ceremony ;;. — fhe fcem'd. a little 
furprifcd at firft fight to= find her thiis, 

; ^ c?^ but;. 
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but irifinlediately recovering herfelfj; ajt- 
proach*d her with htr accuftom'd fpright"^ 
Ikicfs.- 

FkHtnel ^ Heyday, Mclanthe,^— wh^ 

* in the name of wonder makes you in 

* this pickle ?—*is your favourite fquirrd 

* dead ? or has any accident happened tb 

* your laft new peit-en-l'air ? or wh^t ; 
** Other misfortune of equal importance 
f has befallen you ? ' 

Melanthe. * O FJorimel! — what would 
I' I not give to be in thy condition ?* 

Fkrimel. * My condition! -^-^ why 
•what do you find to envy in my con^ 
5 dition ?: 

Mtlanihe. < To have no father to cofi'- 
*trole yoiilr aftions by ai> unreafonaHc 
« -exertion of his authority.' 

FlorimeL * Why truly, as you fay,^ 
: * thefe old dads are troublefome enough 
« Sometimes 5^- yet,; for all )that, I ftiould 
«^ be heartily ^ad mine were alive again, 
* — But pray what has yours done to 
f:^makc you wifhyourfelf an orphan ?* 

Melantbe. • Read that/ and fee if I 
** have. not caufie/ 

In 
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In fpeaking theie words (he pointed to 
ber father's letter which lay open on the 
t^ble ; -^ Fiorimel took it up and read it: 
as defir'd j — on examining the contents,, 
fhe could iiot help looking a little grave ; 
but having fint(h'di refum'd thcrdifcourfe 
with her former vivacity. 

Fiorimel. * As fare as I am alive both 
^ thefe old gentlemen are crackM-braia'd, 

• — the one in thinking of you for a. 
•-wifey.and the other in consenting to 
^ give you fuch a hufband.* 

Meldntbe. *- One would, indeed^ ima^ 
«-gine they were not in. their fcnfcs/ 

Fhrimel. ^ For my part,. Lam fo 

• aftoni(h*d that I can.fcarcc believe I ani^ 
«- awake. — But what will you da?* 

Melantbe... * Nothing/* 

Fhrimel. * Nothing can come of m)< 
•^ thing, as kmg Lear fays ia the play. 
** — I am lefs furprisM,. however, at 

• your ftupidity in fo perplexing a di-- 

• lemma, than I. am at the folly of thofe . 

• who have involved you in it.— SJefs 
*' me, what can either your lover or father 
« propofe to themfelves by fuch a difpro^ 

♦ portionable 
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* portionablc alliance, but horns on the 

* one fide, and difgface to his family on 
« the other.* 

Melantbe. * No, Florimel, it fhall 
« never come to that \ — I will rather 
« work, or ftsurvc, or beg.* 

Florimel. * Look*ye, my dear, neither 
« working nor ftarving, or begging, as I 

< take it, will agree with your conftitution ; 
« — fomething elfe muft be thought on.* 

Melantbe. < What elfe ? 

Florimel. * Do you think, that when your 
« father comes to know what an impla- 

< cable averfion you have to tnis match, 
f he will not be prevail'd upon to recal 
f. the promife he has made to Conrade ?* 

Melanlhe. * Impoffible ; — I know his 
« temper too well to flatter myfelf with 

< fuch a hope : — you might as well 

* think to blow St. Paul's carhedi al from 
« its foundation with a fmgle reath, as 
5. move him to recede from any thing he 

* has oiMie rcfolved.* 

. FlorMel. * Well then — fuppofe fpme 
« way could be connived to make Con- 
« rade liimfcU fly off ?* . 

Mcunlhe. 
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Melantbe. < That would be a. happy 

* turn indeed ; — but, dear creature, 

* how can it be brought about ?' 

FhrimeL • I have a projedt in my 

* head that promifes fair for it, if you 

* will agree to join in the execution.* 

Melantbe, * You may be fure I Ihall/ 

' ' < ' 

Florimel. * It is this : -^ you muft ad- 

* mit a fpruce young gallant to lie with 
' you all night -, — Conrade muft be in- 
' torm*d of the amour, in fucb a. manner 

: * as to make, him convinced of. the .truth. 
/ of.it ; and the ducejs in:him ^if a&ief- 

* wards he infifts on marrying you/ ^ * 

Melantbe. ' Fye, Florimel ; — how 

* can you be fo cruel to rally the misfoi> 
« tunes of your friend ?*, . . ^ 

Florimel'. < No, I proteft I am as fe- 
< riou^: as a judge up6n a criminal caufc ; 
/ and would fain have you make the ex- 

* periment I mention, 

Melantbe. « What, — would' ft tbon 
« have me turn proftitute to avoid mar- 
triage !! ' ; 
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Florimel. • No fuch matter ; *^ I wilt 
«- engage diat tbe gaUftnt. I mean Ihall lie 
? as harmlefi by your fide as an infant.* 

Mehn^he. * Prithee do not torture 

* me with fuch nddles. 

Florimei. * I (hall pisefently explain. 
« them ; — ^ die gaiiatit l aim Ipfeaking of^ 

* and \^ho is to be your bedfellow, is no 

* other than my own individual fclf ^^ — I 

* Ihall put on a fuit of my brother^s 
♦^ cloaths, and do not doubt but thit 
« when I am dxefs'd, and equM>'d in all 
^ my accoutFementK, I ihaU ue a figufe 
*. hrndfome enoiigh to msi^e an old mdSi 
f jealwttJi 

JMdntbt. * Sure tievdr was fo wild a 
<% fcbemc ; but y«t I cannbt conceive lurtsr 
« it is to be conda&sd, ot which way it 

* can anfwer the end you propofe by it.* 

FloripuL > Lord, — you Jire fbraaige*- 
«- ly diali^ or aflffeft to be fo -, — bitt^l will 

* fhew you what I ihall write toConrade,. 
*' and that may help tp enlighten your. 

* undcrftandhigi- 

This' witty lady waited not to ft* 
what reply her friend would make, but 

ran 



ran to a defk and immediately wrote the 
following lines : 

To Hugh CoNRADB, E% 

•'SIR, 

*' XJ^ V E R fince I heard of your in- 
€6 J2^ tended marriage with Meianthe I 
*' have been divided in my thoughts^ 
"whether the treachery of betraying a 
** fecret entrufted to me, or by concealing 
** it expofe a gentleman of your charafter 
" to the worft of mifchiefs, would be the 
" molt difhonourable aftion :— rthc latter 
" Gonfidcration hasatlaft prevailed ; iand 
'* 1 think it my duty to intonn you, that 
^' the lady; y^uare,)dh^ut to niflike yew 
*' wife has neither heart nor ^honoun^ta' 
♦« beftow upon you, — both are already 
" difpofed of to a pcrlbn Ihe thinks more 
** agreeable to her years : —- not -content 
« with the many private aflS^iations fhe 
" ha$ with Wna afcroad> flic fecquently 
*' makes pretences, when her father goes 
♦' into the country^ -to be ieft at home, 
" where her chamber-maid r who is in tht 
" fecret,. admits tljis happy lover at mid- 
" night,, and lets him out cady in the 
" morning, before the othccr fervajBts of 
*^ the houfe are ftirring,— -Murciabckig 
" gone to ♦^***, I am well aflliced it 
*^ will b^ in your power to oonvince 
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*' yourfelf of the certainty of this intclli* 
** gence, by fending any one on whom 
** you can depend to watch about the 
** door, cither for the entrance or exit of 
*' the favourite gallant: — aft as you 
*' pleafe, however, — I have difcharged 
** the diftates of confcience in giving 
" you this timely warning, and am, 

" Sir, 

*' Your moft humble, tho* 

«* Namelefs fervant/* 

This (he gave Melanthe to read, and, 
as foon as fhe had done, was going to 
afk her how ihe approved of the contri- 
vance, when the other prevented her by 
crying out, 

MeUnthe. * Oh the wicked lying let- 

* ter ! — Dear Florimel, if this fhouid be 

* fent, and Conrade fhouid (hew it to 

* my father, I believe he would kill me.* 

, Florimel. • Tis poflible he may not 

* fhew it ; — but if he does, you have 

* only to prepare yourfelf for a little 

* fcolding and fwearing ;— the worft he 

* can do is to turn you out of doors ; — 

* and then, -^ to ufe your own words, it 

* can be but working, ftarving, or 

* beggings 

Melanthe, 
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Melantbci « Oh, but my reputation^ 

< Florimel ! 

> 

ForimeL * A fiddle of your reputa- 
« tion ; — would you hazard nothing to 

* avoid being tacVd, till^dqath do you 

* part, to fuch a lump of decay 'd mor-* 

* tality as Conrade ? — befides, when the 

* affair is ^11 over, and you are once got 

* free from this curfcd engagement, it 

* will be eafy, by unravelling, the plbt^ 

* to clear your reputation and reconcile 
f you to your father into the bargain.* • 

Melanthi. * Oh, Florimel, if I was 
J fure of th^tP . ' 

Fiorimel. • Truft to fortune ; — I will 

< lay my life, that jf you behave ajccor-^ 

* ding to my direftions, every thing will 
? go right.' 

Melantbe. ' Well then,— tell me what 
« lam to do.' . . 

Fhrtmel. ^ In the fifft place, when 
< your father comes home you mufl: feem 

* to be as well pleafed with the match as 

* he would have you be, and pretend 
' that you are mightily in love withCon- 

* radc's eftate, whatever you are with the 
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* man ; — then, as for the old wretch 
^ himfdfy y^ui YiMt n^ing to do but 

* to fimper and look filly wh^ he makes 

* his addrefles, and tell him that you arc 
< all obedience <to your father's- will/ 

-^Mdanlhi, « This^ is a hatd tafkf aftd 
« Lam a very ill diflfembler;— I wfll try; 
^ hcxwevcr, what I can do : *-*- but Flo^ 
^rimei,— there' is one thing that neither 

* you n»r I as? yet^ tever ttou^t upon; 

* -^ fuf^[xife Conrade (houtd take it irtto 

* his^ head to watch the^ door himfelf, 
^ aixd dr^aw upon you in his paflion?* 

FlorimL « What if he * dofes^— -I Ihali 

* have a fword as well as he/ 

Aiehntbii^ ^ Bbt not undeittand- ft 

* well how^ to ufe itf 

FlormeL « I don't know that ;— but 

* if I can't fight as well, I am fure I can 

* run much' better ^ — 'fo ^ray do not be 

* under any concern on my-aocdunfe* 

Thefef fair friends parted not tiH the 
night was pretty far advanced % ijl which 
time wai^ taken up with fettling feme 
fiarther paiticulars in relation to their de- 
fign. -^ ' MoUy , the waiting-maid , was 
tci^'d iri> and) ifter a voif? of fecrecy, in- 

trufted 



trafted vsritfc tke whole affain; — :&e feem'd 
a good fmai*t gjri, highly- proper fqr the 
huAnels (he wa^ to be em^oyM in, and 
xeadily procnifed her affiftance. 

As I was very neiH* as ixpp^tiene as. 
thernfelves fo^r thcrfuccefe of this^whiejific^i; 
'Cnterprizet I wpat every day to Murcio's 
hjOtife, and found that. Melanthe a^ed 
the pai^ ftie had been tau^- by Fkriioel 
fo as to give the utmoft fatisfaftion both- 
to her father ^nd lover^— whonow talkM* 
of nothing but $o have t\m. wedding fo- 
lemniz'd as fqdn as the nceefl^y pri^paia- 
tions for it could be niade. 

Saturday being arrived^ I made it my 
bufinefe to enquire whether Murcio was 
gone> as, ufu^^ to hi? county feat, andi 
finding he wa$rr io^ and that MeUntber 
ftaid at hodie, concluded thafi this waa- 
the day on which the ftrifc wheel of the 
machine was, to. be put in motion, there* 
fore huiried away, to the hcs^^ of Con- 
rade^ were I luickily capict time enoughs 
to fee him, receive the koaor from Hop 
dmel. 

The wf inlcles of thb old 'gentleman^s face 
were greatly agitated while he was readings 
this epiftle : -^ at iirft his qre-lids extendi 
«d tbemfelVcs^ 4uid^lusl»>^f«s were elated 

with 
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with furprifc, — then were con trafted into- 
a frown of anger •,— fometimes a fnecr of 
contempt and unbelief lengthened the fur- 
rows round his withered lips ; but the at-^ 
titude of longeft duration, wjs a pcnfive 
hinging down of his head, accompahy'd 
with counting the hairs upon his little* 
finger, out of which at laft \it flatted, and 
cry d to himfelf, — * Many reafons may 

* be urged both for and againft my gi- 

* ving credit to this ftory •, — but whether 
< built upoti truth or malice, I have no 

* meed to be at the pains of confidering, 

* : — the author has pointed out the means 

* of being convinced, and I will take 

* his counfel/ 

As I could not be certain that he would 
OKitinue in this refolution^ and thuch lefs: 
fo, that if he did what the event of it 
would be, I went by break of day the next 
morning and pofted myfelf over-againft 
Murcio's houfe •,— in a few minutes after, 
Conrade came, wrap'd in a cloak, but 
ftood more aloof, yet near 'enougli to fee' 
every thing that pais'd ; ■^— iwie had not 
waited above a quater of an hour, before 
the door we watch'd was foftly open'd, 
and a well-drefs'd beau Tufti'd out ; — 
Conrade advanced as fall as his gou^ 
would let him, inorder, I fuppofe, to 
fee the face t)f this invader of hi3 hoped 

for 
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For happinefs ; but the pretended gallant 
was too nimble for his purfuit ; — but 
dropt a piece of paper, as if by acci- 
dent flirted out with his handkerchief; — 
Conrade immediatly fnatched it up> and 
found it was a billet ; — the fupt^rfcrip* 
tion feem*d to h;^ve been tore offi but the 
contents were thefe : 

^« 'Deareft of your fex, 

** TV/I Y father is gone ir^to the country, 
c< IVX and I have made an excufe t6 be 
♦* left behind ;— come at the ufual hour, 
" and Molly will admit you to the 
^« arms of 

•« Yours.'* 

leafily perceived that this was a fecond 
•plot of the young ladies to corrobate the 
iiVll \ and it had all the efFed they could 
wifh, and -was alfo produftive of fonie- 
thing elfe, whidi neither of them at that 
lime imagined V as will appear in the fuc- 
ceeding chapter. 
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CHAP. VII. 

is a continuance of this merry hijlory^ 
'which prefents fofnethin^ as little ex- 
peSled by the reader as it ivas by the 
parties concerned in it ; and, /ftbe 
author's hopes do not greatly deceive 
kim^ will alfo afford an equal Jhart 
offatisfaSlionasfurprife,' 

IT IS not to be doubted but that Con^ 
fade, after having received this double 
confirmation of Melanthe's tranfgreffion, 
^ave over all intentions of becoming her 
Jlufband •, — yet, by what 1 could gather 
from his looks, and fome expreffions be 
let fall, the manner in which he fhould 
iquit his pretenfions was the occafion of ^ 
a very^ great conflift in his mind : — he 
was a good-natured man, ,and loth to ac- 
cufe this young lady to her father y — ^yet, 
to break off a match fo far advanced, and 
which he had fo earneftly foUicitcd, with- 
out affigning any caufe for the change of 
Jiis refolution, he thought would not only I 
pake him appear ridiculous, but alfo j 
put a final period to all converfation be- j 
tween him and his old friend ; and he j 

.probably^ 
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probably continued undetermined in this 
matter till he found himfelf obliged to 
talk upon it to Murcio himfelf, who had 
appointed to come to town the next day, 
in order to fign the marriage- writings. 

That gentleman was at home, and ha- 
ving expefted hini fomc hours before he 
<ame, began, in a pleafant manner, to 
reproach his tardinefs; to which Conrade' 
Teply'd very gravely, — • "* I am, indeed, 

* fir, fome what beyond my time, yet, I 

* believe, fooh enough for the bufinefsr 

* which now brings me/-^Murcio fecm'd 
very much furprifed on hearing him fpealc 
in this manner •, and poor Melanthe, wha 
was prefent, well knowing that rfiis alte- 
ration in her lover's behaviour was the 
effeft of the plot concerted between her 
ar^ Florimel, trembled for the event,. 
and; was no lefe (hockM at the thoughts 
how much her innocence fuffer'd in his 
opinion. 

It' i5 uncertain what return Murcio 
would have made, for the other prevented 
him from fpcaking by adding to what he 
had faijd before, — that he had fomething 
of a very extraordinary nature, and which 
iM^uired no witnefles, to communicate to 
him;, on which he made a, fign to Me- 
lentl^^ to leave the room, and fti^i \^2l^ vi<5 
i M 2 ' lo^Tvct 
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fooner withdrawn than- Conrade pro- 
cet-dcd, tho* not without a* gboil deal of 
licfi ration, to declare himfclf in thefc 
terms : 






Conrade. ' Dear, Murcio, we havcj 

"* long been friends, and I fhould be \ 

^ heartily ferry that what I have to fay I 

' ihould occafion a rupture between us-, > 

* — for my own -part, there is no man * 
■*' living for v/hom I ihaH always preferve 

* a greater efteem than for yourfelf/ ^ 

Murcio. ' r cannot think, fir, that 
' you have any thing in your mind ftiould --; 
^ give mc reafcn to regard you lefs.' 

Conrade. ' Reafon is too frequently * 
« -mifled by paffion, — I know it by -expe- 
< rience, and fliall be glad to find yours i 
' is more ftrong; — ^tho' I confeis I have ^ 
' been to blame, and am forry things l< 

* have gone fo far: — but, fir^ I have < 
' confidqr'd that \l is now too late\in life *, 

* for me to thirilc of marriage, efpicially 1 

* with fo young ii lady as Mclantlie:* U 

Murcio. ' This is an odd turn. Indeed j : 
^ — methinks, fir, you fhould have con- . c 

* fider'd this before you ipade any pflf- * ^ 
' pofals of that fort, either to me or my 

* daughter, — A treaty of marring, fir,.. 

* ^hen'! 
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' when' concluded on and conlented to hy 
^ both parties^'-is a thing of too nuiclv 

* confequence^ to be brolce off by cither, 

* without putting the mod grofs affront 
^ upon the other/ 

Corrradf. * Not,- fir, when it c^n hz 

* proved th^t the confunrmiuicn would 
*• be equally inconvenient for both.* ^ 

Afi/rcio. ' As how for both ? — nvf 
•■ daughter has never mad? the Icall ob- 
^ jcdion.*" 

Ccnrade. * It may be fc \ — yet I" nni 
*' well afiiircd flie neither does nor c'/cr 
*• can regard me with that aftedlion whiciv 

* alone could make either me or herfelf 

* happy in being united/ 

Murcio. * A mere whim ; —a caprice* 
^ oIF your own, founded only on the dif- 

* parity of years ; and I am amazed you 
^ fliould think of flying off from your 

* engagement on fo fhalldw a pretence.' 

Conrade. * Perhaps I may have others: 
^ — fuppofe I know fhe loves another ?* 

Murcia. * Sir, I will fuppofe no fuch 

* thing ; — fhe love another! — no, fir, 
wftie has been bred up in principles too 

M a * virtuous 
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* virtuous and too modcft, to place bcr 
' alTedions on any one,, till my com- 

* mands and the authority of the church 

* niake it her duty to do fo ; and I muft 
"- tell you, fir, it is bafe in you to add to 
' the ill ufage you are about to give her 

* by traducing her reputaion.* 

Conrade. • L fcorn the unmanly 

* thought : — be affured I have proofs of 
^' what 1 fay.'' 

Murcio^ « Produce them then.* 

Conrade. 'I will, fince T find the 

* juftification of my own honour depends 

* upon it. — There, fir, — read that, and. 
' be convinced.* 

In fpeaking this he gave Murcio thc' 
letter that had been fcnh by Florimcl, 
v/Iiich the other, after having carelefly 
peruftd, threw from him, and looking on 
Conrade with the utmoft fcorn, faid to 
him, , 

Murcio. « A notable proof, indeed, — 

* there are few people without fome 
' enemies i — hut this is a piece of fcan- 

* dal too grofs, too ftupid, and the in"* 
' vention too ill concerted to pafs even 
\ on the moft weak and credulous mind 'r4 

* and. 



; 
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' and feems rather a poor low contri- 

' vance of your own, to evade fulfil- 

* ing an engagennent you have taken it 
' into your head to repent of. 

Conrade. ' You are free in your ex- 

* prefllons, fir, but I believe it will pre-"* 
' fently be my turn to retort that con- 

* tempt you fo unjuftly treat me with.— 

* Do you know the hand-writing of 

* your daughter ?* 

Murcio. < Yes, certainly I do.' 

Conrade. « Then judge of the con- 
« tents of this, and take Ihame to yoiir- 

* felf for the injurious treatment you have 
« given me/ 

The reader will eafily imagine, that it 
was Melanthe's little billet he now put 
into his hands ; but no one can con- 
ceive, much lefs ami able to defcribc 
the rage, the horror, the diftraftion, that 
Ihook the whole frame of this aftonifti'd 
parent, on finding himfelf no longer able 
to refufe giving credit to fo terrible a 
misfortune. — <. Death and furies 1 cry'd 
* he, infamous, abandoned wretch P — 
Then, after loading her with all the 
fouleft names that language could af- 
ford, he turn'd to Conrade, — • Pardon « 
M- 4.. *^ ^^^ 
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*- me, dfear Conrarfe, faid he \ had an 

* angel told me what you did, without 
^ this curfed teffimony, I fhould not 

* have believed the ftory ; — but you 

* fhall have ample fatisfadion •, Til turn 

* this fcandal to my family, — this de- 

* ceiver both of you and me, out of my 
' doors this moment; — never own her, 
^ — never fee her more, but leave her to 
^ the miferies flie merits/ 

He was running out of the room,, and 
*tis probable, in the firft emotibns of his 
paflion, would have done as he had 
rhreaten'd, if Conrade had not withheld 
him %. and partly by force, and partly 
by perfuafion, made him fit down while 
be reafonM with him in this manner r 

Conrade. ' Dear Murcio, compofe 
^ yourfelf, and- be not raflily guilty of a 
•• thing you hereafter may repent of ; — - 

* confider that the errors of one branch 

* of a family refledl difhonour on the 
^ whole ; — you have other daughters, 

* who, thp* pure as innocence itfelf, yet, 

* being of the fame blood, may be fuf- 
^ pefted liable to the. fame faults ; — for 

* their fakes, therefore, rather fmother 
^ than expofe the crime of this fair 

* offender. 
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Murcio. * What ! -r-* would you then 
*' have me to forgive, encourage, and 
' fufFer her to continue in this ihameful 

* proftitution under my own roof ! 

Conrade. 'No ; — but I would have 

* you remember that flie is ftUl your 
*• child, and that it is your duty, as a 

* father, to ufe your utmoft efforts to re- 

* trieve her from perdition, not fink her 
•• deeper into it* 

Murcio^ ; ' As how retrive her ! — is flie 

* not already loft, — irrecoverably loft to 
' reputation as well as virtue !' 

Ccftrade. ' Not fo, I hope ; — all yet 

* may be well, if her feducer can hz pre*- 
' vaird upon to repair the injury lie h:^s 
^ done her by an honourable marriage.' 

Murcio. * A vain expedation.*' 

Ccnrade. * 'Tis worth attempting,, nt 

* leaft ; — but firft you muft oblige her to 

* difcover the name of this too happy 

* man ; for you fee, that cither by d?*- 

* fign or accident, the diredion. to him 
*- is torn off the letter/ 

Mttrch. ^ I protcft, in the cinra^T^ion 
*^of my thoughts, I hid forgot that cir- 
M 5 * cumftancc v 
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* cumflance ; and alfo to afk you by 
' what means this infamous fcrawl came 
^ into your poffeffion.' 

On this Conrade related to him all the 
particulars he had obferved while he had 
been watching his rival's coming out of 
the houfe -, and when he had done, in 
order to encourage Murcio to take the 
idvice he had juft given to him,- added 
this dcfciption of the fuppofed gallant: 

Cpnradei ■ I was very much vcxM thaf 

* I had not an opportunity of feeing his 

* face ; but his back being towards nie> 

* and, bcfides, having the advantage of 

* fome twenty paces before me, I in vain 

* endeavour'd to overtake Wm, but I 

* took great notice of his drefs and air, 

* and do afTure you he has all the ap- 

* pearance of a man of fafhion, and fuch 
' a one as to whom you could not reafon- 

* ably have refufeS your daughter, even 
' if this accident had never happen'c]/ 

Murcb.' * He fhould have aifk'd her of 
' me then •, — but I will call her down, 

* and hear what fhe has to fay.-^No, — I 
' cannot,— will not fee her i-^— I know not 

* whether the fight of her might not pro- 

* voke me to fome defperate aftion.* 

Conradt' 
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Conrade. « I think it is beft you fliould • 

* refrain feeing her, 'till yoa are more 
' t}ie mailer of yonr paflion ;— but as the 

* affair we have been fpeaking of admits 
'of no delay, — fuppofe you write to 
^her/.' 

Murcio. * The advice is good. — Oh,^ 
*'what a curfe it is ta have a difobedient- 

* child!' 

He appeared in the moft bitter anguifli/ 
of mind while uttering thefe laft words 1 
but, having recovered himfelf a little, ^ 
took pen, ink, and paper, and wrote the 
followins lines : 






To Melanths. 

" ThSufcandal to my blood and name,- 

C4 npHAT you ftill live to receive this, * 
*^ A thank the gentleman'whom you 
"^ would have wrong'd by carrying pol- 
♦* lution to his bed ; — he has obtain'd 
**'a reprieve for ypu on- this conditioftf— 
** that you declare the name and. quality 
" of your undoer, to the end that I may 
" take fuch meafures as I fhall judge 
" proper, to oblige him to do juftice to ' 
'' the honour of a family of which yo\i ^ 
'^ are the only blemilh, — Tlunk- not xo 
M 6 " dehyv 
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" deny your crime, — I have the infamous 
^« witnefs of it under your own hand •,, 
" but be plain and open in your con- 
" fefTion, if you hope ever to obtain 
" mercy either from heaven or 

" Your offended father; . 

" MURCIO. 

After having fhewM this to Con^ade, 
he caird for the waiting maid, and with 
a ftern voice and countenance, bid her 
give that letter to her miftrefs, and bring 
him an immediate anfwer: - — I followM, 
and few. with what agonies poor Melanthe. 
read.this cruel mandate ; — between the 
fears of what her father's indignation 
might inflidl upon her, and the fliame of 
appearing guilty, of a crime her foul dif- 
dain*d, flie was fo much overwhelmed, 
that for fome minutes (lie had not power 
to fpeak •, and when (he did; it was only 
to utter this exclamation :• 

Melanthe. • What wiH become of me ! 
f .»-«-oh.this vile plot of Florimers T 

Molly. • Lord, madam, do not pqt 
^ yourfelfinto this flurry; — you know 
' your father's temper well enough, and 
^ could not expedl he would be lefs fe- 
'^ vere J— but it will be all over in time,. 
- ' * and 



i 
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and you muft refolve to bear it for a 
while/ 



Melanthe. * I cannot, — will not bear 

* it ; — I will go down this inftant and 
' difclofe all, and clear my innocence !* 

Molly, « Sure, madam, you would not 
« be fo mad. — What would you under 
« all fo much pains has been taken to 

* bring about,, and be forced to marry 

< Conrade at lafl: ? 

Melanthe. * Was there ever fa terrible 
,* a dilemma! — what anfwer can I give 

* to .my father I* 

Molly. * Dear, madam,. fay any thing ; 
. ^ — tell him you are in love with the 

* man in the moon, — -the Great Mogul', 

< — fay any thing bwt the truth.' 

Melanthe. * How filly am I to afk 
« advice of fuch a giddy creature! — but 
• « I will try what 1 can do.' 

With this Ihe- turn'd herfelf towards a 
table whereon flood a ftandifh, — fat 
down, -^ paufeda while, theiv began to 
'write ; but had fcarce finifh'd two lines 
before flie left o^F, — tore the paper ; — 
muTed again, and- tlien began afrelh ; — 

tlie 
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the fecond effay met with the fame fate' 

as the former, and fo did feveral fuc- 

ceeding ones, till at laft (he threw the 

pen out of her hand, — ftarted up and 

faidi 

Melanthe. * 'Tis in vain to attempt 

* it, — I cannot write; — can find no- 
*- thing to fay that will abate my father's 

* rage.' 

MoUy. * Why then, madam, fay no- 
' * thing, — e'en let him think as he pleafes' 

< at prefent j — if you will but pluck up. 

* a fpirit we fhall do well enough ; — ^ he 
^ will not kill you for his own fake ; and 

* as for any thing elfe you muft content 

< yourfelf to fubrait to it ; ; — nothing can 

* be fo bad as marrying Conrade.— I will 
' go to Florimel prefently ; if I am fo 

* lucky as to find her at home, 'tis ttn 
« to one but fhe puts fomething into our 
•^ heads.' ' 

Melatjiht. ^ Do fo 5 -^ I wilh fhe were 
•"here.' 

While they were fpeakiftg Murcio 
call'd very loud at the bottom of the 
ftairs for Molly to come down, on which • 
fee faid : 

■ Molly. 



1 
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Molly. * Do you hear, madam ; — but 

* I muft face the ftorm for fear it Ihould 
« come hither and terrify you worfe. — 

* I wifh you had as much courage as I 

< have/ 

She faid no more, but ran haftily down 
into the parlour, where I with no lefs 
fpeed attended her foot-fteps, quite hn- 
patient to hear how the pert baggage 
would behave, 

Murcio. * What is the reafon, minx, 

* that I have no anfwcr to the letter you^ 

* carry 'd up ? 

Molly. * Lord, fir, there were fome- 

< what or other in that letter that has 
« frighted my poor lady almoft out of her 
' wits ; — • (he does nothing but cry and 

* wring her hands,-^-^it would make your 

* heart ak*e to fee her. — She write an an- 
i fwer ! — no indeed, — - (he is not in a 
' condition to give an anfwer.* 

Murcio. * If Ihe can't you muft, hufley. 

< — Who was that fellow you let out of 

* my houfe yefterday morning ?' 

* Molly. * I, fir,— I let out no fellow, . 
5 not 1/ 

Murcio. 



4 
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Murcio. ^ Tis falfe •, — my friend here, 
^' happening to pafs through the ftreet' 
«^ at that time, faw him come out/* 

Molly. ' Why then, fir, your friend is' 
« no better than a pickthank for bringing 

* you Ivich idle ftories -, and I am not 

* afraid to tell him fo to his face. — I 
fay again, I let out no fellow.* 

Murcio. < Was there ever fuch impu- 

* dence !V 

Conradey ^^ Comt^ come, mrs. MTolIy, 
' you had better confefs the truth, — it 

* will be for the good qf your lady, and 
^ yourfelf tx)0.*' 

McUy. * Sir, I fhall not tell a lye for 
< the matter ; — I let out no fellow ; — 
*' there was a fine gentleman, indeed, 

* thar fat up all night playihg- af cards 
« with my lady, that I ler out ; — but 

* no fellow I affure you.* 

Murcioy « Well, — and pray mrs. bra- 
'' zenface; what is the name of this fine 
^ gentleman ?' 

Molly^. * Lord, fir, do you think I 

* know' the names of all the gentlemen 

' that^ 
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^ that come to vifit my lady ? — indeed 

* I am not fo impertinent as to aflc*' 

Murcio. * No equivocation ; — tell mc 
^ this moment or I fhall be your death.* 

Molly, « Blefs me, fir, — how can you 

* fright a body fo for nothing ! — but if 

* you would be my death twenty times 

* over I can fay no more than I have, 

* done.* 

Conrade. * Dear Murcio, this girl is 

* not worth the paffion you are in •, — t 

* hope the young lady herftlf will, fatisfy^ 
^ you, when once Ihe confiders . bo^Y , 

* much it is her intereft to do 1q-'' 

Murcio. ' Not while fhe has fuch a 
« hardened wretch to encourage her obfti- 
« nancy. — Hufley, pack up all your 

* trumpery, and get out of my houfc di- 

* reftly, or I fhall provide a place for 

* you in Bridewell.' 

Molly. * Oh, dear fir, I fliall not givo 

* you that trouble 5 — there are places 

* enough to be had without your pro- 

* viding.* 



'O* 



After fhe had left the room, and Mur- 
cio had vented his paffion in two or three 



258. "The Im)ijtbk SvY. 

hearty curfes, he turn*d to Conrade, and, 
with a tone of voice which exprefs*d the 
deepeft trouble of mind, utter'd thefe 
words :. 

Murcio. < You fee, my dear friend, 

• that both miftrefs and maid are alike 

* incorrigible. — What now remains for 
« me to do, either to preferve my family 
' from difgrace, or this degenerate girl 
« from everlafting ruin ?* 

The other, who doubtlefs condemned 
Melanthe more in his heart than he would 
let her father know he did^ could find 
nothing to fay in her defence ; but that 
he hoped, when the firft confufion of 
this difcovery was a little over, Ihe would 
be brought to, Eeafon \ and therefore in- 
treated he would allow her fome fmall 
time to recolle<a; herfelf. 

As the converfation now began to con* 
lift only of railings on the one fide, and 
perfuafions to moderation on the other, 
I eafily perceived that nothing of impor- 
tance would be the refult, fo refolved to 
leave the two old gentlemen together,, 
and accordingly laid hold of the firft op- 
portunity to get out of the houfe. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. VITL 

Frefenti fomething as little expeSfed by 
the reader as it was by the parties 

• concerned in it \ and^ if the author's 
hopes do not deceive him, will alfo 
afford an equal Jhare of fatisfaSfion 
asfurprife. 

BEING very anxious for the fitua- 
tion of poor Melanthe, I fully de- 
fign'd to make another vifit to Murcio's 
houfe early the next morning ; but I had t 
no fooner got my Tablets cleared of the^ 
impreflioH made on them the preceding^ 
day, than fome company coming in de- 
tained me at horfie ull the hour in which 
I ufuaUy dined, and then being told the 
table was fpread, I fat down -, but made 
a very fhort repaft, being always more 
eager to gratify the cravings of my mind 
than my fenfual appetite. 

I came to Murcio*s door when Conrade 
hsid juft alighted from his coach and was 
ftepping in, fo I had an eafy accefs, and 
followM him up into the dining-room,, 
wher? Murpo was then fitting, and ex- 

prefs'di 
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prefs'd the fatisfaftion he took in feeing; 
him in words to this efFeft ; 

Murcio. • My dear friend, I am glad 

* you are c6me to give me your opinion 

* in a thing I am about ta do : — my im.-- 

* gracious daughter has given me no-- 
< anfwer, — made me no fubmiffions ; — 

* I cannot fufFer her in my houfe -, and, if^ 

* I turn her out of it, am in danger of 

* having my whole family fcandalized by 

* her behaviour ; — I am therefore re- 

* foived to fend her down to the fartlveft: 

* part of Cornwall, where I have a near 

* kinfman ; — I was going to write to 

* him on tliat occafton when I heard you 

* were here/ 

Conrade. ^ I flatter myfelf,, fir, that 

* the intelligence I bring will fave you 
^ that trouble, and the young lady fo 
^ long a journey r — I have difcover'd 
t her favourite lover/ 

Murcio. « Is it poflible ! — for heaven's 

* fake who,— 'What is he !' 

Conrade. * One you little fufpe<5t, tho'' 
« I have feen him often here -, — tis Do- 
^ riman.* 

Murcio. 
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A 

Murck. * DorimanJ — yesjilnce his 

* return from his travels he vifits here 

* fometimes •, — his filler, Florimel, and 

•* Melanthe were brought "tip together ' 
'* at the boarding- fchool, and fmce they 

* left it have fcarcc been two days afun- 

* dcr: —but T cannot think Dorimon 

* has bech her fedticer : — flie is neither 

* labove his hopes nor below his expefta- 
•* tions : — if he had any inclinations to- 
^ wards her, -I 'know of nothing llioujd 
-'^hinder him from making his honour- 

* able addrefles. — But v/hat grounds 

* have you for fuch a fuppofition ?* 

'€onrdlk. * You fiiall hear: — you 
^* know I told you that I did not fee the 

* face of the gentleman* that came out of 

* your houfe ojn Sunday morning ; but 

* ^:I followed him a good part of the 

* ftreetl took notice of his habit, which, 
^* indeed, had fomewhat particular in it, 

* and would have attrafted my obferva- 
"* tion had I feen it x)n any other perfon ; 
•' — it was a dark oiive coloured French 

* banagon, laced with a v^ry rich Point 
^ d*Efpagne down the feams ; — he had 

* alfo a jine flaxen wig, with a bag and 

* folitair of an uncommon dimenfion •, — 
^ I then took him either for a foreigner, 

* or one lately come from abr^^ds — xiiv 
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* the fame drefs, and as exadtly as I faw 

* him then, did I fee him within this half 

* hour at the chocolate-houfe : — I can- 

* not, indeed, fwear to the man, but I 
^ think may fafely do fo as to the cloaths; 

* efpecially as 1 heard himfelf fay, on 
^ fome gentlcittan^s praifing the fuit, and 

* telling him they believed there was not 

* fuch another in England, that he was 
^ pretty fure there was not ; for he had 
^ befpoke it at Paris, according to his 

* own tafte, and it had not been cpnje 

* over long enough for any one to take 

* a pattern by it, 

Murc'to. *I muft own that there is a 

* ftrong probability in what you fay; but 

* yet, without a certainty, know not what 
.* meafures I can purfue.* 

Conrade. * If you will take my advice, 
« —fend for him j — I heard him fay he 

* ftiould dine at home,,-^ fo is fcarcc 

* gone out; —give fome diftant hints, at 

* firft, coqqerning a marriage with your 

* daughter ; and, according to the anlwers 

* he makes, you will.be inftri^fted how to 

* proceed.* 

Murcio. ' It fhall be fo ; — I will not 

* let him fee I have any fufjpicion of my 

* daughter's fault ; — and, whether .t^ere 

* be 
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* be any thing between them or not, a 

* propofal of the nature you mention can- 

* not feem ftrange to him, as our families 

* have always lived together in a perfect 

* harmony and good underftanding.* 

He had no fooner faid this than he 
call'd a fervant and fent him with his 
compliments to Dorimon, and to let him 
know he defired to fpeak with him im- 
mediately, if not otherwife engaged. 

After this the two friends 4iad fome 
farther difcourfe, contrerning what fteps 
rhe father of Melanthe fhoutd take in 
this affair-, when the fellow, who had 
been fent on the above meffage, returned 
and told his mailer,, that Dorimon faid 
he would not fail doing himfelf the ho- 
nour of obeying his commands in a few 
minutes ; on which Conrade took his 
leave, and Murcio fat down, endeavou- 
ring to frame his temper and counte- 
nance fo as to be fuitable to the bufmefs 
he had in hand. 

Dorimon appearM in a ibort time, and 
the firft compliments being paft, Murcio 
began to open what he had to fay, by 
telling him that he had a great regard 
for his family ; — that he was a fine young 
gentleman j and that being now five alid 

twenty. 
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twenty, he much wonderM that he had 
not heard of his addrefling fome lady oft 
the fcore of marriage ; — to which Dori^ 
::moii reply-d, that marriage was a thing 
he had not as yet much thought upon \ 
and that having a fitter who took care of 
-the affairs of his houfhold, a wife was 
the lefs neceffary to him. — Murcio then 
demanded, if he found any averfenefs in 
himfelf to changing his condition in fa- 
vour of a woman of equal birth and for- 
tune, and who would approve of his prc- 
i:enfions. — DOrimon leem*d a little fur- 
jprifed at thefe interrogatories; but an- 
fwer*d in the negative, with this provifo^ 
that the perfon of the lady were equally 
agreeable. — Murcio, thinking this reply 
a proper cue for explaining himfelf^ did 
i<^ in the following manner : 

Murcio. * What think you then of my 

* daughter Melanthc r ' 

Thrmon. * As of an angel, fir, above 

* my hopes.* 

Murtxo. * No fine fpceches, Dori- 

* moh ; — deal fincerely with me. — Do 

* you like her well enough to maiTy her V 

Dorimm 
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Dorimon. < Yes, fir,, upon riiy foul ;— 
^ and fliould blefs the hand that gave 

* her to me*' 

Murch. ^ Sir> I take you at your 

* word, and grve you mine that you mall 

* have her, and fix thoufand pounds, if 

* you think that a fufficient dower.' 

Dorimoft. ^ I do, fir, and though Me- 

* lanthe is a fufficient fortune of her- 

* fclf, Ihall accept your offer as a father's 

* bleffing, and make a fcttlemcht accor- 

* dingly/ 

Murcio. * Then there remains no more 
*^ than to get the marriage-articles drawn 
^.^up, which,, if you pleafe, fhall be to-^ 

* morrow morning/, 

Vofimon. * Jt cannot be. too foon, — 

* But, fir, may I not have leave to fee 
« the lovely Melanthe, — to throw myfelf 

* at her feet, and be afliir'd fhe will not 

* regret the happinefs you bellow upon 
Vme?' 

' Murico. * Oh, fir, you have nothing 

*'to apprehend on that account ; for, to 

« be plain with you, I defign'd her^for 

-• another ; — . fhe rejected the propofal. 

Vol. L N * for 
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• for which (he has been under fome 

* difgrace with me ; but as I have fince 

• difcoverM her difobediencc was occa- 

* fionM by the afFeftion (he has for you, 

• I was the more eafiiy induced to par- 

* don it : — (he does ndt yet know that I 

* confent to gratify her inclinations ; but 

• you (hall have the pleafure of telling 

• her yourfelf.* 

He then went to the door and orderM 
a fervant to bid Melanthe come down ; 
after which he turn'd back and faid to 
Dorimon, 

Murch. * My daughter wHl wait on 

• you prefently -, I know you will excufc 
« my leaving you together,— I have bu- 

* finefs calls me abroad j but cxpeft to 
« fee you to-morrow morning, and (hall. 
« have a lawyer here/ 

Dorimofi. ^ -You may be certain, fir, 

* I ihall not fail/ 

The other faid no more, but went 
haftily away to avoid (eeing his daughter j 
•— he had not left the room above half a 
minute before Melanthe enter'd, but with 
a confu(ion impo(fible to be exprefs'd ;— 
ihe had expeded no other, on being call'd 
down, than to meet fome terrible effects 

of 
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•f her father's difpleafure j — • her eyes, 
yet red with tears, were now caft down 
upon the floor, as {he advanced with 
flow and and trembling flreps ; — ^nor faw 
flie who was there, till Dormion fprung 
forward, and took her by the hand with 
thefe words : 

Dorimon. * Charming Mclanthe, how 
^ am I o^anfported at the goodnefs of 

* your father! — how incapable of ex- 

* preffing my gratitude for the permiflioii 

* he has juft now given mc of telling you 

* how much, how truly I adore you r 

Metantbe. ^ Blefs me, Dorimon, what 
^ is the meaning of aU this ! — Where i$ 

* my father!' 

Dorimon. ^ Gone, to give me the' 
« happy opportunity of endeavouring to 

* inlpire you with fentiments in favour of 

* my paflion, and conformable to his 

* will/ 



Melantbt. ^ Your paflion, and his 
< will ! — Certainly, Dorimon, you muft 
* either be mad, or I not in my fenfcs, 

— For heaven's fake explain this 
« myftcry!* 



s 
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\ He was going to reply when his fifter 
Florimcl came tripping in, — -that young 
lady having been inform'd by Molly of 
all that had pafe'd at Murcio's houfe, was 
extremely impatient to know how her 
fair friend behaved afterwards on thatoc- 
cafion •, — Melanthe no fooner faw her 
tbAH'fbe flew into her arms, and cry'd, 
/ 

Mdanibcs * My dear, dear Florimel,^ 
<,\yhat would I i)ot have given to. have 

• Ji^B you Jaft niglu !* 

FlorimL ^ I was no lefs eager to be 

• with. you ;— but I find that things have 
*,^ quite changed their face fince then ;— I 

• met your father at the door as. I enterM ; 
^ — the old gentleman feems to be in 
^: quite good humour, defir*d me to walk 

• ,up, ami told me I (hould find ypu and 
».my brother togi^thcr/ 

DorimoH. ^ Ay, my dear fifter, we . 
< are together, and I hope fhall foon be 

• joined to feparate no more.* 

,plarimeL * Separate.no more ! as how ! 

Porivfon.' * By the folemn and indif- 
^ folybl;? tics of marriage i -^ Murcio, 

' the 
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* the generous Murcio, has beftowed her 
*' on me/ 

FlorimeL • What, is it agreed upon !* 

Dorimon. * Abfolutely •, — to-morrow 
•' the articles are to be drawn between us, 

* and there will then be nothing wanting 

* but my angel's confent for the con* 

* fummation of my blifs. 

FlorimeL ' And was this tlie bufincfs 

* on which he fent for you in fuch halle ?* 

Dorimon. * Thcfame.^ 

Here Florimel burft into fo violent a 
fit of laughter as rendered her unable to 
fpeak for fome time ; — in vain Dorimon 
afked fevcral times over the cauie of this 
extravagant mirth ; and it was b«t by de- 
grees (he recovered hcrfelf enough to 
jriake this reply : 

. FlorimeL ^ I have found out the riddle ^ 
« — it Was I, brother, that have made 
this match/ 



c 



c- 



Dorimon. « You 1* 

Puorimel. « Yes, with the affiftance of 
that fuit of cloaths you have on/ 

N 3 Then, | 
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Then, addrcfling herfelf to Mclanthe, 
proceeded thus : 

FlorimeL • You muft know, my dear, 

* that it was Conradc himfelf that watch'd 

* me coming out of your houfe, — I faw 

* him ftand perdu under fir Thomas 
4 ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»g porch J ~ he has certainly 

* feen my brother in thefe cloaths, and, 

* miftaking him for me, has pafs*d him 

* upon your father for your fuppofed 

* gallant/* 

Melanthe. * It muft be fo, indeed ; •— 

* there is no other way of accounting for 
' this odd event/ 

Dorimon was now as much confounded 
in his turn, as the two ladies had been in 
theirs, till his fitter, having firft obtain'd 
Melanthe*s leave, related to him the whole 
hiftory of their contrivance to break the 
match with Conrade ; — this repetition 
occafionM fome pleafantry between the bro- 
ther and the fitter 5 but Melanthe was too 
much a(ham'd to bear any great part in 
it •, «— her new lover, obferving her fe- 
rioulhefe, fpoke in this manner 2 

Dorimon. * I have got nothing, Flori- 

* mel, by the account you have given, 

*but 
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* but the mortification of that vanity 

* Murcio had infpired me with ; and 

* dare not now flatter myfelf that Me- 

* lanthe will fp readily, as I -once hoped, 

* acquiefce in the agreement made be- 
^ tween us.* 

Florimel. * If fhe does not all will 

* come out ; and if fo, Murcio will cer- 

* tainly return to his firft engagement to 

* give her to Conrade. — What fay you, 

* Melanthe, have you averfion enough 

* for my brother to run fo great a rifque ?* 

This demand made Melanthe blufli 
exceflively \ — fhe paufed, — hung down 
her head j but at lafl made this return :' 

Melanthe. * So fudden a change in 
my fortune, might well excufe me from 
giving a direft anfwer to fuch a que- 
ftion : — of this, however, you may be 
afTur'd that I have not courage to dif- 
obey my father a fecond time, and that 
I love the fitter too well to have any 
averfion to the brother.* 



On this Dorimon kifs*d her hand with 
a great deal of warmth, and faid many 
tender and paflionate things to her, which, 
as the reader will eafily conceive, I think 
it needlcls to repeat •, and fhall only add, 
N 4. that 
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that between the brother and the fitter 
Melanthe was at laft prevail'd upon to 
confefs, — that it would be without the 
leaft reludtahce flie (hould obey her father 
in the choice he had now made for her* 



# 



Tho* there now was little caufe to ap- 
prehend any difappoinment in thefe nup- 
tials, yet I refolved to fee the thing fully 
concluded on ;, accordingly I went the next 
moniing to Murcio*s houfe, where I found 
him very bufy with his lawyer; — ^Dorimon 
came in foon after, and the^ writings were 
prefently fiird up, fign'd, feal'd, and 
duly executed by both parties : — the 
lawyer ftaid no longer than to receive his 
fees, and he had no fooner left the room, 
than Murcio fpoke to Dorimon in thefe 
terms : 

MuYcio., ^ Well, Dorimon, I think 
« there is nothing now wanting for the 

* making you my fon, except the cerc- 
' mony of the church ; and I did not 
^ care how foon that alfo was performed j 
« — -I do not love to fee affairs of this na- 

* ture kept long in hand j — befides, yo\i 

* muft know, that on my daughter's re- 

* fufing to mari*y the pe^on I firft pro- 

* pofed to her,' I fwore in my paffion 

* that I would never fee her face again 
*-tiU Ihe was a wife.' 

Dor(rw^;?K 
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Borimon. * You may be afllired, fir, 
^ I fhall think every moment an age till 
' I can prevail upon the lovely Melanthe 

* to take that name; and I do not doubt 

* but her knowledge of the vow you have 

* rnade will very much expjeditc my. 

* wilhes.* 

Murcio. * I am going diredly to my 
*' little country, feat, and (hall leave you to 

* confult with her about the day \ but 

* will write to the reftor of *♦**, who is 

* my kinfman, anddefire he will perform 

* the office of tacking you together^ -r* 

* when that is over, would have you both 
« come down to ****♦, where you may 

* depend on meeting with a fatherly rc- 
' • ception.' 

Nothing farther of any c6nfequerice 
was faid by cither of them, — Murcio 
took coach for the country, and Dorimon 
went to ^he appartmerit of hi3 miftrefs, 
where ftfenuoqAy preffing ijter for the 
fpeedy confummation of his happinefs, 
her father's pretended vow ^rv'd as .an 
excufe for her compliance, and fhe con- 
fented that the wedding (hould be folem- 
nized pn the next Sunday after. 

N5 No^ 
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No accident retarded the fulfiling this 
agreement, and they were married on the 
day appointed, by the reverend gentleman 
recommended by Murcio ; after which 
they fet out, accompanyM by Fldrimel, 
for *****, in order to receive the blefling 
he had promifed to beftow upon them. 

As no one of this company had any 
reafon to be difcontented at what had 
happened, it is not to be doubted but 
the goddefs of chearfulnefs accompany M 
them in their little journey ; — 1 fay jour- 
ney, becaufe the fitter of Dorimon having 
an averfion to the water, efpecially in 
rough weather, as it was that day, they 
went in a landau, in complaifancc to 
her i but the fubjeft of their converfation 
is not in my power to relate, as I had 
Ao opportunity of being witncft of it. 




CHAP- 
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CHAP. IX. 

Contains a fuccinB acccount of fame 
farther particulars^ in feme meafure 
relative to the foregoing adventure^ 
and^ befdes^ are of too agreeable 
and interefting a nature in themf elves 
not to be look'd upon as a rightly 
judged^ and very necejjary appendix. 

HAving married my two new made 
lovers, the reader will poflibly ima- 
gine, that the laft aft of the play is 
ended, and that I fhould now drop the 
curtain^ to prepare for fome frefli fubjeft 
•f entertainment ; — but he muft wait 
awhile, — I have not yet done with any of 
my charafters •, and befides, that there 
are many things which feem to require a 
farther explanation, . I cannot think of 
parting with my favourite Florimcl with- 
out giving her thofe praifes which her wit 
and good humour may juftly claim. 

It is not unlikely, indeed, but that 

there may be fome over fcrupulous ladies 

in the world who will be fo far iVom 

approving the charafter of this charming. 

N 6 girl. 
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girl, that they will highly contemn her 
for affuming the air and habit of a man, 
tho* for never fo fhort a fpace of time y. 
and dven rail at Melanthe for confenting 
to put in execution the ffiratagem fhe had 
contrived for her deliverance from an evil 
fo juftly dreaded by her ; — fuch as thefe 
will certainly think I have faid enough, 
if not too much on the occalion, and per- 
haps throw afide the book, and cry they 
will read no farther : — well, — be it fo, — 
the lofs will be entirely theirown, — \ am 
pretty confident neither my reputation, 
nor the profits of my publifher, will, 
fuffer by their ill-nature in this point. 

It is for the entertainment of the gay^ 
the witty, and the truly virtuous, who, 
by the way, are never cenforious, that 
thefe lucubrations are chiefly intended ; 
and if I am fo fortunate as to pleafe 
them, Ihbuld give myfelf no great pain 
yvhat may be faid of me by thofe of the 
abovemention'd clafs. 

In defiance, therefore, of thefe fair, or 
rather unfair c-ritics, I fliall proceed in 
what I have farther to' relate concerning 
the principal fubjedVs. of this narrative. 

On their arrival ^t ****^ they were re- 
ceived by MuTCVQ ^vtH a (hew of the 
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greateft fatisfadion, yet I, who took care 
to be there before them, in order to be 
witnefs of what fhould pafs at this firft 
interview, could eafily perceive that he 
embraced his fon-in-law with more cordi- 
,ality and lefs conftraint than he did his 
daughter •, — the remembrance of her fup- 
pofcd fault it was that doublefs rendered 
him unable to treat her' with his ac- 
cuftomM tendernefs ; — he fcarce touchM 
her cheek in faluting her, and when he 
gavfr her his blefling added, — * Pray 

• heaven your future conduft may de- 
-•ftrveit.* 

It could not be otherwife, but that all 
riie company mtlft comprehend the fuH 
meaning of thefe words ; but poor Me- 
lanthe was fo much afFefted by them» 
that fhc burft into a flood of tears, and 
throwing herfelf a fecond time at her 
father's feet, addrefs'd him in thefe pa-- 
thetic terms :' 

M^lantbe. • Oh, fir, — I beg, — I bc- 

• feech you, by all the love you once had 
•for me, to forgive the only aft. of dif- 

• obedience I was ever guilty of;- — par- 

• don but the averfion I had to the match 

• you firft propofed to me, and you will 

• *eafily abfolve the reft/ 
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Dorimon. « Yes, fir, — my dear, — my 
« charming wife, is as innocent of every 
« thing that can defervevour blame, as I 

* am from even the molt diftant wi(h of 
« violating her purity or dilhonouring 

* your family/ 

Florlmel. * Ay, ay, — it is poor me 
« that am alone in fault 5 but fmce the 
« mifchief I have done has been produc- 

* tive of fo much good, I fcarce doubt 

* of being excufed by a gentleman of fo 

< much good fenfe as Murcio. — I have 
« deliverM your daughter, fir, by my con- 

< trivance, from the horrors of a forced 
^ marriage ;— I have procur'da wife for 

* my brother, with whom, if he is not 

< the moft happy, 1 am certain he de- 

* ferves to be the moft miferable of all 

* mankind ; and I have got you a fon- 
« in-law who 1 hope will merit that ho- 

* nour by his future behaviour.' 

Murcio, who could not form even the 
moft diftant guefs at the meaning of all 
this, look'd fometimes on the one and 
fometimcs on the other, with all the tokens 
of the utmoft anlazement, without being 
able to fpeak one fy liable i which gave 
FlcMfimel the opportunity of unravelling 
the whole myftery of the affair,- as fhe 

had 



I 



had before promifed Melanthe to take 
upon herfclf to do. * 

In fpite of the little refentment Mur* 
do at firft conceived for the trick had 
been put upon him> he could not forbear 
fmiling within himfelf at the invention 
of the contriver ; and the wit and fpirit 
with which that young lady talk'd to 
him upon it, very much contributed to 
bring him into good humour 5 but that 
which entirely reconciled him to the 
wedded pair, was the confideration that 
Dorimon was wholly ignorant of the plot 
till after the marriage was concluded, 
and the affurance Melanthe gave him, 
that flie was far from any intention to 
deceive him, but had flatter'd herfelf 
with the hope that Conrade would have 
broke the engagement, without men- 
tioning to him the reafons he had for 
doing fo. 

Though to have married his daughter 
to Conrade would have faved him fix ■ 
thoufand pounds, yet the many ill con- 
fequences which would probably, have 
attended fo difproportionate a match now 
occurring to his mind, which before he 
had not thought upon, made him not 
only contented, but rejoiced that this 
change of hands had happened, and he 
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could not forbear kiffing and hugging 
Florimel for being the chief author of it. 

Every one now endeavouring to outvie 
the other in giving teftimonies. of their 
good humour ; among the many gay and 
gallant things faid by Dorimon on this 
Gccafion, he protefted to keep his French ■ 
cloaths as long as he lived, for a perpe- 
tual Memento of the good they had done 
for him, and never wear them but on the 
anniverfary of thut happy day which gave 
his'dep Melanthc to his arms. 

On falling afterwards into fome dif- 
courfe concerning the oddnefs of the acci- 
dent which had brought about a marriage, 
fo little thought of by either of the par- 
ties, yet fo agreeable to both, as well as 
to their friends, Murcio exprefsM himfelf 
in this manner : 

Murcio. * I cannot help thinking that 
« there is fomethingpfeculiarly remarkable 

• in this tranfaftion, and looks as if the 
« hand of Heaven had diredled the aceom- 

* plifhment, which makes me hope the 
* -confequence will make good the old 
« ^proverb, that : 



BkfTed - 
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Bleffed is the wooing 
That's not long a doing. 



Florimel. « I dare almoft engage my 
^ own life for the mutual happinefs of 

* theirs 5 — their humours are fo exadly 

* fuited to each other, that neither of 

* them are fit for any body elfe ; and 

* and now I confider on it, am amazed 

* that in tlje long acquaint.^nce they had 

* together, thi? bufmefs never came into 

* either of their heads till chance put it 

* there.* 



Vorimon. * Nay, fifter, I am now con- 

* vinced, by the tranfport and the plea- 

* fing flutter at ray heart, on the offer 

* Murcio made of his daughter, that I 
was then pafTiOnately in love with her, 
tho' without knowing I was fo.V 



< 
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Melantbe^ * And if you had been as 

* indifferent to me, as I then thought 

* you were, I (hould not certainly have 

* been fo foon and fo eafily perfuaded to 
be yours/ 



( 



Murcio. * Well, — all things have 

* happfcn'd for the beft, and there is no- 

* thing now wanting to complete my 

* fatisfaftion, but the clearing up.Melan- 
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• the*s innocence to Conrade. — I fhould 
« be glad he were here.* 

The word was fcarce out of his mouth, 
when a fervant came into the room and 
informed him, that the perfon he had 
mentioned was below, on which he ordered 
he (hould be immediately introduced. 

The old gentleman, who had heard 
nothing of what had happened, nor feen 
Murcio fince the convedation with him, 
repeated in a former chapter, had been 
impatient to know the fuccefs of his pro- 
pofal to Dorimon, and finding he did 
not return to town as ufual, made him 
this vifit at *****, in order to gratify 
bis curiofity. 

He had not advanced above half way 
into the room, when Murcio prefented 
the bride and bridegroom to him •, and 
told him he had been juft ^wifliing for 
him to congratulate the nuptials. 

Conrade endeavour'd to compofe him* 
felf enough to falute them with the ac- 
cuftom'd forms ; but as he had not in 
his heart believed that Dorimon would be 
preval'd upon to marfy Melanthe, tho* he 
had adviifed her father to make the expe- 
riment, was fo much furprifed on finding 

the 
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the affair concluded, that he coyld not 
forbear teftifying it in his looks, as well 
as by crying out, 

^ Conrad^. * What married !' 

Flcrimel. * Yes, fir, — • they are mar- 

* ried, — the indiffoluble knot is tied ; -— 

* for which all due thanks be given to 

* your fortunate miftake.* 

Conrcde. * My miftake, madam ; — 
pardon me if I do not comprehend 
your meaning.* 

Borimon. * I believe you do not, fir ; 
-^ yet it is to your miftaking another 
for me, that I am indebted for being put 
in pofleffion of a happinefs which other- 
wife I muft h^ve foUicited for a long 
fcries of time, and perhaps at laft never'- 
have obtain'd : — I do afTure you, fir, I 
never prefumed to entertain one wifti to 
the dilhonour of Melanthe, arid was 
fleeping in my own bed when you ima- 
gined me juft rifen from her arms.' 

Murcio. * He tells you nothing but 
the truth i — he is innocent, — fois Me- 
lanthe"; — but here (lands her gallant ;— 
here is the author of this engima.* 



"^. 
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In. concluding thefc words, whiclr he 
had utter*d, with the moft chearful air 
he patted Florimel upon her cheek and 
gently pufli'd her towards Conrade ; but 
that gentleman was now in fuch a con- 
fternation, that he fcarce knew where he 
was, much lefs had the power of diftin- 
guifhing the fenfe of any thing he either 
faw or heard, till Florimel related tb 
him, in her fprightly fafhion, every par- 
ticular of that ftratagem which' had oc- 
cafion'd the breaking off the intended 
match between him and, Melanthe ; — 
Murcio alfo, and Dorimon, averring the 
truth of what fhe faid, he began, at laft, 
to fee clearly into the whole affair ;•— after 
which Melanthe, with a great deal of 
modefty and fweetnefs, addrefs'd herfclf 
to him in thefe terras : 

MeJantbe. ^ I hope, fir, you will par- 

* don the deception put upon you, as I 

* was conftrarn'd to purfue io extrordinary 

* a method, to avoid a thing which, in 

* the end, muft have been no lefs dif- 

* agreable to you than to myfelf : — rihall 

* always acknowledge my obligation to 
^ the genetous offer youraffeftion made ; 

* but love, fir, is not in our power, — if 

* it were, my gratitude to you, the con- 
/ fideratiou of m^ ON^a intereft, and the 



"^^ duty owing to my father, would cer- 
' tainly have infpircd me with it.* 

Conrade. * Say no more, fweet lady, 

* I am aihamed of my pad folly, and 

* only wifh you would exert all the influ- 
' ence you have over your witty fhe-gal- 

* lant, not to expofe this ftory in print; 

* — I (hould be forry, mediinks, to fee 
*• myfelf in a novel or play.' 

Florimely * No, no, fir, you need be 

* under no apprehenfions oh that fcore, — 

* I would not, for my own fake, have 

* the worid know J put on breeches, 

* left my hufband, when I get one, fliould 

* be afraid I would attempt to wear them 

* afterwards.* 

This reply of FlorimeFs fet the whole 
company into a fit of laughter, and would" 
doubtlefs have been the occafion of many 
pleafant repartees, if the butler had not 
that inftant given them a fummons to the 
next room, where was a table elegantly' 
(bread with every thing fuitablc .to the 
feafon ;— but as I could not partake with 
them of any of the delicacies I faw before' , 
me, I thought it beft to leave the hoiilfe^ 
fo accordingly I dipt out, pluck'dofFmy 
Belt, went into a boat, and orderM the 
waterman to row as fafl; as poflible toLon- 
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don \ where being arrived, I contented 
myfelf with fuch fare as my own honieiy 
bwrd afforded. 

Not many weeks from this adventure 
had elapfed^ before I heard that Florimel 
was married to a young gentleman who 
for feveral years (he had loved, and by 
whom (he was equally beloved ;— my in- 
fatiate curiofity, on this information^ led 
me to enquire into the hidden caufe which 
had fo long delay'd the completion of 
their mutual wifhes; and by Ways and 
means too tedious to be here inferted, I 
at laft difcover^d it to be fuch as atCraded 
my highest efteem and admiration, 

Dorimon had been a little extravagant 
in his equipage and way of living while on 
his travels -, — 'her whole fortune lay in his 
hatids, andif called out, which in all pro- 
bability would have been the cafe it Ihe 
had married, he muft have beenx obliged 
to mortgage fome part of his eftate for the 
payment ; — r it was therefore to fave her 
orother from fo great an inconvenience, 
that this generous young lady had been 
deaf to all the foUicirations of a beloved 
lover, and the foft pleadings of her own 
heart, till Melanthe's fortune coming into 
the family remayed the only impediment 
to her wilhes. 

Th^s, 
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Thus, by the moft unfecn, undreamt 
of means, does Providence dilbofe every 
thing for the advantage of its lavouritcs : 
-— Florimel, by her wit and contrivance 
to ferve her fair friend, without propo- 
(ing the leaft interefl: to herfelf, or even 
imagining flie could have any, not only 
brought about her brother's happinefs, 
but met her own reward in the accom- 
plilhment of her felicity, 

Thefe two families lived together in 
the moft perfeft harmony, and Murcio, 
>who is little lefs fond of Florimel than of 
his own daughter, paffes moft of his time 
among them ; Conrade alfo is extremely 
intimate with both, infomuch that it is 
thought he will, at lifs deceafe, divide a 
good part of his large fortune between 
them. 



End of the Erft VOLUME. 
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l.nr^UE FEMALE SPECTATOR, Cortc^ 
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li. EPISTLES for the LAI>IES. By flic 
Authors of the Female Spectator. The Se- 
cond^Edition^^^JikJEwo-VoIwnca^ Oftavo. Price 
bpund los. . . 
* The Character of this Work is in general (6 well 

* known, as not to need a Recommendation ; but 

* as fome particular'Perfons may be unacquainted 

* with it, it is hoped it will not offend the Mo- 

* d^^y of its Authors, juft to cite a: few of the 

* Epithets given to it by fome of the moft diftin- 

* guiftiing Judges of die prefent Age. t-vAs — 
** That it is the bed. adapted for improving the 

'" Morals, and refining the Tafte.— That a juft 
** and proper Spirit breathes through the Whole. 
. <c w- That it iniperceptibly makes its Readers 
'«' wifer.-»-That itcxaltathc Ideas, — -That-it is J3l 
'* polite and elegant Advocate for private Virtue, 
<« — That tho* it feems by the Title to be princi- 
*' pally intended for the Service of the Fair Sex, 
«< yet there is not a Man of the greateft Genius 
*' but may be pleafmgly amufed. — That its Lan- 
*' guage is elegant, clear, and confpicuous.-^ 
*« That its Stories are fo affedUngly related, that 
*« whoever reads them will find the Paflions fin- 
^ ^ularly moved.— That it isjudicioufly blend- 
** ed with Inftruftion and Entertainment.— That; 
•** it infenfij)ly difcovers the Means of being 
-** happy in ourfelves.— *f hat it is an admirable 
" Leiibn for the Young ^d ynexperienced.— . 
•• That it points out fuch Fpibles in ourfelvcs, as 
*« for wajit ofbeing obferv'd, frequently ehtai| 
*• the greateft Uneafmeffes.. — That it is peculiar- 
♦< ly adapted to the reigning Habits of theprefei^t 
*f Times, &c, kz^ 
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